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"Font fmt Hear and balgnty 


who was the principal perſwader 
to this Publication, 


aa Howh I could not well anſwer jour former Rea- 
| ſons why I ſhould publiſh a true Copy to anticipate 

a falſe oze, yet t was willing to be obſtinate 13 4 

caſe of this nature ; wherein to vindicate my credit , did 
ſeem (to me ) too great a prejudice ts my eaſe ; and was 
thought ( by ſome friends ) tobe an hazarding of m1 ſatety. 
And as I hawe never been delightled to he baskis tn the 
Sun, ſo of late ( mare eſpecially) I have been even fo Amo- 
rous of living ciredly inthe ſhade, that I would fain 
have provided for my Peace aud Quict, as more conftde- 
rable to Me, than my Reputation. Not that I dare be ſo 
wedded to eaſe, of ſafety, as guiltily to court them by 
ſloth, or cowardize ; zor that I dare beſo indifferent to 
the good opinion of good men, as xvt to defire to be we- 
7 well thought of; 4ut becauſeT had reſole*d to fit and 
mile «por: my ſufferings, and to purchaſe the continuance 
of my beloved obſcurity and repoſe , by that which T 
thought a lawful means ; even the burying my ſelf a 
my books, and Irving under the proteQion of paſſive ft- 
lence. But hawing put my Judgement 2nto other mens 
hands, ard more eſpecially znto yours, and being perfeftly 
conquer'd by jour this week's letter, who was but diſor- 
der'd by your laſt, ( againſt which I muſt confeſſe T did ra- 
ther ſtand out, by an affeFed deafneſſe, than any real 
diſſent, ) and being now no longer threatned by bare report, 
but by one who profeſſeth ( under hand and Seal) to hawe 
been writing againſt papers _ he reſolvedly calls mine, | 


2. (44drng 


tn 


Es cs. com 


| _ The Fpiſtle Dedicatory. | 


| (adding, that he intends to make them publick, ) 'Ffinde my | 
ſelf brought to ſuch an unfortunate Dilemma, ( either of ha- 


| ving a falſe copy printed, or elſe of printing a true copy 


are come upon me ; whilſt 1 be under a neceſſity of go- 
ing abroad to the world, meerly in order to my wer) 
privacy and peace. - For the very ſame Letter which 
threatens the publiſhing of papers falſly bearing my 
Name, cal's me the Grandchild of Pelagius, the Enemy 
of God, of Chriſt, and of his Church, with more ſuch 
elggyoylie, than I mill ever repay in kinde, The greateſt 
revenge that Þ will ſeek, ſball be ( in love to his ——_ ) to 
conceal b# Name, Þ hope my Soul hath been dicted with 
cleaner food, thay to break out at the mouth into ſuch 
exulterare Eryfipelas's. And that I ſball get moderation 
by thiſe very means, by which 1 finde ſome men have loſt 
it, And though I hope it dothrnot lie tn the power of any, 
to infect »y Name with ſuch a Leproſie, as to make it 


yet have 1 hated he publicarion of ths avy (cribling, for 
fear ſome young or old Trojan ſhould make it an Apple of 
Altercation, For jou know this Age t& full of Salaman- 
ders, who-never live ſo pleaſantly as in the Fire of Con- 


Pauſanians,or Heroftratus,) i the Armes of Fame though 
not of Glory. And truly this ts the reaſon, wh) I have 
ſuffer'd ſo long iſo deep a ſilence; even hating the 
means, becauſe abhorring the effc&s, of a Vindication; 


and deſiring that what T built upon ſuch controverted ſub. 
jeas, m12ht be ( like Solomon's Temple) w:thoat the leaft 


| noiſe of Axe or Hammer, If I had lookt «pon my ſelf 


with 


4 


to diſcountenance the falſe, ) that I muſt pitch upon this [ 
laſt as the leffer evil. Ana ſo your wiſhes and my fears | 


loathſome 20 _— by whom I defire tobe approv'd, | 


rention : #1 hopes to expire, and to be buried, (lite ſome | 


yn, <q On 


A 


'The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


T could be publickly uſeful, I mould have faſten'd upon a 
ſubje& which ſhould have been fitrer, and more cafe, more 
profitable, azd pleaſant, and every way more acceptable 
tomy ſelf, and others. 1 have been wery attentive ro that 
preaching of Siracides,Search not the things that are above 
thy ſtrength, but what is commanded thee think there- 


nions, #:)according to his works; 1 do rot thixk it ſo good 
a tash, to make men orthodox Chriſtians,” 45 to make them 
honeſt azd fincere ozes, If I had been one of thoſe, who 
prefer the Truth of opinion to the Truth of praQiſe, and 
hate a man more for the leaſt Error of his Judgement, than 
for the greateſt obliquity of 4s Will, ' 1 might indeed 
have been forward on ſuch a Subject. But becauſe I have 
ſeriouſly obferwd, that whilſt menſcamble too eagerly 
after the Truth of Religion, they (72 the heat of Conten- 
tion 2) do loſe the practiſe, I have paſſed the hardeſt cen- 
ſure «pox my preſent neceſſity, and have been hitherto CI 
believe) the unkindeſt man 77 the world to mize own 
Publication, But you ( Sr ) are rothank we for my mis- 
fortune, 22 ſubmiſſion to whiſe Judgement I have offer'd 
violence to mine own. T may be a ſtranger to my (clf 
through the deceittulneſſe of my Heart, but if my Heart 
does not deceive me, no manliving hs gon to Preſſe with 
greater vanity, than I am now coing thetber with felf-de- 
nial. LT am ſure tis my averlenefſe to this publication 


which has now extorted fr/om me an unproportionable 
length, 40th of #zy Letter to your ſelf, and of my Parzne- 
ſis to the Reader ; making a Portal ſomwhat too large, for 
the littlenefle of the Cottage to which it lead's, 


Which as 


I firſt © 


vith ſo muth reverence,”as to have made my ſelf believe | 


upon with reverence, &c. And whilſt I conſider, that | ; 
God will render to every man ( z0t according to his opi- 


Ecclefiafti- | 
cus 3,21,22, | 
3. 


Rom, 2+ 6. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 


[ firſt ſubmitted to your Judgement, ſo-mwft [now come | 


mit it to jour diſpoſal, and withal commend #t to your 
Protetion. I ſay to your ProteRion, becauſe ( whilſt the 


Preſle s ſo proſtituted, And the Age ſo prurient, ) it & 


not likely to be the ſafer, for being innocent, It was not 
the modeſty of Suſanna, that was able to ſecure her fromthe 
Indi&ment of the Elders.; and 'twas the innocence of Jo. 
ſeph, which made hs Miltrefle provownce him guilty, But 
had I imagined ( as FT did not ) that my private Notes 
would have been ſo ſoon vitiated, and ſo unhappily expos'd 
too, when I deliver-d them a5 whilpers into one may's Ear, 
T would irfallibly have usd them, as Virginius did his ver- 
tuous Daughter; that at leaſt they might have gon unpollu- 
ted out of the world, But ſince they are ſeverely. con- 
demn'd to live, '11 ſpight of all my endeavours to have ſup- 
preſt them, ( Nam Pro ſupplicio eſt, non potuifle mo« 
ri, ) and that you will have them ſhew'dby me, in their 
natural ſhape, rather thax by anyſtranger, in any uncha- 
ritable diſguiſe ; I hope that you will ſecure me from far- 
ther trouble; %y undertaking its vindication againſt whats 
ſoever pragmatick perſon, who ſhall poſſibly abuſe either 
Them, or me. Foy the temptation wuft be greater, and 
the neceſſity wore urgent, than I hope it will ever be, if I 
draw at either end of the Saw of ſtrife, But yoa have lei- 
ſure, as well as Skill ; and you are able toforget your rank 
and Quality, intavour to him who does honour your vertues 
and Erudition, above your Fortune and your Blood, And 
who ts not more by obligation of Duty, than by the peculiar 
enclinations of his Soul, Sir, 
Your affectionate, obliged 
And humble Servant, 


From my Houſe 
at Brington, 


| 7an. 20, 1654. EL -T.PIERCE.\| 
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A PARANXES TH to the Reader, 
( Shewing the firlt occaſion of thts following 
make ut publick. ) 


” 


SECT. Ts 


Hat I am ſubjed to errors, it is no humility to ac- 


| F 
|. - knowledge 3 it being no more than to confelle, 
 * that I carry about me the infirmities of a man ; | 
, which whoſoever doth not, let him caf? the firſt 
flone at me. But whether orno Iam an Heretique, or a 
dangerous Perſon, I deſire my Cenſors may be my Fudges 
and do therefore addreſle this preſent ap and Appeal; 
not to the kindzeſſe and partiality of my deareſt friends, but 
to the very jealoufies and prejudices of my ſevereſt enemies. 
I bar the ſuffrage of none, but the accuſer of the Brethren, 
that Abaddon or Apollyon, ſo very skilfull to deftroy, who i the 
Father of Lies, and was a murderer from the beginning. 
2. I do profelle in the preſence-of that pundIuall Regiſter 
within me, (to which TI bear a greater reverence than to 
affront it with a premeditated and wilfil Lie, ) that I do not 
unſheath my Pen, to wound the reputation ofany man living. 
But ſince mine own does lie bleeding in the mouths of 
ſome, whoſe very Tongnes have Teeth too, which bite much 


{to beany in all my papers, T ſhall not think it painful-to 
[leaſt with armour of defence. 


ion] 
neſſs and obſcurity might keep me ſafe ; and even now that I 


harder than I will ever allow mine; (and if thece happen 


have them drawn, ) it's but needful that I be cloth'd, at 
I meant indeed, at the firſt, 


Diſcourſe , and the Author's neceſſity to 


to have armed my ſelf with filenee, that my reſerved- | . 


am forc'd, and as it were drag*d' into the field, I contend 
| not 


A—— 


Joh.8.7. 


Rev. x2. 1o. | 


9. I1, 
Jokz8.14.44. | 
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——_. 


A 


not for vidory, but for an honourable Retreat. So that if at- 


ter I have ſuffer'd, I may be competently ſafe, I will thank 


my Buck/er, but nut my Sword. Even _now.that I am ,wri- 
ting, *t1s with a kinde of willingneſſe to blot it out ; and T do 
only ſo do it, as Preferring an /nconvenieuce, before a Mif- 
chief. | 

7 There had been a private conference betwixt a Gentle- 
man and my ſelf, which ( for hls further ſatisfation ) I 
threw haſtily into paper 3 every whit as incoherent.as it had 
been in our oral and extemporary Diſcourſe, a Diſcourſe 


which of neceſſity was forc'd to be without m:thed , as | 
| without premeditation ; 'becauſe (in my anſwers to his ob- 


jeons )I was bound up to follow, after the meaſure that I 
was led. TI thought the thing ſo inconſfiderable, as nat to 
vouchlate it a reading over, but Juſt as it was written, de- 
liver'd it inſtantly to my friend, to be return'd ( whett.he 


had us'd ir ). unco the uſual place of my forgerfulneſſe. 'And] 


forgotten it was ſo long, that truly I know not how long 
itwas; tilldiſcourſing with another Gentleman upon the 
very ſame fubje&, I foundmy memory awak'd by that 
ſleeping ſcribble ; And ( forgetting that ſecrets do ceaſe 'to 
Le ſo, when they are ?o/4 though but to oze, and that 
with ſtri& conjurations of greateſt ſecrecy, gave him leave 
to peruſe itas his leiſure ſery'd him. It ſeems this Gen- 
tleman had a Confident, as well as I; and ſo my original 
grew to multiplie into many falſe copies, of which not oxe 
was like the Mother. Now that my paper went abroad by 
the help of more hands than one, was againſt my knowledge, 
againſt my will, againſt my precept, againſt my care, and 
laſtly- againſt my beſt endeavours to recal them, It havin 
been abſolutely impoſſible, thatTI ſhould love the publica- 
tion of my contemptible Abortive, who never eſteemed even 
my ripeft and molt legitimate produttions to be any way wor- 
thy of publique view. So far was I from an ambition ofbeihg. 
known by a disfigur'd, mi;ſhapen child, that when I heard of 
its travels, it was faln out of my memory; and when it 
cime.to mein a diſauiſe,it was quite out of my kn»wledge. 
4. I doacknowlelge the great ab/truſneſe of the =_ | 
| : —D.. 44> 
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| ſubje& on which I treated,” and the diſproportion of my 'fa- 


— 


? To the Reader, 


culties to undertake or manage it as it deſerves. For if the 
learned Biſhop Azarewes did chooſe with S. Auftin, much 
more may. I with Bithop Andrewes, rather to hear then to 


ther the Barbos of the Apoſtle, or the PſahniF's Abyſſe. But 
[ expet to be pardon'd, if when my way is ſlippery, I 
take heed to my footing ; and itT ſo eſcheiy the precipice, 
as not to run upon the Yolfe. It is not the buſineſſe of 


way, or to-publiſh-my judgment as a conſiderable thing. Who 
am I, that I thould moderate between the Kemonjtrants and 
Antiremoſirants? betwixt S. Aruitiz and other b athers? be- 
ewixt him and himſelf? betwixt the Synod of Dort, and that 


twixt- Whitaker and Baro.? Much indeed may be excus'd, 


| becauſe much may be /ook't for, from ſuch reverend Pre- 
lates, as were Overall, and Davenant. But I beleeve, | 
amongſt the Clergy, there is not oze in an hundred fit to | 


ſpeak of theſe Myſteries ; and amongſt the E aity, not oxe in 
a thouſand that's fir to hear them. Hence was that filence 
at the firſt, and afterwards that ſecrecie, wherein I fain 
would have buried my private reaſonings. and even now 
that I am forc'dto be more publique then I meant, ( by the 
many falſe copies of my diſcourſe, whereof oze of the falſe is 


{| now preparing for the preſſe, by one who( it ſeems )'is at 


very great leiſure, ) it is not at all from any ambition to be 
follow'd, but from an humble defire of being rightly under- 
ford ; and I do therefore only pretend to an Apologie, 
and an Appeal. Firſt, an Apologie, for my Impru- 
dence ; that I could think ſucha ſecret might be commu- 
nicated to one ; and fo betray thoſe. papers to the Light , 


whether I am a flat Pelagian , or whether ſo much as a 
Maſjilin : or whether indeed Iam not rather a very Or- 
thodox ſon ofthe Ghurch of England. I have managed my 


F Gm__ 


diſcourſe, as I:ground' my A” Ns from» that —_ - 


_—_— 


ſpeakof theſe Inſearchables, I do not hope to fathom, ei- | 


theſe papers, either to ſtate an old queſtion in a new found” 


which belonged only to the Fire. Secondly, an Appeal, 


Wh 
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other at Auguſta ? betwixt the Dominicans and the Feſuites ? | 
| Armin:usand Mr. Perkzns ? Twifſe and Bellarmine ?- or be- 


EpiſcWinen® 
| in Jodlrars 


"Rom. 11 22. 


L— 


The two Prin- 
ciples or 
Grounds of 
my Beliefin 
this buſt- 

| neſle. 


| A Parevefis, 


| 


| 


nor yet & bloudy.as the Manichees. Iwould not'be Fplit 


hidd of God's fecret will, but from that which is expreſe't 
ofhis written Word. Where, of divers _— as 
often as they are divers,) I love to pitch upon That, 
which I finde agreed upon by the beit and wife#. And 
which, in my ſhallay judgement, (which yet is the 'dzepef 
thzt I havr,) doth fexm the Juſef, and che 'moft futable 
to the Analogie of Faith. Even Babes and 14iors have this 
advantage of their betters,to be afaid of that fire where wiſer 
men have been bum. And ſad'exprrience hath taught me, 
C whoam a Babe andan diet intreſpet of the aged and the 
wiſe, ) to firer aloof in my Dodirines trom thoſe fatal Helves 
whereon mine own ſmall veſſel hnath:oft been daſhed, and 
many others ( much greater) asit were ſhipwrackt bef1re 
mine eyes. This intirely is the reaſon, why I have bover'd 
2 long time betwixt the Abſaluteneſſe of a Decree, and the 
Libertyof a#Fall, like a crembling Needle betwixt 1woLoad- 
tones; or rather like a man wewly watking upon a Rope, 
who fo ballanceth his body with his two beads, that his 
continual fear of falling is the Principal Temre by which he 
ftands. TI dare not, for my lite, be fo bold as the'Pelagions, 


on the Symplegades of two intolerable miſchiefs, by robbing 
God of his Efficiency many one A&which is auturally good ; 
or by aſperſing his tyolineffe m any one AF which is-morelly e 
vill. [do endeavour to keep 'imy 1ſelf;(and others committed 
to my keeping, ) both from the rock of Preſumption, and ' 
from the gulfof Deſpair. I fleer as carefully :as I can («n 
this ſo dangerous Archipelag? ) betwixt the wature -of Gots 
will, and thecondtion of mine own ; that ſo my Confidence | 
may conſiſt with the great Requiſtte of Hwnility, I dare 
not impute to God what is wwaworthy for him to-own ; nor ar- 
rogate to my felf what is God's peculiar : and therefore | 
fertle my iminde and judgement upon theſe two Grounds. | 


I. That all the Evil of fin whiroh dweclieth in me, or com 
eth fromme, 15 not imputable unto God will, bur en- 
tirely comineciown. The Serpert:ynu the Prorepluft:were 


1 


Promoters 'of my guilt, but myGbd wasino;promoter 


either | q 


The two Grounds and Toxchſtones, 


either of their guilt or wine, When the $ ſpeak- | 
eth a lie, be ſpeaketh of bis own; He is the Fa of lies, 
and the works of your father ye will do, Toh. 8. 44. 


IT. That ell the good which I do, I do firſt receive; not 
from ay thing in my ſelf, but from the ſpecial Grace 
and favour of Almighty God, who freely worketh in 
me,both to will and to do of his. geod pleafare.Phil.2.13 
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don; for theſe are the Grounds on which I build 
my Theologie, and theſe are the Touchſtones by 
j which 1tr73it, WhatſoeverI beleeve concerning Ele- 
Aion or Reprobation , and whatſoever other Queſtions 
which are depending, I do infer from theſe T3 uths, 
which cannot poſſibly decerve me, And whilſt I tand 
to theſe Grounds, I am notable to quit my judgement, 
how little ſoever it (hall be far:our'd by ſuch as are wittily 
unreaſonable, So that wy Prixciples be right, 1 care-rot 
whither they condu8t me, whillt Scripture and my beſt Care 
are both my Guides inthe convejance; for whe re the 
Premiſes are true, the Concluſion cannot be falſe. All thar 
needs to be car'd for in the progreſ]e of my ſearch, is the 
legality of the dedufion; which, if it be wrong, I (hall 
be very glad to hear of for my inftru#ionz and if itbe 
r1ght, it cannot chooſe but be Truth, which leaps ſo natu- 
rally forth from the womb of truth, 

6, It by any inadvertercy ( either in we, or in the rea- 


B 3 der,) 


Tz theſe are Principles to be granted, my work is |. 


— 


Sic proponam, 
fic aſſeran,ut 
veritati, que 

nec fallir, nec 
fallitur, ſem- 
per inheream, 
ſemper cbedi- 
ens conſentt- 
enſq;”reperiar. 
Falpene, ad 
Monim. |. 1. 
ſub inir. 


; 5h 


| | 
1 
i 
| 


——_—_ 
_ % 


2 


Of the following Deſcourſe. 


Nec ineft tis 


arbitrio Pa- 
rres quidem 
(& Neorerici 


quam 0lim nog 
nulli putant 
impietas, fi 
hec rite modg 
accipiantar, 
& ficur ipſs 
ſcriptores ea 
accipi volue» 
rant. 


Apud Caſ- 
| and. conſal- 


P- 130. 


In prefat. ad 
Vind. Grat. 
Þ. 3» 


Gal. 6. r. 


que de libero 


aſſernerunt,ca 


der, ) my words ſeem to claſh with my Belief, it is by no 
other misfortune then befell the-Great S. Auſtin, when 
he us'd ſuch expreſſions againſt the Pelagians, as ſeem'd 
at leaſt to contradict what he had ſpoken againſt the 
Mazicheesz and yer ( as he profefſeth ) it was not his 
judzement, bur his ſtyle only that was chang'd. The ſay- 
ins of Bucer is remarkable, ( and the more for being 
Bucer's,) That there was not any ſuch harm tn what was 
ſaid by the learned, both ancient and modern, concerning the 
freedom of the Will, if things were taken as they were meant, 
(that is to ſay) by the rghthaxndle, And that would 
oftner be don, if the perſons of ſome men were not a 
prejudice to their cauſe, For I finde the ſame words 
paile with favour from one, which would not be exdurd, 
ſhould they be ſpoken by another. One ſhort example 
will not be #urdenſom to the R-aJer, DoRtor Twifie bim- 
ſelf hath ſaid; That the juſtice of God doth n0t appear inthe 
abſolute or ſimple condemnation of his creature, but in the 
condemnation of it for ſia. Thus he _—_— in his Preface, | 
which is moſt of it ſpent againſt Arminius, I did bur ſay 
the ſame nords to ſome admirers of Dr. Twifie, and yer 
was counted an Arminian z which makes me heartily 
defire, that I may meet with u»byas't impartial Readers, 
that whatſocver [I ſhall ſay in theſe following papers, 
may be compar'd with the two Principles I have even 
now aid : I difallowing all , that diſagrees with thoſe 
prenciples, as the nkg_—y e of myper, or the wſteed;- 
neſte of my brain, I deſire all may go for zozrore then it 
is worth, It I ſeem to any man overtakez in a faalt,he ſhall 
do well to reſtore me in the ſpirit of meekneſſe,remembri 
himſelf leſt he alſo be tempted.If T am thought to be in the 
zr022, by thoſe that think themſelves only in the r1ght, 


eee 


they can conclude no worſe of me,then that I ax: not in- 
| falible, 


| zavincibly ignorant ; and ſo for being moſt unpaſſtonately, I 


| only as the Author, and from 
-went 5 whether or nol.am deceiv'd,let the Krader judoe 


The firſt Principle Oppaſeth. 


fallible Ain any thing 1 evre, it is for want of apprebenſion, 
and not of e@w:ll:ngnrſs to apprehend; tor am 1 ſeverely to 
becenſur'd,forboing every whitas dw!,as thole thouſands 
of thauſaads who have thought as 1. da. 1 hope my Reaſons 
will make it clear,thar it Lerre, I am nat affefed(y, bur | 


am mot ly erroneons, Or tt Lam thonght not to be 
ſo, Idefire one favour from them that ſo think, even 
thatall my faults (whether 7cal,or ſupper a,) may rather 
' be laid npon-my perſar, then imputedto my Cauſe. 
7. Bcforel 4; 1 09% comin any thing fram the firſt of 
my Prenceples, I £e 2 .rece/ity to prove my Princi- 
ples to betrwe ;, for though the fooki/bneſſe of man perverterh 
his way, yethis:heant fretteth agamnſt the Lord, : There are 
men :intheworld of no ferall zawme; who have.told the 
world both out ofthe Pulpir, and from the Preſſe, that 
all the evill of ſin which is A —— from God 
anly as the Jaftru- 


by the following Catalozwe ot Expreſſios, Iforbearto 
name the Authors,: in meer crvflity to.their perſons : bur 
I have them lying by me very particularly quoted, and 
will produce them, if Tam ichallenaed by any nian's 


(to begin with the maildeſt. ) 

£c That -all.thmgshappen, not only by God's Preſti- 
< e:ce., butby his .expreſfe order and paſttive Draree, 
«« Whereby many:fromithe woprh are ze wdted 40 certain 


© and axewrrtable Definifon, what bythetr miſery Gol's 
6© Name may be glorificd, 


Doubt, ur Curioſity, The Expreſſions are fuchastheſt': | 


Prov. 19. 3. 


þ 


L.3. £23. 
--6. þ. 324- 


, 


|> '* TharGodditefterhis vaice:tofome, burthdrehey 


cc may 
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4 FI Frihtfull Doftrines ef ſome Men. 


L.t. part. 1. | 
<< condemnation for fin, is not an AF of his Juſtice, nor 
<< Joth it preſuppeſe ſin, Or if Damnation doth! preſuppoſe 
© 5x, it doth notfolfow, that the Preſczence of jz doth 


Digr. Lo. C.1. 
0.4 Þ. 1:5. 


© may be ſo much the deaferz he gives [7ght unto them, 
& but that they may be ſo much the 41;ndaws he offers 
* them 7z/tru#ion, but that wy may be the more 1gx0+ 
"frant\,” andhe ulcth a remedy, bur to the'end they may 
© 70t be healed; | 


<< That a wicked man, by the juſt impulſe of God doth 
(that which zs #ot lawful for him to do, | 


«© That the -Devil and wicked menare ſo refirained 


'*© onevery fide with the hand of God, as with a bridle, 


<< that they cannot concerve, nor executeany miſchief, nor 


'<< ſo much as endeavour its execution, any farther then 
<5 God: himſelf doth (not permit only, but) command : 
f*nor :arethey only held in fetters, but compelled alſo as 
<< with a6r:dle,to perform obedience to ſuch commands. 


© That Theewes and Murderers are the-inflruments of 


vt the Divine Providence, which the Lord himfelfuſeth 
'* to executehis Judgements which he hathdetermined 


<« within himſelf, and that he works through them, 


© That Gods Decree, by which any man is deſtined to 


& precede the Will or Decree of Darning, or if the 
© Will of Damning any manits an a# of vindrcative Ju- 


.*©-{{zce,ir doth not toHow that it preſuppoſeth ſip. 


© That God can will that man ſhall 20! fall, by his w:ll 


£© which is called Folatzs ſigntz -and inthe; mean while | | 


- - he 


Do FS QOH 


PX an. 


ee. lie i. te 


— 


| © doth not breaka law. The wer ſame ſin, viz. Adultery 


9 — ——— 


Frubtfull Doftrines, Oc. 


© his »e/!, for ir only ſignifieth what man uy todo by 


*© he canordain that the ſame man ſhall i»fall;bh and ef- 
&* ficactouſty fall, by his W:ll,ywhich is called Voluntas bene 
< zlaciti, - The former z:llof God is improperly called 


© r12ht ; but the latter will is properly called a Wl, be- 
*© cauſe by that he decreed what ſhould [ inevitably ] 
* come to paſle. 


- © That when God makes an Angel or a Mana Trazf: - 
& oreſſor, he himſelf doth not tranſgrefſe, becauſe he 


© or Murder, in as much as it is the work of God the 
© Author, mover, and tompeller, it is not a crime + but in 
© as much as it is of max, it is a wickedyeſſe. 


*© That they are cowards and ſeek for ſubterfuges, who 
<< ſay that this is done by God's Permiſſion only, and not 
<* by his Will. If the excecation and madneſſe of Ahab 
*©is a Judgement of God, ' the fi#:0n of bare permiſſion 
** doth rs w'aniſb ; becauſe it is ridiculous, that 
*© the Judge ſhould ozly perzzit, and pot allo decree what 
© he will have done, and alſo command the execution 
« of it to his Miniſters, 


*© That God's decree is not lefle efficacious in the per- 
"© miſhon of Ev:l,then in the produQtion of Good, (Nay) 
* that God's will doth pale, not only into the Permſſ 107 
* ofthe ſin, bur into the ſp itſelf which is permitted. 
* (Nay) that the Dominicans do imperfely and ob-, 
& ſcurel relatethe Truth, whileſt beſides Gods concur- 
© rence to the making way for fin, they require nothing 
*© but the zegation of efficacious, Grace, when it is mani- 


| 


TE 


L.2.part.1. p. 

142, 143, 

I47, 148, 
Co : 


4 


S. feſt, 


The firft 


Principle. 


Proved by 
Scriptare. 
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= " Gol Cleatel by feripture, 


© fet, that there is a farther proſtitution to ſins required, 
| ” (Nay afterwards ) that God doth ad4mrifter the occa- 


'© zation, according to all thoſe degrees, whether of Pr4- 
* ft or Pleaſure, repreſented in them, 


If my hand were not weary, if my heart did not tremble, 
if-both my ears did not tile, I could reckon up many 
more fach frightfull ſayings, from mine own krowledge and 
tnſpetion, which I have quoted to the page, and can do to 
the lize of their ſeveral Authors : beſides a cloud of 
blaſphemies which I could name from other compilers, 
it 1 either ited or had zeed-to take up any upon Truſt, 
Now by all this it appears,Cas well as by many 700 literal 
 expoſitrons of ſome Texts in Scripture,which make God 
(bleſſed for ever 1 ) to be the Tempter, the Decerver, 
and the Father of Lies, ) there is a neceſſ ty lying uponme 


to truſt it, v12, 

That all the Evill of fin which dwelleth 7 me, is not 
imputable to God's Will, but entirely to mine ow7. 
Aiam and the Serpent may be allowed as ſharers, 
but my God C bleſſed for ever 1) is none at all. 


8. This is plainby Scripture, & by the Evidences of Rea- 


for : (to which anon I ſhall add Antiquity. ) And firſt for 
Scripture, thoughthe force ofa Nega- 


Predeftingre Deum homines ad pec- ,:., . . ls tc 
Cata, aut pans, in S. Scripturis non F Te Ar gument 15 not 4 ref ret, yet it 
dicitur, ſed eos ad vitam aternam 1S not unworthy to DE ODIETV d, that 
predeftinare dicitur, quos vocare de= God is no where affirm'd to Prede fine 


6 0p: NEG fn: and therefore the-word- Predeſj;- 


zation is us'd without any Epithet, to 
ſienifie 


< fions of finning, and doth ſo »-ove and »yge them, thar 
*© they ſmite the ſinners minde, and really fa his Image | 


to prove my firſt Principle, before ſome Readers will dare | 


yp 


—— —— 


From all Cauſality of Stn, 


7 


ſignifie nothing but E/e#10n in the ordi- 
nary ſenſe: & itis ſer by D:v1izes (both 


member to Reprovation ; which cannot 
be done from the bare nature of the word, 


be the ſole uſe of it ( when the word it (elf 1s as fit to {ig- 
nifie the contrary but becauſe God is the Author of all the 
good that we do, and of all the good that we receize, 
whereas Man is his own Author of all the Evil which 
he committeth, and of the Evil which he ſuffereth for 
ſuch commiſſions ? 

9. And though this bare zegative Proof might feem 
fufficient in ſuch a caſe, [ that God doch no where profeſſe 
he wil's or decrees the ſin of May | yet ( to make us inex- 
cuſable when we excuſe our ſelves, like Adam, by an 
the leaſt accuſation of. him tha,made us) God d 
every where profeſle,thar he wil'szot:as when he (a) for- 
bids it by his Lazes, when he provides againſt it by his 
(b) Diſcipline, when he (c) ſhews us how to ato:d it, 
when he tels us ke cannot (d) endure it, when he (e) 
wins vs from it by Promiſes, when he frights us from it 
by (f) Threats, when he profefleth thar it is to him 
both a (g) Trouble, and a Diſhozour, Flow doth he(h) 
wiſh that his People had walked in his wazes 8 How doth 
he (1) expoſtulate and make his Avp-al, whether he had 
omitted any thing, which might tend to the coxwer(ion of a 
ſinful Iſrael > inthe whole ( k) 18. chapter of Ezekiel, 


even to them that had accus'd him in an «nworth; Pro- 
verb : [ The Fathers have eaten ſowre Grapes, and the 


| childrens Teeth are fct on edge | Are not my waies equal? 
C 2 an 


but from the Y[e of it in Scripture : and why ſhould that | 


God is pleaſed to make his own Apologie and Appeal, 


4| 


j 


Quatuor priores A4rticuli Lambethant 
4 funt de Praedeftinarione, dF Re- 
ancient and modern ) as an of polite probatione, quarum illa ſignifica-. 
tur Rom. 11. 33. bac Plal. 36. 6. 
Epiſc. Win. de Artic. Judic. 


aExod. 20.1. 

OM. 6. 12. 
b1Tim-1.20, 
c Deur. Il, 
18. 26. 


d Pſ.5.4 5.8 


45: 7: 
ell. 61.8. 


Deur. 5s. 29» 


fRo. 1.18. 
Gen.2.17. 
2 If.9.13. 


hb Pial 81.13. 
ilſa.s 3. 4 


þ Verſ\. 2,29. 


God Cleared by ſeriture, | 


Tor, To jul 


I. ad Eph. 
1036. 


adverſus 


Deos 
adfert tan- 
quam duas 
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Oikuua eogs- 


Said nuass 
Tmxblag, Sinu- 
jan Nuleegy,no 
qurouhoec 2a- 
x#s dai. 
Chryſoft. in c, 


Homil. 1. p. 


Auguſtin. He- 
reſ.6. Tertall. 


Mar. l.1.c.1. 
1 Duos 


and are not your waies un4qual ? Sure their waies had been 
his, if he had abſolutely contriv'd them, The foul that (in- 
neth it ſhall ate, verſ. 4. And why will je die O houſe of 


Iſrae] 2 verſ. 31; Which was virtually to aske them, 
why they would ſin too, waich they oug5t to have done, it 
he had will it : tor the poſitive will of God muſt and 
ouzht to be done z ard can any man be puriſht for doing 
that which he »-uſi > Muſt any man be puniſht for doing 
that which he 024: 2 'Tis bur anill »neg/ler ( which 
ſome men uſe ) to ſay that God hath a double Will, of 
which the one is ſecret, and the other revealed; the 
revealed will not only dewverſe, but even oppoſite to the 
ſecret one: God ordarning ſin with the one, whileſt he 
farbras it with the other ; and not alwaics wiling v7 ſecret 
what he reveals himſelfto be wiling to, for this isa Salvo 
(4 opir pepparer) a great deal worle then the wound 
which it fain would care. Gods wil indeed is divided 
amonelt orthodox D ivines inreſpet of ſeveral Ars, and 
in relation to ſeveral objefts, or to the very ſame objeR 
at ſeveral Times, and in ſeveral Qualifications, into his 


' his ſecret and revealed will : burto affirm two wils-in 
| ſkmplicity it ſelf, the one contrariant tothe other about the 
| very ſame AF, (theone decreeing that wery af which is 


[1 
[] 


i 
' 


4 


Symplegads | thoſe other 8prnions , againſt which it is, that thi 
: par gn m1 [__ her opinions , ag , $ my 


firſt will, and his ſecond will, his antecedent and conſequent, 


provi; ed by the othcr) feemeth a greater 'blaſphemy 
to ze, then that which the Gofticks, and the Marcio- 
nites, and the Manichees were guilty of, when they 
affirmed two Godc, as the different Fountains of Good 
and Evil, For by what [| finde in Tertulian ( who was 
beſt acquainted with M arcton's Hereſies) thoſe two Priz- 
ciples of Good and E vil were found out as a Refuge for 


Scribble 


— 


ſw) 
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From All Cauſality of Sin, 


| 
' 


} om 


Scribble was firſt deſignd. And what Tertullian ſpeaks 
againſt Marcin, might very well be repeated againſt the 

tſolute Reprobatarians : it having been better and more 
reaſonable (in that Father's Judgement ) that God ſhould 
never have forbid what he determia'd ſhould be dore,then 
thathe ſhould dete/m7ne to be dope what he forbid, And 
ſo'ris the leſſer blaſphemy of the two, to aſcribe Holineſſe 
to one Pringiple, and V7zhol:neſſe to another, ( in the 
Muarciante*s ſenſe, ) then 40th to him who is the Spirit 
of Holineſſe', who therefore cannot ſo irreſpefively de- 


cree the puniſhment of his Creature, asto neceſſitate his ſin, 


and ſo be the Author of his [mpenitence. 

Io. Let no man ſay then when he is tempted, I am temp- 
ted of Gol ( as our modern Razxters are wont to do ) for 
every manu tempted, when he ® drawn away of his own luſt 
and enticed, So far is God from being the Author of 
any man's fin, that he is farthfull ( faith the Apoſtle )) and 


will not ſufjer usto be tempted above what we are able, bur 
will be ſure to make a waz cither for conqueſt, or for eſcape. 


Idare not ſay then ( with hizz inthe Comedian, who 
h ad beena great ſinner, ) Quid ſi hec quiſpiam woluit De- 
uw > What if ſome God hath ſo decreed. it > for S, Fames 
makes me beleeve, that ſin is both ;ngendred and cone 
ceived within me : when my luft hath conceived, it 
bringeth forth ſin : and if my Lt is the Mother, ſure 
the Father is my W:ll. . It was Davids ſayingot wick. 
ed Iſrael, that they provok*'d Gd to anger ( rot with hs 
ill, but ) with therr own Inventions : there are Contri- 
wers of miſchief, (Pl. 58. 2. ) Dewiſers of lier, C Ecclel. 
7.13.) ſuch as weary themſ*!i1es 10 commit iniquity ( Jer. 
9.5.) Which cannot poſſibly be impurcd unto an a#- 
ſolute decree, How many Volumes have been written 
G2 De 
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Jam. 1. 13+ 
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God Cleared by Reaſon, 
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Vide Cornel. 


Agrip. de va- 


nit. ſcient. 


Dan- 9. 7. 


Eccleſ.7.29. 


Proved ſe- 
condly by 
Reaſons. 


Hooker £ccl. 
Polit. l. Is 


Eph. 1. 11+ - 


De arte Magica? De arte Meretricia? De arte Lenonum > 
with ſuch others as would #luſh to be nam'd in E-gliſb; & 
dare we ſay they are decreed,to be Myſteriouſly wicked? or 
that their deſtrai0% was irreſpetive & unconditional? 1 
am in ſuch diſorder and diſcompoſedneſſe of mind, whilſt I 
only repeat thele bold expreſſions, that were it not to good 
— ( as I conjeure and intend ) I durſt not venture 
to repeat them, O Lord, righteouſne(ſe belongeth wnto thee, 
but unto us confuſion of face, For thou haſt made man 
upright, but we have found-out many inventions, 


| rr. Aﬀter Scripture I come to Reaſon, by which I 


hope to make it. appear, that God Almighty is fo far 
from being Acceſſary to fin, and does ſomany things to 
hinder it, that he doth not pert it but in an equitable 
ſexſe : and amongſt many reaſons which may be given, 
I ſhall ( in cevility to my reader, and for the love of bree 
vity, )content my (elt with that oe, which to my ſcem- 
ing is the beft ; and I the rather think it the heft, becauſe 
I ground it upon a notion which I have formerly learnt 
from moſt judicious Mr, Hooker : That which af} i2zs to 
every thing the &:xd, that which moderates the power, and 
appoints rhe form and weaſure of working, That we pro- 
perly call a Law. Hence the #e:zg of God is a kind of 
Law to his working; becauſe that perfe#:o which God 
s, giveth perfefox to that he doth, So that being no- 
thing but whar is good, he can work nothing that is other. 
wſe,, It is therefore an errour ( faith that M an of judge 
ment ) to think there is no Reaſox for the works of God, 
beſides his atſolute will, ( although no reaſon is known to 
w,) for the Apoſtle tcls us, he worketh all things ( not 
ſimply and meerly according to his will, but) © 5 penis o 
Siudlg- wins according to the Counſel of his will : and wp 

| cauſe 


From All Cauſulity of Sin. 


cauſe he doth voluntarily ſet himſelf a Law whereby to 
work, it followes that that Law is no abatement to his 
freedom, If heispleas'd toſct himſelf a Law or Rate, 
not to. reprobate any but upon preſcrence of ſin, ( becauſe 
that is moſt conformable to the zature of his goodneſe, ) 
can this be any. przjudice to the perfeF102 of his being ? 
Is his #atwre the lefle abſolute, becaule it pleaſes him that 
his mz} ,be cond:tionall in ſome things, as it is at ſolute in 
others Does he loſe any prerogatrve, by being unable 
to be the Author of [iz ? Or is not that rather a very great 

Argument of his Power ? ſuch an ability as That being | 
meer Lafirmity, We are God's Creatures, but finis 
ours. | God ſaw every thing that be had made and behold 
it wa very good, Ve (ee the things that are made by 
the Fiat of our n:l/,and behold they are very evil. This 
Creative. power of ours we juſtly: reckon as the ſequel of 
Humane weakneſſe, and ſhall we heedleſly affirmit to be 
a Jexel inthe glorious diadew of God's Almightineſſe ? 
The Apoftle "hy hath told us, that God norketh all 
things, (Eph. r. 11.) but firſt he ſpeaks it of God's 
Ele#:0 which he predeſic'd in his Son, and the means 


Gen. 1.31, 


* Nec tamen 


conducingto ſnch az end, which are none bat good 4 not 
atallof Reprobation, the means 1n order towhich arc none 
but evill. Secondly, even * Beza himſelf doth fo in-. 
terpret that place, as not to 4nnhilate, or ftapefie, but ra» | 
ther to ſtrengthen, and to re#;fieour wils, God makes 

ani wil agood one, notnowillarall; ( as * B:2aclic- 
where ſpeaks, and it were heartily to be wiſhr. that he 
had never ſpoken otherwiſe ) according to that of Auſtin, 
Ex nolentibus facit volentes, He faies facit, not adigit, 
coit, compellit, He makes us willing who were unnilling, 
bur does not force us tobe willing nhilft we are unwil- 


[ 
| 
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idcirco ſumus 
ſtipites z ea e- 
nim* nobis ut 
velnmes of 
poſſimus con- 
cedit.Bexa:in' 
Eph. 1. 11. 
* Bene volu- 
mus, non qut- 
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ſed quia Dews 


ex mald vo- 
luntate bonam | 
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* Liberum (oo 
ſut arbitrii (F 
\ ſue* poteſtatis 
invenio homi- 
nem 4 Deo in- 
ftitutum; nul- 
lam magis I- 
maginem (ty 
ſimilitudinem 
Dei in ill 
animadver- 
tens; qudm C- 
juſmod!i ſtatus 
formam. Ter- 


ling ; ( that is to ſay, to be willing againſt our wils, or 
whether we will or n0.) 

12. Bur I finde that Thave ſhot ſomewhat farther then 
I aim'd ; it being only my defign, and the proper buſi- 
neffe of this place, to ſhew, that the words of the Apo- 
tle, [ he worketh all things ] are infinitely far from being 
meant either of /in, or Reprobation. So far from that, 
that God Almighty does not pert fin, as permiſſton fig- 
nifies commence or corſent , bur he permits it, as that 
ſignifies | not hinder by main force, ] It Ilee a man ſteal- 
ingand ſay rothing to him, I fo permit as to be guilty : 
bur it I warn and exhort, if I comife and threaten, and do 
all chat may avert him ( beſides &:11:72 him ) I fo permit 
as to be rncent, In like manner, all that is done by 
God Almighty by way of permiſſion, is his ſuffering us 
to l:ve, and have that rature of the will with which he 
made us. Whereas to deſtroy ws for the prevention of 
fin, or to make us become. ſtocks ( as Bez phrases it ) 
or like wooden Engines, ( which are moved only by wires 
at the meer pleaſure and diſcretion of the Engineer ) were 
by inevitable conſequence to * uncreate his Creature, 
which to do were repugnant to his immutability, as 


Tertul, (ſhewes. This 1s all that I am able to appre- 


cull. adverſ. | hezzd, or pronounce, | that God permits our ſins in this 
Marc. |. 2. C. 
s. ſee allo 
CAP. 6. 7» 


Proved by -. 
Antiquity 642. 
<. 18. 


ſenſe oaly; and that he diſpoſes and orders them to the 
beſt advantaze, | 7 

13.+ Having proved my firft Princeple by Scripture and 
Reaſon,” it will be as eaſte toconfirm it by the common 
ſuffrage of Antiquity; 'and to avoid the Repetition 


| of ſo long a Catalogue, which I ſuppoſe will be as 


needlejſe, as T am ſure ir will be nauſeous to a conſidera. 
ble Reader, I refer him to the Citations which will 
follow 
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follow my firſt inference $e4, 18, And 


for that very reaſon is to me the moſt 
venerable of any Proteſtant Confeſ] ion ex- 


to ſay,of the Dewvil,& ungodly men, ) turn- 
ing it ſelf from God to other things againſt the ( will aud ) 
commaniments of Gad, And the Orange S$5nd doth pro- 
nounce an Azathema upon al! that think otherwiſe. 

If any will not ſubſcribe to this Confe109, I will leave 
kim to learn modeſty both from Arrian the Heather, and 
from Philothe Jew. 


Exoiovuem Vo vs wh edwic, vas & wry of, Arrian. in Epifet. 
Emuagpply Ts of dreyilu $roahaghourreirs doiCelag ronng xaTirnNgny 
Toy «19pdriner Bier, Philo wel Sartxing Th Abend jp. Þ. 325, 


4 7 Þ 8: 


Y firſt Demand being granted, ( as in the Ma- 
thematicks*tis uſual to build _ certain Poſtu- 
lata,) it does immediately follow, that [ az 
himelf ts the ſole efficient cauſe of his eternal puniſhment | 
(Ifaythe ſole Cauſe,as excluding God,but not the Dew, 
whom yet I alſo exclude from the efficiency of the Cauſe, 


becauſe he only can 7zcite, and- propoſe i11 objefs, and 
D add 


Tametſi Deus creat fy conſervat Na- 
content my ſelfat preſent to (hut up all Tame, Dew erect -_ _ 


with that Art;cle of the Auguſtan Confeſ= 1 malorum vit. Diaboli Gy impio- 
ſion; (to which our 39 Articles have the rum bominum que avertir ſe 4 Deo ad 


oh . lias res tra mandata Dei. Au- 
greateſt regard and conformity,and which par CO, Artie, ave... 


—_— ad _ ny + poteftare 
preordinatos efſe, non ſolum non cre- 
cept our own,) That ihough Gods the Cre- dim, ſed chum fi fint qui rapture 
K4 malum credere velint, cum omni de- 
ator and Þ re ſ efT oF of Nature, Jet the only teflatione in ills Anathema dicim. 
cauſe of [in is thewill of the wicked ( that 1s Synod. Araufic. Can. 25. | 


The firſt 
Inference. 
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gmmonius in 
Fob, 8. 
_— we 
condemn as 
the. only cau- 
ſes of our own 


miſery. 
Hook,l.g. <. 
78%. 

Proved by 
Scripture. 


In the nega- , 
tive, 


s Per. 3. 9. 


add perſwaſions unto fin,” but cannot force or cauſe it in 
me, without my ll, and conſezt: fo that the Devil 


being only a Tempter, and Perſwader, cannot (for That) 


| be juſtly ſtyled an ef:cient, Or it he were, fure for 


that very Reaſon God himſelf cannot be fo: but only 
Max and the Devil muſt be the Concauſes of man's De- 
ſftru4ion;) The ſecond thing I am to prove. both by 
Scripture, and Reaſon, and the ſuffrage of Antiquity. 

I5. And here Iſhall notbe ſo folicitous as to riflle my 
Concordance, but make uſe of ſuch Scriptures as lye up- 
permoſtin my zzemor), and ſo are readieſt to meet my 
pen. Theſe I find are of two ſorts, nezative on God's 
part, and affirmative on man's, God gives the firſt 
under his: oath, ( Ezek. 33. 11. ) As Þ live, ſaith the 
Lord, I bave no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but 
that the wicked turn from his way and live © turn ye, turn 
ye from your wicked wates, for why will ye die, O houſe of 
ſſrael> In the 18. chapter. of the ſame Propheſie, the 


Latine tranſlation is more emphatical then the Engliſh : | 


for there it is not | zo cupio ] but | polo mortews morien= 
:i } not thathe does not wil! the death of a ſinner, but 
that he wils it not; he does not only 70t deſire it,but (which 
makes the proof ſtronger ) defire's the contrary, even that 
he ſhould turn from hu wickedneſſe and live: ( cap. 33, 
wv. 14. 70t willing ( faith S. Peter) that Any ſhould —_—_ 
but (on the contrary that All ſbould come to Repentance, 
And fo (1 Tim. 2. 4.) he will have all men tobe ſaved, 
and to come unts the knowledge of the truth, Where it ap- 
pears by the Context, that the Apoſtle does not only 
ſpeak of all kindes ofparticulars, but of all particulars of 
the kindes too : For he firſt of all exhorts them, thar 
prayers, and ſupplications, and gruing of thanks be made for 


all | 
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all men, ( verſ; 1.) Secondly, he does rftance in one 
ſort of men, for Krngs and all that are in Authiyity, 
( ver 2. ) Thirdly, he addes the Cauſe of his exhorta- 
tion, for this is good axd acceptable in the fight of God out 


| Samuour; who will have All men tobe ſaved, ( verl, 3. 4.) 


And if the Spazzſh frier ſaid true, that few Kings go tohel, 
(ziving this Reaſon) Secanſe all K +rg5 are but few,the Apo+ 


{les way ofarguing will be ſo much the ſtronger; for when 


he ſpeaks of all mes ingeneral!, he makes his inſtance in 
K i-9s, in al! K ings too without exception, thereby intimat- 
ing Nerothe wor{t of K ings, under whom at that time rhe 
Apoſtle liv'd, Aud he uſes another argument ( v-r(.6.) 
becauſe Chriſt gave himſelf a Ra;ſome for AY, This is 
yct more plaintrom Rom. 2.4, 5. Deſpiſejt thou the 
riches of hu goodnrſje, and forvearance and loag-ſuſtering, 


| zot knowing that the goodneſſe of God leadeth thee to repen- 


tance 2 but after thy hardneſſe aud imipenttent heart treaſur-- 
eſt up unto thy ſelf wrath agatuſt the day of wrath > Obſerve 
who they are whom God would have to repeat $ everi 
the hard hearted, and the ?mpenitent, ButT have proofs 
out af Scripture, lefe liable to Cavil then any of theſe, 
which yer I thought firtouſe, becauſe I finde they are 
the Chef of thoſe that Veoſſzus relies upon,and expounds 
to my purpoſe from the Authority of the Ancients, Not 
will I add to theſe Texts above three or four more, of 
which the one will fo eftabI:ſh and explain the other, as 
to leave no place ofcvaſion to the gainſayer. Firſt our 
blefſed Saviour is call*d by the Apoſtle, the Sawiour of 
all men, eſpecially of them that beleeve, (1 Tim, 4. 10.) 
as if the Apoſtle had foreſeen an objeQion, that the word 
[ all ] might be reſtrain'd unto the houſholi of Faith, he 


prevents it bya —— of general, and ſpecial: = 
ER 2 þ 


| —_— 
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Rom. 2.8, 


Veteris bac . 
Eccleſia ſen- . 
tentia fuir, 
velle Deum {\ 
converſionem + 
ad ſalntem + 
omnium, non : 
tantiun genes, 
ra ſingulorum, - 
ſed ſingulos © 
generum in- | 
telligens. Ge-. 
rard, Voſl. in 
Pelag. Hiſt. 
l.7.Theſ.2. 


1 Tim: 4.10, | 
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Reſponſ. ad 
Armin.pr fat. 
P. 16. col, 2. 


2 Cor. $.14. 


if heis a ſpecial Saviur of beleewers, he is a general Sa- 
vViour ob wnbeleevers ; not that Theſe can be ſay'd, whilſt 
theyare obſiinate unbeleevers, but only upon Condition 
they will repent and beleeve, Elſe why ſhould the Apo- 


with an [ eſpecially ] tothem that Seleeve 2 Certainly 
it *tis every man's duty to beleeve in Chrilt, Chriſt then 
dyed for every man, And this very argument 1s not ea- 
fily anſwer'd in the very confeſſion of D. * Tie ; who 
yer does by and by ſay, 'tis eafily anſwered, and yerhe 


| leaves it without ananſwerzonly ſcornes it, 8 let's it paſſe. 


This is ſecondly confirm d from the Apoltle's way of 
arguing ( 2 Cor. 5, 14.) 1f one ated for all, then were all 


logiſme ;, in which the thing to be proved 1s, that all were 
dead; and the Medium to prove it is, that one died for 
all, Now every man knows ( who underſtands how to 
reaſon ) that the argument of proof mult be rather more, 
then leſe known, thenthe thing 7» queſtzon to be proved : 
ſo that if it be clear, that all men were dead by the tall of 
che firft Adam, it muſt be clearer ( as S. Paulargues ) 


| that life was ou unto all, by the death of the ſecond 


Alam ; and it none were 4zed for but the Ele5, then the 
Ele& only were dead: forthe word | all ] muſt fignifie 
as amply in.the Aſſumption, as it does in the Sequel; or 
elſe the Reaſoning will be fallacious and zmperfet, The 
Apoſtlethus argues, | 

Tf one died for all, then were all dead y . 
But one died for all ; (that muſt be the Aſſumption ) 
Therefore all were dead. 

Wholoever here denies the M:zor, does ( before 


he is aware ) condemn the Sequel of the Major ; and fo 


file affirm the Saviour to be of All, and then come of | | 


dead, This is the 9zajor Propoſition of an hypothe;icalſyl- | 


ves 


"Wat being. Belo De ſe: 


gives the Lie tothe yery words Eh Text, which I 
can look for from none, unlefle irom,impure Hereticks, 
who would conclude the greateſt falſboods from the word 
of Truth, This is thirdly confirmed from the ſaying of 


'Þ | rhe Apoſtle, ( Rom. r1. 32.) that God concluded all in 


unbelief ( the Gentiles firſt, verl, 3o. and afterwards the 
Jewes, verſ. 31.) that he might have mercy upon all, from 
wheace I inferr, that if this laſt [ al ] belong to noxe but 
the Ele#, then none but the Ele# were concluded in un- 
belief. Bur *tis plain that all without exception were 
( firſt or laſt ) concluded in belief, therefore the mercy 
was meant to all without exception, Laſtly, it is con= 
firm'd from thoſe falſe Prophets and falſe Teachers, (2 Pet. 
2, I. ) whethough privily bringing in damnable hereſies, 


even denying the Lord that bought them, and bringtug upon | 
themſelves ſwift deſtruion, yet it ſeems they were ſuch | 


whom the Lord had bought, So far is God from being 
the Cauſe of mans deſtru3ion, by an abſolute, irreſpeFtve, 
unconditional Decree, that he gave himſelf a ranſom for 
them that periſh, Thcy were not left out of the bargaiz 
which was made with his 7#{t:ce, for the Apoſtle tels us 
plainly they were aQually Sought. He whoſe #loud was 
ſufficient for Ten thouſands worlds, would not grudge its 
extent to the major part of but ove: he was 2erciful to 
all mez, but the greateſt part of men are u»merciful to 
themſelves. He is the Savrour of all, but yet ali are 70: 


( p ; » 
ſaved, even becauſe he only offers, does not o&:trude him- 


ſelf upon us. He * offers himſelf to al, but moſt refuſe 
to receive him, He will have zo an to periſh, but re- 
pent, by his Aztecedent will; bur by his Conſequent will 
he will have every man to periſh who is /»peritent. 
Which is ſufficient to have beert ſaid for the zegative part 


D-'3 of | 


Rom 11:31. 


2 Per. 2.I, 


* Gratiam 
ſalutarem non 
exiſtimo con. 


ferri omnibus, 


ſed tamen 
omnibus 
offerri; v7 


preſto eſſe De- 


um ut confe-. 


ratur, Kpiſc. 
Winrt.de Ar- 


ric. Lamb. 
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Omnibus of- 


fertur Dei 


miſericordia, 
Nemo illius 
expers eft, niſi 
quit renutt, 
Bernard. 
ſeri. 1. in 
purif. Mar. 


In the 4ffir- 
mative. 


Hoſ. 13. 6. 
2Pet. 2.1. 
Prov. 19. 3» 


Jam. 1. 15. 


Rom. 6, 23. 


| 


| 


of my undertaking, [ That the cauſe of Damnation is not 
0n God's part ] in which, if avy one Textbe found of 
power to Convince, let no mancavil at thoſe others 
which ſeem to them [eſſe Convincing. It any one has 
an objeRion, let him ſtay for an anſwer till his objeRion 
has been urged. Ir might ſeem too eafie, to ſolve of je- 
F/ons of mine own choice, or confute an argument of mine 
own making ;, and therefore I paſſe ( without notice of 
common ſhiits, and ſubtertuges, till Iam call'd to that 
Druazery, ) to the ſecond part of my enterpriſe, which is 
the affirmative, | 

16. [ That man himſelf # the cauſe of hi eternall 
puniſhment, ] Which though ſuppoſed in the nega- 


tive, muſt yet be prov'd to ſome perſons, who ure 


will dezy that very thing when they ſee it in exe co- 
our, which they will preſently aſſet to, when they be. 
hold it in azother, He who is very loth to ſay, thar God 
i the Auchor of ſin and damnation, will many times ay it 
in other terms ; and therefore, in other terzzc, it muſt be 
proved that he is ot, O Iſrael thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, 
bat in me i thine help, ( Hoſea 13.6.) They that pri- 
vily bring in Damnable Herefies ſhall bring upon them« 
ſelves ſaift deſtrution, The fooliſhneſſe of man perverteth 
his way : and as when Iuſt concerveth it bringeth farth in, 
ſo in when i: © fintjbed, bringeth forth death, (Jam,1.15.) 
Ifdeath is that monſter, of witch fin is the Dams, that 


prevail'd upon by faſh:ons, and modes of (pcech ; and 


brinns it forth, how foul a thing mult be the $'re 2 and | 
can there be any greater #laſphemz, then to bring God's | 
' Providence into the pedegree of Death > Deach ( faith 
the Apoſtle) us the wages of ſin, ( Rom. 6.23.) And wa- 


2es is not an 4*ſolute, but a relative word, It is but reav | 
ſon. 
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fon he ſhould be paza'ir, who hath dearly earz'd it by 
his work. It is the ſturdy will of man that is the ſervant 
of þn,  Diſobedience is the nork, Neath eternal is the 
wages, and the Dew!l isthe paj-maſter ; who as he ſets 
men to work tothe drſborovr of their Creator, ſo he pazes 
them their wages to the advancement of his glory. From 
whence I Conclude, ( with the Bock of W:ſdome, ) God 
made not death, neuher hath he pleaſure in the deſtrution of 
the living © for he created all things that they might have 
their being, and the generations of the world were heal:hful, 
and there is no po;ſon of Deſtruiton in them, nor the ki;g- 
dome of death upon the earth. But ungodly men with their 
words and works call*d it to them, and made a Covenaiit nith 
it-becauſe they are worthy to take [ weivn | part with it. 
17. I will confirm this truth by no more then one Rea- 
ſon ; which, if it is notthe beſt, doth ſeem to me to be 
the fitteſt ; as being apteſt to evince both the connexion, 
and zeceſ] ity, of my firſt inference, from my firſt Prixcs- 
ple. Itistaken from the xature and .uſe of Puniſhment , 
which asſoon as it is nam'd, does ſuppoſe a Guilt , for as 
every ſin is the * tranſereſſion of ſome Law, fo every 
puniſhment is a revenge onlome ſia, From whence it fol- 
lowes, that if a mans [in is from himſelf, 'tis from himſelf 
that he ts puniſkt, And asthe Lay is not the Cauſe, but 
the * Occaſion only of fin; ſo God is not the Casſe, 
but the Jzfi;Fer only of puniſhment : for ſo faies the 
Apoſtle, $1 taking occaſion by the Commandment wrought 
in me all manner of Concupiſcence : for without the Law ſin 
was dead, Tratwhich 1s good not being made death, but ſin 
working leath by that which 1s good, God and his Lay, are, 
each ofthem, the Cauſa-ſine-qua-non, the Condition with- 
out which, {1n and puniſhment could not have been, (tor 

without 


Vetrſ. 20. 


Wiſd. 1. 13. 
14, 15, 16, 


proved ſe- 
condly by 
Reaſon. 


* 'Aropuia, 


* Rom. 74.8. 
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qne vera 
ſunt, eo !pſo 
quod vera 


ſunt, falſa 


ſtum, 


* am.r.ne,: . . . . . 
Ml Jos tion many t!mes betwixt Pain, and Puniſhment not 
"_ conſidering that Puniſhment is a Relative word, of which 


Tat Mes Yorw- 
x/5-2, Apx4 expreſt in Scripture by the mutual relation betwixt a 
Luctanum dr, 
* Ideo prej- 
CIV, quia 

decretoſuo fic 
ordinavit. & 
for no other 
reaſon, Niſt 
quia Deo ita 
viſumeR.Cal- 
vin. Toftir. 1. 
Z+ C. 23. 6.7, 


Non percipie | upon it muſt follow, that puniſ5ment could not be ore 
ſe dicere, ea | 1 


fint. Avguſt. 
contra Fau- 


without Law, 10 fin, and without God, no Reprobation, ) 
bur not the Energetical efficient Cauſe, of which fin and 
puniſhment were the zeceſſary effe8s. For if God had 
made az Hell by an abſolute purpoſe, becauſe he would that 


their fins; Damnation had been a Miſery, but not a Pu- 
niſhment : as it a Po'ter makes a veſſel on purpoſe that 
he may break it, ( which yet none but a mad man will 
ever do, ) or ifa man meerly for recreation cuts up Ani- 
mals alive, ( which yet none ever did thatI can hcar of, 
except a young Spaniſh Prince, ) it 18 indeed an _infelicity, 
and a Torment, but no more properly a puziſh nent, then 
itis any thing elſe, Indeed the Common yeople, who do 
not underſtand the juſt propriety of words, make no diſtin- 


the correlative is Breach of Law , and theretore is firly 


| Parent, andaChild, When luſt hath conceived it bring- 
' 2th forth ſin; ſin being perfected bringeth forth death, 
* ( Tam. 15.) which1isas much as to ſay, ( accord- 
ing to the propreety of the Apoſiles own words ) ſin us the pa- 
rent, and death is the child, Now there cannot be a 
Child without a parent ; (they being relataſecundumeſſe;) 
' much lefſe can the child be before the parent ; (for ſuxt 
| /mul natura, & dicuntur ad converteatiam. ) Whete- 


— ——— 


| datned by God, either without fn, or before it , or 
| without any reſped, or any #atuitzon of it, ( which yet the 


ſome ſhould ſuffer it, and not in a previous ratuition of |. 


great * Mr, Calvin» does plainly lay. ) I -fay it could 
zot, becauſe it implies a contradiiovy, For though God 
could very eaſily make Adams out of the' earth, and the 


earth 


we 


ey | & I 
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earth out of nothing, yet he could not make a ſinful Cam 
to be the ſor of ſinful Adam, before there was an Adam, 
much lefle before there was a ſinful one : becauſe it were 
ro be, and ot to be at the ſame time 5 Adam would be a 
Cauſe, before an Entity ; which God Almighty canno: 
effe&, even becauſe he 1s Almighty, So that when the 
Romaniſts aflert their Tranſubſtantiation, or the poſter:ty 
of Marcion their Atſolute decree of all the evil in the 
world, ( both pretending a Reverence to God's Omnips- 
tence, ) they do as ooud as lay this, That the things which 
are true may therefore be falſe, becauſe they are true; or 
that God is ſo Almighty, as ta be able not to be God : the 
beſt Reſulcofan Ab:l:ty, ro werifie two parts of a contra- 
ation, ( So laid Auſtin againſt Fauſtus, and Origen 
againſt Ceiſw,) WVhenſoever ir is ſaid, [ God can do 
all things ] *tis. meant of all things that become him, So 
1ſidore the Pelujiote, But (to returnto that argument 
inthe purſuit of which I have ſtept ſomewhat too for- 


| wards) if Gods pr4ord:na!ion of mans eternal miſery were 


in order of nature before his props of mans ſin, as Mr. 
Calvin evidently affirms in his [ Idco * praſciverit,quia 
decreto ſuo preordinavit, ] ſetting Preordination as the 
Cauſe, or Reaſon, or previous Requiſite tohis Preſci- 
ence, ) either mans Reprobation mult come to paſſe withe 
out (in, or elſe he muſt fin to bring it orderly topaſſe ; 
which'is to make God the author eithcr of miſery by it 
ſelf without relation unto fin, or elſe of fin in order to 
miſery, The firſt cannot be,becauſe God hath * ſworn, 
he hath 20 pleaſure in the death of a ſinner, ( Ezeh.33.44.) 
much lefle in His death who never fin'd, And becauſe, 
if it were ſo, the Scriptures would not uſe the word Wa- 
ges, and the word Puniſbment,' and the word Retriba- 

E tion, 
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credimue . 
Tertul. 1. de | 
Poaenit. CG 4+ | 
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I2, 


x Jam. 1.15, 


3 Rom.6.21. 


Poterit Deus 


homo non la 
batur; interea 
voluntate be- 
neplaciti fta- 
tuere poteſt 
gratiam effi-_ 
cacem negare, 
ex quoinfall;- 
bilitergy effi- 
caciter ſeque- 
tur ut laba- 
tur. Twifl. in 
vind.Grat. 1. 
i. dc pred. 
Y.12.P-140. 
Vo. : Gag 
Hiſt.lib. 6. 

| Theſ. 2. 


* Ecclcſ.15. 


2 Rom.6.23. 


velle volun- | 
tate fignt (| Mas : >, 
approbante, ut | Theologie, eternal puniſhmentis imputed to Gods Ane |- 


it, are faintoſayitina Diſyuiſe. 


—_ ate ARE 


; tzox, and the word Reward, Hell indeed had wes: 


. Turment, but nota Recomp-mce 4, a fatal Miſer), but not 
a Mult, an Ad of power, but not of T1engance which 
yet in many places is the tle that Go1ſpeaks in, Ven- 
 geance is mine, and I will repay, Rom. 12.19, Nor can 
the ſecond be lefle impoſſible, it having formerly been 
prov'd, that God is not the Author ot fin, * he 4ath ao 
need of the ſinful man, whereby to bring mans Ruiz the 
more conventeatl about ; and moſt of them that dare ſay 
Some indeed are for 
[ ligonem ligonem, | but the more modeſt blaſphemers are 
glad to drefle it in cleaxer phraſe. A ſtrange: #r»3ngr in 
Divinity, to putthe 1 childe before the parent, the 2 wa- 


ges before the work, the 3 end before the means, the Re- 
probation before the ſin 1 yer fo they do who make the 
Decree of Reprobation molt zrreſpeFrve and ucond!:10nl ; 


and after that, ſay, that whozz God determines tothe end, 
he determines to the means, To put the horſe upon the Brie 
ale, is a more rational Hypallage : for by this kind of 


tecedent will (which is called the fir/t ) and fi to his con 
ſequent will, ( which is the ſ-cond, ) The firſt <orydec, 
and the other only iny4iec, puniſhment ch:eft), and fin by 
way of Conſecution,Men are bid not to fin ex volunate ſig- 
#4, or revelata, but aredetermin'd tolt ex voluntate ace 


culta, or beneplaciti, Diſtinftons very good, when ar firſt | 


they were invented for better uſes, The former by $. 
Chr:ſoſtome, fronn whom it was borrow'd by D amaſcene, 
and from him by the Schoolmen, But Ifay they all 
were us'd to very contrary purpoſes, by them, and by 
theſe, who endeavour'd to repel thoſe Fathers with their 
own weapons, ( as the elaborate Gerard Voſ/ius does very | 


A. > Da, oo © to ww cs i as 


NY, OB 


FF ©» ©5 ag Ayr co mv 4-H te 


largely | 
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largely make appear.) I am forry I muſt ſay, ( what | 


yet { muſt ( ſaith * Tertullian ) when it may tend to edi- 
fication ) That the Lord God merciful, and gracious, long- 
ſuffering, abundant tn gooaneſſe and truth, who is all Bow- 
els, and no gall, who hateth nathing that he hath made, 
who in the »2:dſt of Judgement remembreth mercy, forgiv= 
ing iniquity, tranſoreſjion, and ſin, is exhibited to the 
world by the Authors and Abetrors of unconditional Repro- 
bationgas a hinde of Platonick Lower of lo excellent a Crea- 
ture*s everlaſting miſery, 
confeſſed to be an * Horrible Decree, (who yet beleew/'d 
it, ) how fr12hiful muſt rhat opinion appear to me, who 
did theretore not believe it, becauſe it frighted me into 


my wits? For to ſay that God is «19garailang-, a ſlayer of 
men from. all eternity, ( who is the Lamb/lain, that is,” 


3 


a Saviour, from the Foundation of the world, (Rev.13.s.) 
is to affirm that of h:;, which he affirmed of the Dev:l, 


who is called by our Saviow, A Murderer from the bes | 


ginning, Job. 8. 44. Which the Devil could not be, if 
God had a#ſolutel; willed rhe Death of any, without reſ- 
pe# or relation to the ſuares ofthe Devil, it being im- 
poſtible to murder the Dead ; or to ſlay tholc that- were 
kild long before they were born, I know by whom it is 
anſwer'd, [| That God doth ll ir, not as it is fin, but 
aSitis a Medium tor the ſetting forth of his Glory ; and 


ſo Damnation, ] But whilſt men fizde out Diſtin#1ons to | 


excuſe God Almighty, they do imply him to have offend- 

ed, Arhing which 1am now ſo very weary even to think 

0x, that I haſten, for ſome refreſhment,to my third proof of 

this Iyference, to wit from the ſuffrage of Antiquity. 

18. BeforeIname any particular, I will take rhe con- 

fidence to ſay in general, Thar all the Greek and Latize 
E 2 


Which if Mr. Caluiz himfelt 


* Quod dice- 
re periculo- 
ſum, ad adi- 


cationem 
Ne 


eft.Tertul.de 
peen.cap.5. 


* Decretum 
horribile qui- 
dem fateor,in- 
ficiari tamen 
nemo poterit. 
Calvin. In- 


ſtir.1.3.c.23. | 


g- 7+ 


Proved third- | 
ly by Antiqui- 
iy, 


Fathers |? 


DE — 


— 
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Ignatius in ep. 
ad Magnef. þ. 
$3-edit. Uſ- 


| fer. Zuftin. 


Martyr, in 
Apolog. prima 


' pro Chriftia- 


ny pap.3s. e- 
dit. Sylburg. 
1597 - 
Tertull. contra 
Marcion. |. 1. 
C. 24+ edit. 
Fun. 4. D. 


1597+ 


Lib. 2+ C, & 6, 


| Fathers before $. Auſtin, and even Auſtin himſelf before 
his contention againſt Pelzzir, (and even during that 
contention in ſome places of his works ) beſides thoſe 
many Fathers who lived after him, were unanmoyſly of 
this Judgement, That God did not abſolutely decree the 
Reprobation of any Creature, but apon praſcience 4nd ſuppoſi= 
tron of wilful rebellion and impenitence, Ihave not liv'd 


meſt : and by the help of ſuch ColleFors as I have gotten 
into my Study, ( wherco: Voſſins hath good teaſon to be 
the Chief upon ths occaſion : and I the rather uſe him, 
becauſe I find him ſo very puncual in every oneof the 
quotations, which I have had the opportun::'y ro make 
trial of ) Iſay, by the help of ſuch credible Compilers, 1 
* ſhall give in a cloud of witneſſes ( T hope ) ſufficiently Au- 
thentick, I love as little to be Volumizou, as Callima- 


fore (hall ſet down only the Subſtance of what the Fa- 
thers have ſaid, referring the Reader, by my Citations, to 
the larger fields of their Diſcourſes. 

'Eety 484Cs7 719, &19pwros TY AtaCixy 31 Norv The Puotaty an Yom of iavty 
y19 un yiritp@-. 

"Or: eurefuoer Thrs of 'Aſiier gair@- & Tor ArSpuroy Thi agyluw 
iroiuesy 6 ©uir, Mains Voip or or rhuppiriona, Thw Tinugiar o aiorie 
wg xopcionylas, 

Plurieus pereuntibus, quomdo defenditur pertecta bo. 
niras 2 ex mrajore parte ceſſatrix, paucis alzqua, ' pluribus 
nulla cedens perations, partiaria exitit > Quod ſ; plures ſalvt 
02 erunt, erit jan 300 bomtas, ſed malitia perfetor. --- 
magis autem non faciens ſalvos, dum paucos facit, perteCior 


Deo conftitutum, ---lapſunzque hominss non Deo, ſed libero 


ejus Arbitrio deputandum,, (I wonder Vſius did = 
| take 


long enough to read them all, but I have 4ipt into the | 


chus would have me, (cu; wite B1Exior ice xaxir ) and theres | 


erit in non juvando, --- ſue poteſtatis inveno hominem 4 | 


With being Felo De ſe. 


25 


take in Tertulran, -rhen whom there is not ary one more ! 
direaly for this purpole. 7Fuſtin Marty alſo was ill 
omitted; and fo was S, [znatius. ) 


'0 mY ©n0c &n Sghov jus y1ick penile, 0s fy y 0s Mwnot WF nparixan. ——— 
& #* Yarnoiag romne. Toy xugacr Twas, ind SIigiar inay pnerms v pic 
$4} tic Sunelar Sond)3 efondls, 

'A4 I} Qs Rrnopipe ing gipery 79 IQ” TOY d19furuer Nor Taody TO) 
EKnTOV, 


- 


Ionem autem aternmum non illis, quibus dicitur © diſte- 
dite a me malediiit | paratum oftenatt,. ſicut regaum juſtis, 
ſed Diaboio, & Angels «(jus 3 quia quantum adfſe,. homi- 
nes no adperditionem creavit, ſed ad witam 4ternam & 
gaudium, (Note that Chr1ſoſtome, TheophylaR, and Eu- 
thymus, interpret thole words of Chriſt, as Origen doth.) 

Ti-Ii », 6 Ode inoies 7573S, ap* GY 5x aFikuzs yirdoxeds 5 

'O 8 Oro, ira defy Tex tur} enhdyxra, Terre; Nyeru, Thouy apyai- 
gen. Er alibi, autos mou arhayyritirat ip Yue, prnggFupuG!, wire its 
Epiarlec wggoinS wp age erin, ; 

Tiuvgia , a7 Td dixavor xgtua TY Oy. wn di & mw Siifiuart 
eur) Ti By pnorvy Gti & wp Sine © nos Thee i, Terra; uwrigey 
auTy 7 Zune, 

Tdeo vent Dominus T:ſus ut ſalvum faceret quod perie« 
rat, Venit ergo ut peccatum munat tolleret, ut vulera no- 
ſira curaret, Sed quia non omnes medicinam expetunt, ſed 
plerique Refugiunt, --+1deo wolentes curat,, non adfiringit 
1N2U1N0s, 

No injuſte judicat, quia omnes vult ſalvos fiert,. mas 
nente juſiitia, «<= Deus utique vult omnes ſalvas fieri, Cur 


non impletur ejus voluntws 4 Sed in omni locutioze, ſerſus \ 


eſt, conditio later, Yult omines ſalvos fieri, f1 accedant 
ad eum : non enm ſic wult,. ut nolentes ſalventar, fed vault 
illos ſalvari, fi & ipſt wvelint : nam legem omnibus deait, 
nullum excepit a ſalute, | 


Mipry 


Clemens Alex, 
« weyrper1. 
p- 24. edit. 
Commel. vice 
& Clem. Rom. 
I. 1. Atavra- 
287, Cap. 45. 
Theophil. ad 
Autol. I: 3. p. 
335.edit. Ba- 
fil. 1555. © 
Origen. tra. 
34-in Matth. 


p. 194» 


Athanaſf.orat. 
de mcarn. 
verbi Dei. T, 
I. Þ. 45: 
Macarius Hy- 
mil, 26. p. 
230, 


Homil.3o p. | 


FT Homil. 
in Pſal,2g. 
p. 80. 
Ambroſ. 2. de 
ſecund4 inter- 
pellat. David. 
Co Ihe 


Hilarius D14- 
con, in epiſt. 
Pauli > Rom. 
Go 3. 9, 
Idem ad 

1 Tim. 11» 
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re 


* Chryſoft. in 


* Miu 3} ©ih, & wdrra; Sine owhhim, oiiiruc vip dwdllen 06 


LT Tim.ic.2.p.' wwxse Et rdvrag aewroe nies ehhims Fine ov Bir &d Shines, 


lgg6. 


| 


wWxs, —— Taflaxy pr Wddxia, m6 Sinus bt T6 gry s por iris x) de 


Idem ad E- | Sinnuar rr Sinnua aff Tor, T9 i Yannicy mHaprixoTa;* Sianuea $euTeegr, Ta 
pheſ.c.1.Hom. * avopper xaxtc mnnicg 8 0 Oh d1dy xn ares X0AdZEH, amd Fnpa, —iU. 


1.-p. 1036. 


Hieronymus 
adverſ. Pela- 


gians 1.2. ſub 


finem oF ad 
Epi.c. 1. 


Prinaſius in 
8 Tim, 2. 


Danaſcenus |, 
2. orth, fid. 
Co..209. 


Idem contra 
Manicheos þ. 


37 8. edit Ba- | ipory 7 Mitxanoou yns atthe 
fil. 1578. 


OecumeniMus 
ad 1 Tim. 2. 


Anſeleis in 
Matth. c. 6, 


| 


j 


LY 


| 


| 


Nxia Lv 70 apaTor Finnua, To oped egy Dianua, T9 wir' mdvpicg Fiknun, 
— Ti" tx) Era pi; Yo urs a 9edveoril@, HY xa axdirac bd, 


M jſeratur humsno generi Deus,& nox wult perire quodfecit. 

Vult Deus quecunque ſunt plena rattonts & conjulii, Vult 
ſalvari omnes & in agnittonem veritats wventre, Sed 
quia rullus abſque propria w0luntate ſervatur, ( liberi enim 
arbitrit ſumus ) vult nos bonum velle, ut cum woluerimus, 
velit tn nobis & ipſe ſuum implere conſultum, | 

Conſtat Deunm omnia bona velle, ſed homines ſuwo witio 
precipitantur in malum, 


Kgb $4 eidVireu, os 6 Otos aporyruer Fine wdrla; owd lite, x; 7 Pamnein; 
anTy Tux Ay. 
Tf 454 Foril@y aurt we ajavec, Apapravoviag dt Sine xonateay we Sixmpry., 
Ainarart By To apdTey wegnysuÞoy Filnprs 3 b1Nxiac if awry &r, To di dis 
Teggy EToppor Finnua, ty aagexwgnnc it numricxe mwriccg. — doadov fn db- 
xar0{ovn' it 5 Jihwv xeirei, 4M & XZ wggnyeuſor Sianua, ena xD ine 
por. ——23) 79 wÞ aperyuppor Sinnue oi Ott, * aa Forvles bt, 1008 ihe 


Ee SiAer 0 arg Fein eic iyvany alntHag cx 0 dy ] Ti uh yirnrau 
Sizes; & yirsTw, {rt cxciver & Dior, Oudty i age eraynlu mod 6 
©6656, 


Due ſunt voluntates in Deo. Ina miſericordiz, que 
203 eſt cogens, nec aliquid libero arbitrio aufert, Qua ome 
nes Fomines wult ſalvos fiert, quod tamen in libera voluntate 
illorum poſitum eft, Eſt alia, que eſt ae effeFtbus rerum, de 
qua. dicitur, [ omnia quecunque voluit, fecit, ] huic nemo 
poteſt reſiſtere. De qua auitur, Voluntat: eJusS quis reſt 
flit> ( atque hac eft duplex, permittens, reſpeFu mall 
approbans, reſpeu bant,) ATtaque homines refijtunt vo- 
luntati milericordiz, & 07 reſiſtunt voluntati juſtiriz, 


'Ov 8 tht 79 x0\4om brnacy nudc, ama age 70 uerax an || 


( Poſtea 
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( Poſtea in huac ſer ſum, ) Orate ergo, fiat voluntas tua, | 
ſicut tn c@#lo ( ubi nog reſiſtutur ) ſic & 19 terris, uti reſiſtitur, | 

Dew ex ſe ſumit ſeminarium miſerendi, Quod judzcat & | Bernardus 
condemaat nos, eum quodammodo cogimus, ut lopge ali- os 62-142 
ter de corde ipſits miſeratio, quam anmadwerſio procedere Idemſerm. 1. 
wideatur, ---0mmbus offertur, & in communi poſita eft Dej | '" Pif-Mar. 
miſericordias, xemoillims expers eft, niſi qui reautt, | 

If after all theſe teſtimonies, I have S, Auſtiz and 
Proſper to fide with me in my aſſertion, I know not why | 
I may notſeem, to thoſe who think me in anerror, at — _ 
leaſt to have ratzonaily and diſcreetly erred : and though | _— i Ri- | 
Grotis gives a reaſon why S. Auſtin is the unfitteſt to be Difaiſ p. 97: 
a Judgeinthele matters, yet if Proſper ( who beſt knew 5##: 


him) may be allowed for his {zterpreter, lam very 


— 


[| fraudant magno & ſummo bono, maliſque penalibus impli= 


well content that he be one of my Jury ; for of four Ex- 
poſitions which that Father. made ( in ſeveral parts of his 
writings ) upon 1 Tim. 2.4. | God will have all mento 
be ſaved, ] I findeoze very diretly juſt ſuch as I would 
have it; andir is even in thoſe writings which he pen'd 
after the Herefie of Pelagiz was on foot ; which is 
therefore with me of very great moment and Authority. 
To this Queſtion, 

De bona wolutate unde ſit, ſi natura, cur non omnibus, | auftin. in lib. 
cum ſit idem Dew omnium Creator > ſ dono Dei, etiam | 4 _ & 
hoc quare #01 omnibus, cum homines velit ſales fieri, _— 

He thus Anſwers, c. 33+ 

Vult Dew omnes Gomines ſalz'0s fieri, non fic tamen ut 
cis adimat liberum arbitrium, quo wel bene wel male uten- 
tes juſtiſſime judicentur. Qxzod quum ſir, Infideles qui- 
dem contra voluntatem Det factunt, cum ejuu Evangelio 
nog credunt : nec 1deo tamen eam wincunt, verum ſeipſos 


| = 


cant, 


| —— 


ry Il | 
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Idem ſerm. 
38. ge Sans 
4s. 


* Nihi! aliud 
| accipiendum 
in ifto Angu- 
ftint ſermone 
exiſtimo, quo 
ad interitum 
quoſdam pre- 
deſtinatos fir- 
mat, (5c. 
Fulgent. ad 
Monim. 1. 1. 


4 Fad 


obje. Vicen, 
Artic, 2. 


ſeqq. 


| cant, experturi in ſuppliciis poteſtatems ejus, cujus in donis | 


miſericordiam contempſerunt, | 
Tnevitabilis illa ſententia, [diſcedite a me malediQi] 
a piiſſ imo Deotdeo multo 4/090 he a nobis tots vis! 
ribus caveatur : ſi enim nos Deus noſter wellet punire, non 
nos ante tot ſecula commoneret, Invitus quodam modo wvin- 


dicat , qui quomodo evadere poſſimus, mulio ante demons | 


ſtrat : nonenim te wult percutere, qui tibi clamat, obſerva. 


*[is very true that S. Auſt:z did ſometimes let fall | 
ſuch expreſſions, ( tranſported ſometimes in the hear of 


his diſpute ) as rais'd ſome calumnies after his death, 
as if he had thought that God created the greateſt part of 
mankinde on purpoſe to do the will, not of God, but of the 
Devil, But Proſper made it appear, in his Anſwers to 
that and the like Obje&ions, that they who cenfur'd Au 
ſtia's Judgement, were ſeduced to it by his ſtyle - and 
that (notwithſtanding the misfortune of his expreſſions ) 
Auſtin's judgement and his owne, was clearly this ( and 
ſo * Fulgentius doth profefle to underſtand it, ) 

---S juceriſ] ime credendum atque profitendum eſt, Deum 
welle ut omnes homines ſalwvi fiant. Siquidem Apoſtolus, 


cujus ifta ſententia eſt, ſollicitiſſime precipit, ut Deo pro | 


omnibus hominibus ſapplicetur : ex quibus quod mulri pe< 
reunt, pereuntium eſt meritum ; quod mult: ſalvantur, 
ſal vantis eft donum, --- Nemo ab eo ideo creatus eſt, ur 
periret : quiaalia eſt cauſa Naſcendi, alia Pereundi. V7: 
enim naſcautur homines, couditoris eſt beneficium ; ut autem 
pereant, prevaricatoris eſt meritum, «=» 1nſanum omnino eſt 
dicere, Voluntatem INet ex Det voluntate non fieri ; & 
D amnatorem D iatolt ejuſque famulorum, welle ut Diabolo 
ſerviatur, ---Nullo 1040 credendum homines---=ex Dei 
w'oluatate cecrdrſſe, cum potins allevet Dominus omnes qui 
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ut in bona woluntate maneatur, Qui & riuſquam deſe- 
ratur, neminem deſerit, Er »wul:os deſertores ſzpe con- 
yertit, --- Deus nec que illaminavit, obcacat ; nec que adi- 
ficavit, deſtruit ; nec que plantavit, evellit, Quia pre- 
ſciti ſunr caſurt, non ſunt predeſtinati, Efſext autem 
| przdeſtinari, fi efſcne reverſuri, 8 in ſanRitate ac veri- 
tate manſuri : ac per hoe predeſtinatio Dei mults eſt Cau- 
ſa ttandi, nemini eſt Cauſa labendi. ---H:; cum a pie- 
tare deficiunt, non ex Dei opere, ſed ex ſua voluntate 
deficiunt. Caſuri :awen & receſſuri ab eo, qui falli non 
poteft, praſciuntur. ---Dexzque qui voluntatem ſpreve- 
runt invitantem, voluntarem Det ſentient vindicantem. 
'O AtdCohg@r + apdreyareriCa; + ar3purer, Drury 75 ar@y Ad i rele 
exg;hdruc irupydodls, Theodor, Heracl. in Joh. 8. 44. 
. Anathena ill:qui per Det praſcientiam in mortem homt- 
nem deprimi dixerit, Synod, Arelatenfis. 

Su prorſu deciptuntur Arbitrio, ſua woluntate labuntur, 
& ſo mn [uh deſidia perſeverent, ipſi ſe his que accepere, deſ- 
pol:ant. Scriptor de vocat. Gent, |. 2. cap. IT. 

Quos wall vit Dew homies witam in peccato termina- 
turos, predeſtinavit ſupplicio intermmabili puntendo*, Bul- 


 gentius ad Monimum. 1. r. 


* Laſtly, that this is preciſely the Judgement of the 


ſenſe and apprehenſion which Biſhop Owveral had ofit ; 
who does profeſſedl!y interpret the #2inde of her Arricles 
in this particular, and was as well able todo' it, as any 
man thatever liv'd. ; 

---$ub penerali promiſſione & precepto tutd quiſque pts 
teſt :ndubi4 fide ſe includere : & cum certa ſye ac fiductd ad 


thronum gratis accedere, wereque cognoſcere, ſi non confi= 
F 


corfuunt, & erigat omnes eliſos, «== Det erge wvolunt4s 's | 


Church of England, I cannot better prove then by that 


PRs 


* Cauſam 
Reprobationis 


| Melan&hon 
| in loeis The- 


olog.deprz- 
deft. p. 316. 


317. : 
I1dem ubigzait 
Perrus Moli- 
nzus in ſuz 
anatome Ar. 
minianiſmi. 

D. Overall 
Theol. Cantab. 


profeſſor de 
ſententi& Ec- 
cleſie Anglic. 
dat (Fc. cap. 1. 
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Hy ® | - The Sinuer Charged by Anriguity. 


Cap. 2. de 
morte Chriſti. 


! 


| 


| Deum prefcium lapſus generrs bumani ad remediues cjuſdem | 


dar Deo promittenti, & mandanti obſequazur, ſuam |J- 
culpam efle, zox Det ; 1dque per negligentiam ſuam,non 
oratiz divinz defoQum accidere. --»0rdo divine prede- 

enationss woſire tn Articulo ſeptinuo ifte twidetur intentas g 


filiam mittenduz decrewiſſe, 4n eogue lalutis conditionem 


| fatuiſſe ; tun ad raxe 111 animis hominum produceudanm ne- 
| ceffaria & fufficientia wedra& auxilia omnibus genera» 


ti. ſecundum magis & minus ordmnafſe, que mags [peci- 
atim <1 ques iy Chriſto elegit ex reliquo ominum genere pro 
ſao beneplocito cumwlaret , quibus hi 8d pdem, perſeveraus 


| am eternom ſalutem certifltane perducantur, 6 reliqui | 


nihil habeant quod conquerantur, &c. 

De marie Chrifitam plena & ubiqz jibi conflans B pe 
notre ſententia, pro oranibus omnino hominibus., - {ve 
pro omnibus omnium hominum peccatis, J-ſuw Chriſ- 
tum mortuum ce, wi mirandum fit- ullos ex noſtris id in | 
controverſiam vocare. | 

Pro ommbus aFnal:bus hominums peccatis, nou tantum pro 
culpa Origin, 

Ferns vits humans geners eſt propoſita. 


Oblatio Chriſti ſemel faFa perfea eft Redemptio, propt< 
tzatio @ ſatisfaFio pro ommbus peccatis tottus wundi tam 
originalibus quam atiualibu, þ 

It is farther oblerv'd by that moſt moderate and 
learned man, that Mir. Calvin himſelf, however rigid he 
was in ſome places, did yet ſoſoberly contradit himſelf 
in others, that thoſe very texts of Scripture in which it 
is affirmed [ Chrift dyed for many ] he ſo interprets as to 
fay, the word [ »a7 ] ſignifie's | all ] as Heb, g. 28. 

and that many are not ſaved is ( ſaith he ) for this rea» 


| lon, [gaia eos 1mpedit ſua incredulitas ] becauſe they are hins | 


dred by therr own tncredulity, 19. I 


CEP LERNE - 


[l 


I x9.;; Lhave:noti tranſlated theſe Anhorities.; becauſe | 


| Hen gathereth her Chickens under her wings, but they would 


ry . , : 
Lad $4  -: LR ES 
Ye $28 - 
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-++ With being Feta De ſe. 


theyare principally meant. jor fuch as are able to-under- 
ſtand them. . And if any plats Reader ſhall deſire to. have 
them in the Groſſe withour being troubled to ſuffer them 
over: in, the Retail, he may be pleas'd. to receive ir'in 


pefively, unconditionally decree the everlaſting, m1 


world, 1nviting and commanding all mea every wheratoree 
pent [ and be 

bke the ſlave in Exodus, are in love with ther es 
nd mill be bored through the ear, That everlaſting fire 
was, prepared eſpectally, ( not for men, but ) for the Devil 
and: his Angels , nor for them by. a peremptoryirreſpe@ive 
Decree, but in preſcience and reſpets of their pride and Ae 
poſtaſie. That Chriſt came toſave that which wai loft and 
to call ſinners to Repentance, and to have gather'd themeus a 


not, That God gave hu law, his rule,” his promſts tall, 


peed: they ſhonld be milling as nell as he ; for he woulil not' 
ſave axy: whether they would or 9, That God Almighty 
amnade 110 man on purpoſe totorment him, but that' he might 
participate of his goodneſſe, ©* That ſo many as periſh way 
© thank themſelves; and that ſo many as live for ever, are 
© beholding to nothing but the Grace of Gaed, That God 
& Decreed the fall of none, but the raiſing up of theſe were 
© down : and that thoſe very men who are reprobated hatl* 
© been predtfizx'd to ſalvation, if they would have return'd 
4nd remain'd in trath and holinefle, Gods Decrees being | 


theſe following words: That God did not abſolutely, irreſ- | 

Gat ax. | 
'| one, but 4 foreſight and intuttionof therr refuſing hu.-prof: 
fer. That he ſent his ſon to dye for all the ins of the whole | 


iven ] (AR. 17. 30.) but that meff,,| 


and excepted none imthe publiſbing of eithor', bat ſo'as he ex<-| 


] 


” a 


The Engli 
Reader TE 
bepleas'd to 
oblerve,thar 
rheſe laſt 


words are 
rranſlaced 


in his 
bindication 


are willing 
to be tryed 
by in this 
bufineſſe. 


C See the 
Confefflon of" 


Dr. Twi, i 
Findic. Grat. 
l. x. Dign. 8. 


9+ 4- þ. 110- 


© to many the cauſe of theer riſe, but to none of their down- | 
| F | 


REERTTULITS 


is } 


2 m— 


— AAA 


———— 


2 fal. 
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wougnn w—_n_—_ 


\ 


| Reprobatign prov'd by ſeripture, 


I *#o hte th 22” 


"Ort av7e} dySgure: rely, Oe 
Ti7e & 45T0} a pagrdayuon, id dv 


| fal. Laſt, that they who have deſpit a the will of Gol 
&&. which did invite them to repentance, ſball feel the terrors 
© of his will, mhichris to execute vengeance upon the children 
& of diſobedience. 7 OY 
20, From all! this together which hath been ſaid from 
Scripture, from Reaſon, from the Autho- 
rity of the Ancients, ( who are ſure the 


6oefec, && $62 iwoley, Plotin. molt fit to enterpret Scripture ) I thus cone | 
m_ es SET. clude within my ſelf. That God Almighty | 


"Avbaipre ripar Ixvav otarie- | 
Fol, 4 Tor TAS jgover 4 T«Aavis 1S the Author of men and Angels, -Lnar 
F (aur&r digi yirorla Hierocl, wicked An els and wicked men are the Au- 


PM 4 8 « + s. 
£76 xpve, in. p. 25 thors of fin ; and that the ſin of men and | 


Amgels is the Author of. unexpreſfible and endleſſe puniſh= | 
ment. That ſin is Rebellion againſt the Majeſty of God : | 
That hell was made to puniſh Rebels, and that God | 
never decreed any Rebelhon againft himſelf, From whence | 
it followes, that as I look for the Cauſe of my el-#:09, | 
in the ſole merits of my Redeemer, fo for the cauſe of my | 
Reprobation,, in the ob{:quity of my will : becauſe the Rea- | 
ſon of my puni[bment is to be taken from my ſi ; and the 
Reaſon of my ſin is to be taken from my ſelf : from 
| whence there followes ( and follow it will, do whatI 
can) A ſecond Trference from my firſt, Compared with my 
fixft Principle, viz. | 


CHAP. III, 


21, "Hat every Reprobate is predetermin'd to eternal 
puniſbment,not by Gods irreſpe3;ve,but conditice | 
nal Decree, 


God | 


\ 
— = _ 


| though t 


To be-in Fareſyght and Reſpett of fin 


"a: 


God des puniſh no'taah bnder the notion of a Cred- 
tare, but under that of a Malefador :' and becauſe he 
does not create a malefafor, but a wan, he hateth nothing 
he.hath created, but.in as' muchas it hath {fully ( as it 
were) excreated/his image in it, © So that no man is ſ;- 


condemnation, becauſe he is fnful. Sin is foreſeen, and 
puniſhment foreappointed ; bur becauſe that ſin is the cauſe 
of puniſbment, and that the caufe is not after, but before 
the effe#, (in priority of zature, though not of time, ): it 
followes that the efe&# cannot be foreappointed, until the 
Cauſe is foreſeen, So that God condemn's no-man by an 
abſolute decree, ( that is to lay ) without reſpeR, of intuition 
of any ſin ; but the preſcience of the Guilt, is the motive 
and inducement to the determining of the Judgement. And 
yet however my ſecond Inference is depending upvn my 
frſft by an eſſentzal the, ( which gives it the force and 7n- 
trinfick forms of Demonſtration ) yet becauſe ſome Readers 
will aſſegz much ſooner, to a plain Rezſ0n lefſe convin- 
cing, thento a more convincing Reaſon lefle plain, ( and 
that ſome are wrought upon, by an argument proportion d 
to their Capacities, or Tempers, rightly level'd and adap- 
tedgore by leckineſſe, then deſign, whillt another argu- 
ment is 4iſpleaſing they know not why, but that there is 
an odnefe in the look and meen which betokens ſomething 
of ſubtilty, and makes them ſuſpe&rhere is a ſerpert, 

hy ſeenot the Ambuſb in which it Lurks ) I will 
atifhe ſuch a Reader by a proof of ths too; firſt from 
cripture, then from Reaſon ( grounded upon Scripture) 


ſpeak as plainh, and as frongh in my behalf, as any man 


3 char | 


full, becauſe. ordain'd' to condemnation ; but ordain'd to 


— 


and laſt of all by an addition to my former ſuffrages of | ' 
| Aztrquity: in which S. Auſtin more eſpecially ſhall 


Explain'd. 


agile  þ 48 


"Wo 1 


Reprobation prevorb by Sorigunre, = 


Proved by 
'Scriprure. 


Gen. 2.19. 


Chap 4.v.7- 


| of if we needs will be ſo bſie, we mult gueſſe at his ſe- | 


| thatcanbe &ri4-dto bean A4rprate, ara mizzſþe,). 5 

effeQual I (hall firſt defire itmay be conſider'd ;- that 

ſince God is affirmed: to have a [rcret, and a reveal'd: 

11], we muſt not pas NY interpret what we read 
by 


( for that were to go into the dark, to. judge of thoſe 
Colours which are ſeenonly by the Lbght ) but we muſt 
cither not conjeAure at that which cannot be known ( as | 
Gads ſ-cret will cannot be, but by ceafing to be ſecre: ) | 


cret will by what we knom of his reweal'd one, thar ſo at | 
leaſt we may modeſily and ſafely. erre. Upon which: it | 
followes : that we who meekly confefſe we have nor | 
been of Gods Councill, mult only judge ofhis eternal and | 
imperveſtigable Decrees, by what we find in his Ward | 
concerning his Promzſes and his Threats : which re fitly | 
call'd the Tranſcripts, or Copies of his Decrees, Such| 
therefore as are his Threats, . ſuch- muſt: neads be his | 
Decrees, ( becauſe the one cannot prawaricate-or exdcue | 
ate the other.) but his Threats (as well as. Promiſes.) | 
arc all coxditional, therefore his decrees muſt be ſo tos; 
Thus in his Covenant with Adarr ( and indeed the word 
Covenagt doth evince what'I am ſpeaking) he threatens 
Death, or decrees it, (not with. thar peremprory Reg- 
ſon, which is the redoubling of the will _ willthere. 
fore, becauſe I ail, but ) on ſuppoſition of his eating the 
forbidden fruir, Which was not therefore forbidden, that 
Adam might ſin inthe eating 5 ( man was not la enſnared 


by the = of his jouth ) but Adam find in the eating, be- 


caule the Fruit had.been. forkeddev, Such immediately }| 


after, was Gods language unto Cazn.. [. If thou-doſt well, | 
| thou | 


22, That my proof from Scriptremay/be the more || 
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- 
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| 


of his reveal'd will, by what we conjefure of his ſecret one: || | 
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thou ſhall be xcc » ayd if thou doſt not well, fin ly- 
eth- ar the door. ) Again (faith God by the mouth of 
Moſes ) Behofd, I fer before you this Day a Bf ins and 
a Curſe. A Blrſſing, if ye obey; and a Curſe, of ye will 
#0! obey, - Thatis the form of making Coz:enants berwixt 


G4 and wan, every where throughour the Scriptures 


and' according to the fulfilling or not fulfilling of the Con- 
ation, the ren Judge of all the world proceeds to 
ſentence, Which that we may not ſo much as doub? of, 
He (by a mercifut Azthropopathia) is pleas'd to ſpeak 
lke ont of us, 1 mill go down now and ſee, whether they have 
done alravether arvording to the cry of it, and if not, T will 
trop, There is anexpreſſionof God to El: ( 1 Sam. 30.) 
which ſhewes his will ſometimes is either zot aſolte, or 


ſhould walk before me forever, But now the Lord ſaith, 
Be it far from me. Which words donot argue any fick- 
lexeſſe in his Will, -but demonſtrate his Prowyſe to be 
conditronall:anT If] was implidgthough not exprefſ*d, and fo 
it appears by the very next words. This 1s alſo the ſtyle 
that ts us'd inthe New Teſtament, If theu ſbalt corf-ſſe with 
thy mouth the Lord Jeſu,and ſbalt beleeve in thine heart & c. 
thou ſbeit be ſaved. From whence it followes, that if thou 


| ſhale x0: confeſſe with thy mouth , zor beleeve in thine 


heart, &c. thou ſbalt be damni'd, If ne forgive not men their 
treſpaffes, neither will your Father forgive your treſpaſſes, It 
we ſuffer, we ſball alſo reign, if we denn. him, he alſo will de- 

#5. -I will caſt her into a bed, anc. them that commit 
ornication with her, into great tribulation, except the) 


repent CRev. 2. 22:) If je beleewe not that I am he, ye 


ſhaldye #» jour fins, Joh. 8.24. In a word, the very 
end of Chriſts coming into the world, was to ſave «s 


not immutable, T ſaid indeed that the Houſe of thy Father | 


Deur; 21.16. | 
27. 


Gen. 18. 21. 


Rom. '10. 9. 


Mart. 6, 15+ 


2 Tim. 2.12. 
Rev. 2. 22. 
Joh. $. 24- 
2Theſ.1.7.8. 
Mar. x6. 216. 


from _ 
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36 |  Reprobation proved by Getipnure, © 


Mat. I. 2t. 
"FH, 2:14, 


Luk.1.94- 
75: 


Mat. 25, 41. 
42. 


| from our ſins, ( Mat. 1. 21, J90 redeems us from all iniqui= 
ty. ( Tir, 2. 14.) He came to deliver us indeed'outof 


the hand of our enemies, but to the end that we might 
ſerve him in holineſſe and righteouſneſſe all the daies of our 


prime condition, the greateſt requiſite of all : whichto 
negle& without repentance, is the tyue Cauſe of condem- 
aAaiin?t for {o runs the ſentence of our Saviour ( Mar. 25s 
41.) Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, dy, 


( not becauſe ye were Reprobated by an abſolute decree , 
not becauſe ye were ordain'd tobe Tſſels of wrath: by a 
meer irreſpeFrve and inexorable will, but ) becauſe I was 


gave we no drink, ( Which yet they could not have. 
given him, ifit had not been give» them from above to 
ive.) From which and a thouſand ſuch Texts be- 
ſides, I do thus ſtate the matter berwixt me and myſelf, 
That none is infinitely puniſht by an #navoidable necef ity; 


is puiſht for not doing that, which 'tis 1mpoſſible for him 
to do, Ir was the cruelty of Adonibezek, to cut off mens 
Thumbs, and then to make it therr task to gather up 
meat under the Table, A greater cruelty in Pharaoh, to 
require a T ale of brick, where he gave 70 ftraw, Wheree 
as the maſter we ſerce, will render to every man according 
to his works, With him there is xo reſpe8 of perſons, But 
whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he reap. And therefore | 
let us not /in, under pretence that all we do is by an ab- 
ſolute Decree + (an op:mon bronght, amongſt other Mer. 
chandiſe, out of Turkieinto Chriſtendome, and would be 


lives, (Luk. 1.74. 75.) Now the exd (we know) is the | 


for what Reaſon'? He gives the reaſos in the next verſe, | 


hungry and ye gave me no meat, becauſe I was thirſty and ye 


bur for z0t 40ing his duty; nor becauſe he caxnot, bur will | 
wot do it, Tmpoſ|ibility isnot a ſin, and therefore no man | 


rooted | 


's Tv $S ff OS OO 


| Tobein Forefught and reſpets of Sin, 


rooted our in the next Reftrmation ) for every ſuch fin- | 


[27 


ner is his own worſt Satan, he ſeeks out death in the errour 
of his way, and puls upon himſelf Deſirufion with the works 
of hts hands. 


Other proofs out of Scripture, (and to ſome more 
. convincing ) will be found interweav'd in my follow- 


1ng prools, 
I muſt next confirm this truth by Reaſon ; and be- 


deavour to be brief in each. Whereof the firſt ſhall be 
taken * from the mature of puniſhment, which (as be- 
fore I ſignified ) does przſuppoſe fin ; fin does imply a 
breach of Law, and this again does imply, at once a ra- 
tonal and a voluntary agent, Which ſeems to me to be 
the Reaſon, why God is not offended with the Crueltyof 
the Bear, or with the Pride of the Peacock ; or with the 
Theevery of the Fox, And why the Earth does _—_ 
by breeding Thornes and Thiſtles againſt its primitive Ine 
fiitution, - For the ground cannot be puniſht, and was tot 
curſed for its own,. but for Adam's ſake only." (Gen. 3. 
17.18.) And laſtly, this'is the Reaſon, why the Tower 
of Siloe was not Damy'd for committing 9zurder, Man 
is an Agent very capable of a Law, and fo of fn, and fo 
of puniſhment,” and 'is' therefore puniſht, not becauſe he 
could noty' but becanſe he couldhelp it; by that goodneſſe of 
God which: would have led him to 'repentance, it he had 
not deſpis'd the riches of his goodneſſe, Man is puniſht be- 
cauſe he would fin, and not becauſe he could not but ſin. - 


venant-; Which ever implies Condition: now when the 
firſt Covenant was broken, God ;mmediately made: 


cond 


cauſe this Reaſon will be manifold, 1 will make itmy en- 


24. My ſecond Reaſon is taken from the- nature of a Coe | 


a'[ee 


Proved ſe- 
condly by Rea- 
| ſons 


der, that the 


God's De- 
cree juſtly - 


does ſhew 
the Reaſon 
of the Rea- 
ſons which 
now Enſue ; 
& is there- 
fore noted in 
the Margin, 
becauſe - 
ſome have 
not conceiv- 
ed it, as ime 
plyed in the 
TEXT. ... 
Rom. 2. 4-5, 


Wiſd. 1. 12: | 


| 


. Note,Rea- | 
Execution of | 


anſwering to | 
his Decree, | 


38 | Reprobation proved by Sripture, : 


} cond ; not with a part, but with allmankinde, And this 
ts obſervable inthe Titleof our Geſpel ; [ #xavk atiadina 
which though we render the New Teſtament] we might 
better render the ( New Covenant ) which cannot 
without Conditions, Heaven and Hellare ſet betore us; 
the performance of Faith and Obeatence, is that impor- 
eant condition ; without which, as the former will not 
be had, ſocannot the latter be avoided. 
25. My third Reaſon istaken from the unlimited Gene- 
rality whereby Promifes and Threats, Rewaras and Pu- 
: ' | niſhments, Exhortations and Dehortatioas, are cxhibired 
. rprngrdh to * all, The Goſpel is commanded to be preached un- 
Mar. 28. 19. | to all; and ir is publiſhed in wrttng, that al mighe read 
Toke 24: 47-] and belecve; Buptiſme, Repentance , and Remiſſion of 
Luk. 9-52 | fins are commanded to be offer'd to all in general, even || 
91 to them that refuſe both the Word and the Preachers, || 


Who whex they are refus'd (and not before ) are to 
ſhake the Duft off their feet for « Teſtimony againſt them. 
Now — would be vain, and exhortations would 


be deceitful; it life and death did not depend upon ſubmit- 
F ting or refuſing tobe amended by them. | 

rok... | 26. My fourth Reaſm is taken from the Degrees of 
me 12:47* | Damnation, Some ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes, and 
Cap.20..47. ſome with fewer 5 ſome ſhall have a lefſe, and ſome a 
| greater Condemnation. It ſhall be worſe for Chorazin then 
| | for Thre, worſe for Bethſaida then for $:don, worle for 
o0e 23 *#* | | Capernaum then for Sodom, worle for the Jewes then for 
Mar. 10. 15- | the Nywewvites $1 which is bot becauſe one had a greater 
| Necefiity of finning then the other, but one was guilty 
of the greater Contempt. Nat becauſe God had a+ſo- 
lately Daviped a:greater Puniſhment tothe one; but becaule 
the! one chad \ wraps: of ſirning [ef[e then the other... ' For 


our 


Mat. 11: 20. 


_ 


To be in Foreſyht, and reſpett of pn. 


our Saviour ſayes expreſly, thar if the »zeghty works which 
were done in Chorazin and Bethſaiaa, had been allo 
done in Thre and $:dox,they would have repeated in Sack- 
cloth and Aſhes, Which was as much asto tell them, 
that it was not at all for want of means and of mercy on 
Gods part, but for want of #illon theirs, that they did 
not do what was commanded to be don, And therefore 
our Saviour did upbraid them, becauſe they repented not, 
( Mar. 11. 20.) which he could not have don, had it 


Saviour was too pitiful, and of too ſweet a diſpoſition, to jerr 
a poor Creature for being ſuch as God made him, or for 


| being ſuch as he could xot but be, whether by fatal, or by 


natural infirmity, We eſteem it an ill yature to upbraid 
2 ftammerer he not ſpeaking plain , nor is any man re» 
pate for being zaturally, but ry Hind ;, nor for 
ing born deaf, but for being like the Adder that floppeth 
her ears, He that %:ndes my feet, and then rmvites me 
to come to him, intends me nothing for exterts/ment but 
a ſaited Sarcaſme, or bitter Jeſt; for if he were ſerious, he 
would ſet my feet at liberty, that I might come in good 
earnefi ; and not ſay to me, as we lay to a Child that is 
fallen down, [ Come hither tame, and Þ will lift thee 91 
And yet this Mr. Calvzz is fain to lay, ( having been fir 
of all ingaged in that opinion ) That ſo many nations of 
men, together with their infants, were involved without re- 
med) in eternal pms, by the fall of Adam, for no 1ma- 
ginable reaſon, but that ſo it ſeemed good in the ſight of God : 
and being pincht with that Text ( Ezek. 18, 23.) Have 
T any pleaſure at all that the wicked ſhould die, and nat that 
he ſbould return from his wates and live 2 he is fain to ſay, 


That God mils not the Death of a ſnner, ſo far forth as he 
= 7 wils 


been :mpoſiible for them to have repented. Our blefled | 


Calvinus in 
Inflitut. I. 3. 
cap.23» 0 «+ Jo 


Mortem non 
vult Deus, in 
quantum vult 
penitentiam, 
Sed experien- 
tia docet, ita 


eam velle, ut | 


cor peccatorss 
non tangat. 
Idem in 
Ezek. 18. 


| 


> _—— 
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WD) eprobation frov'd by ſeripure. 


Prov. 1. 16. 
209, 


Luke. 19.13- 
20. 


wils his Repentance, Which experteace teacheth us he doth. 


fo will, as not to touch his heart that he may repent, Which is 
all one as to ſay, he wils it lo as to: commazxd it, but he 
does not will it ſo; as to leave it poſſible: (that is) he 
wils it in ſh-w, but not in realty. Nor do I know any wa 
pore for Mr, Calvin to rſcape thole u2ly ſequels unlefle 
y ſaying, [ that the ſinner may repent by the ſtrength and 
force of Nature, without the touch ofhis heart by the grace 
of Gol] which is to ſheler himſelf under the Hereſze of 
Pelagius, Solomon gives us a more ratronall arcompt, why 
V:ſdome one day will lauzhat mens calamztres, and mack 
when their fear cometh, even becauſe they hated knowledge 
and did ot chooſe the fear of the Lord, 
27, My fifth Reaſon is taken from the ature of Death, 


as that does fignifie Privation,and as Privation ſuppoſes | | 
a former Habit, A ſtone is ſaid to be zot alive, becauſe | ® 
{ it ſuffers the Negation of life 4 but a ſtone cannot properly 


be ſaid to be dead, becaule it doth nor ſuffer the Priva- 
tionof life, So that when a man is faid in Sctipture to 
be ſpiritually dead in Treſpaſles and Sins, he is imply'd 
by that expreſſion to have been ſpiritually alive. And 
no man is damn'd for the Negation, but the Privation 


of- Grace , becauſe the Negation of Grace would be Gods | 


work, whereas the Pr:vation of it is his own, Ir having 
formerly been ſhew'd, That God doth not puniſh his 
own work in man, but man is puniſht for his own work ; 
not for Gods illiberality, but for his own being a prodigal ; 
not becauſe mo Talent was given him, but becauſe he 


ſquander d it. away; Sin is properly the Death of Graces | 


Death is a privation, a privation is of an habit, So that 
every ſinner had grace, for this very Reaſon that he hath 
boft it ; hewas alrve, for this very Reaſon that he is dea1. 

He 


w=_ 
— 


: 
4 


Gemma 


To be in Forefuht and Reſpeft of fon. 
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He came alive out of Got hands, but he fals deſperately | 


by his own, A man indeed may be dead born , but he 
cannot pollibly be dead begotten z deprived of life he 
cannot be in the very A of his conception, A man 
can no more be created a finner, then he can be gene- 
rated a dead man : which infers the Condition of Gods 
Decree, | 

28, My ſixth Reaſon is taken from Chriſts having 
bought thoſe very men ( 2 Pet. 2. 1.) whoſe damnation 
did not ſlumber, ( verl. 3.) I have prov'd already, Chriſt 
died for all that were dead in Adam, trom ( 2 Cor.5.14.) 
and from ſeveral other Texts. W hich he could not be 


truly affirm'd to do, had any oze been paſt by, by an atſo- 
lute Praterjtion, For that any man doth periſh for 
{ | whom Chriſt dyed, is from his own iz, and zo! from 
: | Adams, if to free us from Adams it was that Chriſt died. 


Which as it hath been already prov'd, ſo it may be con- 
Grm'd from other Scriptures : as trom Þ Joh. 2. 2. 


where he is.calld the proprtiation, zot for our ſins only, but | 


alſo. far the ſins of the whole world, The Apoſtle foreſees 
and confutes the Hereſie of Chriſts dying ozlz for the El-&, 
with a 70t ozly, but alſo, He dted for Pobiet and mmpe- 
mtents, as the whole ſtream of the Fathers conclude 
from thoſe words, Deſtroy zo: him with thy meat for whom 
Chriſt died, And ſhall thy weak brother periſh for whom 
Chriſt died > That this was the Judgement of the prim- 


| | tzve Church, I can prove by an Izdu#ion, and though I 


now ſpare my Reader, yet | ſhall trouble him hereafter it 
Challeng'd to it. I ſhall at preſent refer him to the 371 
Article of our Church of England, *©* | The oblatioz of 
« Chriff once made 1s a perfe# Redemption, propitration, 
<« 2nd ſatisfaion for all the ſins of the whole world, as well 
(r:121nal 


x Joh. 2. 2. 


Rom. 14.15. 
og Car:S; 28; 
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42 : ' Reprobation proved. by Scripture. 


> 
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Cap-3. v.19. 


Jonah. 33 43 
IO. 


2 Kin. 20. 5. 


© Original as Aftual, ] I hadalnolt forgot « ſpecial Te- 
Rimony of S. John, who cals-cthe Meſſ:zas- [ the true light 
which lighteth every man that cometh into the World, ] So 


that it any man is in the Dait; is-ts not for want of Light, ||| 


bur becaute he will zot ſees. ( as 8+ *Chryſoftome inters ) 
which is the very interpretationthat $ Jobs himſelf gives 
it ( chap. 3. ver. 9. ) Thi .( fayaghe:)- © the Condem- 
nation, - that light ws come into theo, and men lowed 
darkneſſe rather then light, becaſtherr Deeds were evil. 
Sure that which is the Reaſangp 

the Condi:ion upon which they were determin'd to- be 
damn'd : then which I knaw:not what can be ſaid either 
more plainly,or wore convincingly of any ſubje8 wharlogver. 
29, My ſeventh Reaſons taken from the conditional 
Decrees of temporal Death, andother temporal puniſhments, 
which areſo evidently Conditional, as I cannot beleeve 
any Creature will deny it, The Denuntiations of De- 


ſfiraHion to Nineveh, and of certain death to Hezekiah,\f:| 


do put this quite our. of all ſcraple, For the firſt was 
zot deftroya, and the ſecond did zot die, at that determy- 
nate time when God had- threatned that they ſhould, Of 
which no reaſon can be given, but that Gods Purpoſes, 
and Decrees, and Threats were conditional on ſuppoſition 
of their Impenitence to deſtroy, and therefore on ſight of 
their Repentance he promis'd to preſerve. And from 
hence it 1s natural to argue thus, Is God ſo merciful to 
bodtes 2 and is he leſſe merciful to ſouls? Does he decree 
temporal Judgements conditionally, becauſe he is pitiful 
and will he decree Eternal ones abſolutely, meerly becauſe 
he will 2 Is he ſo unmilliue to inflit the firſt death, and 
will he ſhew his power, his abſolute power in the ſecond » 


| Did heſpare the Ninevites in this life, becauſe they were 


penttents > 


| 


#their Condemnation, was 


| penitents> and will he dawn them in the next, becauſe 


|f | no other way to underſtandthoſe'Texts in the 9, to the 


Text by. a doubtful one, or an eaſie text by one that's diff i- 


'| aercies and God of all conſolation, who ſpareth when we 
| deſerve puniſþment, did not determine us to puniſbment 


”7 


Toke in Forefybt, and ReſpeBof Sin, | 43 | 


they were Hea:hens, byhis peremptory Decree > Is he 
mild in ſmall things, andſevere in the greateſt 2 Is there 


Romazxs , then by makips tHole Texts which found ſe- 
werely, to claſh againſtithoſe that ſound compaſ ronatel; ? 
Is it not a more ſa/e#&adxt more reaſonable Courſe, to in- 
deaf! Texcs by a far greater number 


terpret hard ana #8 
more clear and eaſie, yp perverlly to interpret a clear 


TH 1, 


cult > which is to ſkew the light by the darkneſſe; Or if 
ſome Texts have two ſeſes, it ſome are liable ro many 
amore, muſt we zeeads take them in the worſt > and that in 
meer contradifion tothe wniverſal Church ; If T had no 
other Argument againſt an aſolute Reprobation, this one 
were ſuſfcient to prevail with me, That thar Father of 


without reſpe# to our indeſervings, He that had mercy 
on wicked Ahab meerly becauſe of his Attritzen, did not 
abſolutely damn him before he had don either goodor ewil!, 
before the foundations of the world were lard, He doth not 


efli8 willingly, or grieve the children men, (Lam- 3.33.) 
much lefſe doth he damn them for his meer nill and ples- 
ſure, When God doth execute a temporal puniſhment, 
upon ſuch as already have deſertdit, he comes to it 
with reluGation, ( ix#r «ix0li 4 $4ps ) and therefore cals it 
his * ſirange work, a work he loves not to be acquainted 
with, a work which he ſometimes does execute, þ 


ſronate, And hethereforc ſo expreſſes it, as we are wont 


ecaule |- 
he is Joft ; bur ſtill * unwillingly, becauſe he is compaſ- 


to. do a thing we arc not «s'd to, and know not how to ſet | 


% 


ahout, 


1 Kin. 21.29. | 


* Ila 28.21. | 


*Lam 3.33. 


44 | 


Reprobation proved by Scripture, 


Hoſ. | 1.8.9. 


| Exod.32.14. 


Jam. 2.13. 


about, | How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim > how ſball I 
deliver thee, Iſrael > how ſhall I make thee as Admah 2 
how ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim 2 Mine heart ts turn'd within 
me, my Repentings are kindled together, I will not execute 
the fierceneſſe of mine anzer, I am God, and nat man. ] 
Now that God doth profeſle to af li:# uznillingh, and 
many times to repent him of the evil which he _— to do 
unto his people, is a demonſtrative argument of his Conditzo- 
nal decree, in things Temporal, and, by a greater force of 
Reaſon, in thin s Eternal, . 

30. My eighth Reaſon is taken from the little flock which 
belongs to God, and tHe, herd which belongs to Satay. 
Which would not have been, if they had both been mea- 
ſur'd out by a moſt abſolute Decree, For when it pleas'd 
the Divine goodreſſe to ſuffer death upon the Croſſe for 
all the ſins ofthe world, ( the every drop of whoſe bloud 
had been ſufficiently precious to have purchaſed the Redemp- 
tion of ten thouſand Adams, and tenthouſend worlds of his 
poſterity ) he would not yeeld the azajor part unto his im- 
pudent Rival, the black prince of Darkneſſe , reſerving to 


| himſelf the far leſſer portzon z and all this irreſpeively, 


meerly becauſe he would, - He would not abſolutely deter- 
mine ſuch a general Harveſt of Wheat and Tares, as free- 
ly to yeeld the Devil the greater crop, He would not 
uffer his J»ſ:ce ſo to triumphover his Mercy, who loves 
that his Mercy ſbould rejoyce againſt Judgement, It was 
not for want of a new 1{»{tazce, to ſhew his Power, or his 
Juſtice, for they were both moſt eminent in the great 
Myſterie of Redemp:ion. Much greater Laſtances ab Ar- 
guments, then an Abſolute Decree ,\. as I could evidently 
ſhew, if I were but ſure of my Readers patience, 


| 


My zinth Reaſo is taken from the Reprobarion of 
Amels, 
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] Damn'd meerly becauſe God will have it ſo ; but that 
| God will have it ſo, becauſe heſins.. ( Which plainly 


| :t ſo ] chen that abſolute Decree to have ito, doth either 


hk... 


1.is not Damur'd abſoluteh,but in-regard to. his fiis, (VWhich' 


© Dobein Foreſybt and reſpeB of Sin, 


Amels, which was not irreſpeRive, but. in regard to 


their Apoſtaſie,.as is, and mult be confeſſed, by all who 
place the obje& of Reprobation in #aſa corrupt. For the | 
overthrowing of which Tenet ( in all the Sublapſarians ) 
Dr.Twiſe himſelf does thus argue.S; Dew non potuit An- 
gelos reprobare, niſi ut contumaces, ergo nec homines niſi ut in | 
contumacta perſeverantes, De Pradeſt.Digreſ.4.$ 4. c. 2. 
31, My tenth Reaſon is taken from the Abſurdities 
which have, and ſt;Il- muſt follow, if Gods 2ternall decree 
of mans miſery is not conditional, but abſolutes And thoſe 
abſurdities are diſcernible, by this following D lemma. 
Let Divesbe ſuppos'd to be the man that is Dantn'd. 
It is either becauſe he ſins, or meerly becauſe God will 
hape it ſo, If for the firſt Reaſon, [| becauſe he ſins] then 


ſin is the Cauſe of his Damnation and conſequently before | 


it, From whence it followes, that D:wes. is not 


ſhew's the Conditional Decree, ) Bur if it be ſaid that 
itis for the [ ſecond Reaſon, meerly becanſe God will have 


nece{iitate him to ſn damnably, or it aves not, Firſt; if it 
does, then how can Diwves be guilty of that'thing'; of 
which Gods abſolute Decree is the peremptory Cauſe 8 Or | 
how can that be guilt, which is zeceſſety ? ( Dzves could. 
as little have cheriſht Lazarm,: as. the Tower: of 
S:he could have ſpar'd the Galilzars, . had 'not- his; 
will been more free , then' that Tower had a willz) | 
And ſecondly, if it does aot neceſlitate him to fin damna-! 
bly, then Dives who is Damr'd. might poilibly have: 
.zot been damn'd, From whence it follows, That Diwes 


had| 


<— 


tit. Mt. a 
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Reprobation proved by R caſme 


that choſe them, And it is a Contradi#1on, to ſay, a man 
chooſes any thing, without a free will, or by an abſolute ne- 
ein, which 1s, whether he will or no, ) Beſides, it 


and conſequently the means, which is final 1mpenttence s 
theſe Abſurdities would follow. Ft, it would be a 


and withall to execute the will of God, and thar ir is Gods 
willthat the greateſt part (hall be damy'd ; it will thenbe a 
duty ih the greateff part of men, to go ruduftriouſlyto Hell, 
And to do good will be 2 wice, becauſe it tends Heawen- 
werds , and fo to the Crofling of an abſolute irrewerſible 
Decree, Which ſince I have confider'd, Ihave lefſe 
wondred then I was wont, atthe concluſion of Carpocra- 
tes, that the very worſt of Attions are out of dutyto be per- 
form'd, And that the ſoul ſhall be puniſht with its tmpriſou» 
ment in the body, untill ſbe hath fil'd up the number of ber 
inquities ; according to that Text Mat, 5.29. Which 
we call Iniquities, but they Duties, And fo indeed 
yy would be, if every thing in the world ( the wears 2s 
well as the end) were adſolutely ordain'd, and by conſe- 

uence effe&ed by God ( blefled for ever ) who can or- 
| dain nothing but good. And ſuch fin and Hell nwſt be 
[ exceeding good } 1t they conld' poſſibly be ordain'd by 
as abſolute 's decree, as the Heavens and the carth, the 
water, and the Air, of which God ſaid, they are very 


__—_ and his Secret will being that yery few ſball; it 
fo lowes.thence, That it © his will his will ſbould not be =_ 


hid they not been +5 choiſe, had not been his, but hs | 


od did abſolutely decree the end, which is Damnation, | 


Reprobates duty to be damn'd, And to endeavour his ſals | 
wation would be a ſin. Becaule 'twere ſtriving agarnft | 
the flream of Gods abſolute will, It all men are to chooſe, | 


PR, a. 


_- 


good, Secondly, Gods Revealed will being that all ſbould | 


a 


Oo 


by 
d. 
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And that God hath oze will which is the ame with the | 


| 
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Devils ; and that when a Reprobate ſaies in the Pater 10- 
fter [ thy will bedon ] he vehemently prazes for his own 
Damnation, Which things, as they were falſly objeQ- 
ed in Fraxce againſt $, Auſtin, ſo Proſpers way to excuſe 
him, was to make proteſ{a:1075 againſt any ſuch Tenet, as 
unconditional Reprobation, He ayes the very things in 
his ro vinaication, which I have ſaid in my own, 
And cals the ſequels of that op1n10z which he diſowns, »-oſt 
ſottifh blaſphemies, and not only prodigrous, but Dewiliſh 
lies, Buthe denies not at all, that {uch .ill conſequences 
will folow, upon the bold affertion of :rreſpe&rve repro- 
bation, which he does therefore very diftinly, and very 
earnejth diſclaim, And he dors ſo much ſpeak the very 
mind of $, Auſtin, that he ſeems ſometimes to ſpeak out 
of his mouth too : it being hard to ſay, whether the As- 
ſuers to the Objefions of Vincentins do truly belong to the 
M after, or to the Scholar, they being inſerted in #oth their 
Works, And that which is call'd Proſpers by Gerhard 
Viſ[iws, is aſcrib'd to S. Auſtin by Ludovicw Lucis, If 
I have madeany unfriendly or njuriow inference, I will 
inftanth retra# it upon the leaſt conwiiien that ſo it is, 
But truly the Reaſons which I have given, have ſerv'd to 
confirm me in my adhzrence to my ſecond Lyference. 
Which yet farther prove by the remaining votes of Antis 
quity, For though my former Citations are all to this 
purpoſe, yet I will not repeat them, but add ſome o- 
thers, ( perhaps more fully and 7ndiſputably ) to the 
number, | 

32. 
Calvin, That the $ choolmen and Ancients are wont to ſay, 
[ Gods Reprobation of the _— i inpreſcience of thetr 
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* And firſt I will ſet down the Confeſſion of Mr. 


Ineptiſſime 
blaſp mike 
Prodigioſa 
mendacia. 
Diabolicus 
mendaciorum 
indiculus. 
—_— A- 
. Profp. 
be ogy 
Reſpon. ad 
objec&. Vinc, 


* Proved 
thirdly by An- 
tiquity. 
Solent veteres 
dc. Cy Scho- | 
laftici in ea 
acquieſcunt 
tc. Non alia 
ratione gud 
futur a ſunt " 
prevideat,nife 
gui ita ut fie- | 
rent. decrevit. 
Calvin. in- 
ſtir.l 3.C.23- 
. 6. 
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© Reprobatton prov'd by Antiquity © 
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Nec abſurdum 
vider; debet, 
Dei nou mods 
primi hominis 
Caſum oF in 
- eo poſterorum 
ruinam pr avi- 
difſe,ſed arbi- 
trid. qn0q3 ſuo 
diſpenſaſſe. 
Idem ibid. 
9. 7. 


niſi jam di- 
lens ab ills 
gat rejicitur, 
Unde quod 
dium eft, 

{| quia elegit 
nos Deus ante 


tatis. oo 


| Noluit ergo 
| Eſan, & non 
' cucurrit, Se 


& Ff voluiſ- 
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| witkednefſe: J but he profeſſes to beleeve ( with ove more 
modern )that 'God foreſaw all futire thitihs, by no other means, 
then betauſe he decyeed the ſhould be made, or don. Nor 
ow2ht it (faith he) toſeem abſurd, That Go aid nit ont 
foreſee, but by his will appoint the fall of Adam, and'iahin 
of his poſterity; The Ancients, he confeſſed, were quite of 
another mind , but becauſehe - adds [ dubitanter ] and 
would have it thought that S. - A»ſt:z was for his turn, I 
will ſer down ſome of their words, & begin with Auſtins, 


Nemo eligitay | 


mundi Conftitu 


33. No man is choſen unleffe as differing from him 
thatis rejected. Nor know I how it is ſaid | that God 
hath choſen us before the foundation of the world ] unz 
lefſe it be meant of his preſcience of faith and 'good: 
works. --- Jacob was not choſen that he might be made 
good, but having been ſeen to be made good was capable 


of beingichoſen, ' | 

Fionem ] non video quomodo fit diflum, niſs de preſcienti4 Fidet oo 0 —_—_ fe- 

| mox —_—_— non ele eft ut fieret bonus, ſed bonus fat eligi m__ A—_ 
ſtin, ad Simplicianum 1. 1. quaſt. 2. | uh 


| If S. Auſtin was fo diſtinaly for Conditional Ele8i0n 


(and in thoſe very works too, which he afterwards writ 
as very ſufficient to:confute Pelagiy ) he was infinitely 
rather for Conditional Reprobation. As any man knows 
that knows any thing ofhim ; and may be ſeen in the 
ſame book to Simplician, 

Eſau would not, and did not-run, For if he had, he 
had attain'd by the help of God; unlefſe he would be 


d | made a Reprobate by a contempt of his vocation, 


ſet,d- cucurriſſer,Dei adjutorio perveniſſer,niſi vocatione contempt& reprobus fieret, 1d. in lib.. 
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| evil works, God ſhould Tove one, and nateanother, 


| imply all the reſt, They having been the ozly Aptients 


To be im Forefyht and Reſye&t of ſin. 


> Je ſeems/unjuſt,- that withoutthe merits of 260d or 


Num quid 
iniquitas eff 
TE a dee as 4 I PSY apnd Denm 2 
abſit. Iniquum enim videtar, 'ut ſine-ullis bonwram malorumue operum merits, unum Dems 
-eligat, odiatq; alterum.” 1d. in Enchirid. cap. 98. 


Wicked men had no neceſſity of periſhing from their | ,,, accefirs- 
not being elcRed z, but they were therefore not clefed, | tem pereundi 


. -» | babuerunt 
becauſe they were foreſecn tobe wicked through, their giia prediſti- 


# 


own wilful prevarication. gui they el 


ed idev pradeftinati non ſunt, quia tales futuri ex voluntarid prevaricatione praſciti ſunt- 


Proſper. ad Gallorum cap. 3. edit. Bafil. 1621- 

God foreſaw that they would fall by their own proper | ae 
will, and for that very reaſon did not ſeparate them by ' 
eleRion'from the ſons of perdition. k 1; 5"  E 

hoc @ filis Perditionis nulla pradeftinatione diſcrevit.., Id ibid. ad cap. 7, 


ſcivit, (x ob 

God is the creator of all men, but no-man was crea- | omniam qui- 
ted to the end that he might periſh, | | O_—_ 
| | ; | _ Deus Creator 
eft, ſed nemo ab eo tdeo creatws eff ut pereat. Idem ad: objeR: Vinc. 3. 


24-: Thave given the more Teſtimonies outof Proſper, 


becauſe he is known to have been the Scholar and wind:- | 
cator of S. Auftin, And to produce therr ſuffrages, is to 


whom their contentions againſt Pelagianiſy made to 
ſpeak fomerimes to the great diſadvantage of their opt- 
nion-as they do.not ſtick to confefſe ers: Fa And we 
ought in all reaſon to take that for their Judgement, which 
we find deliver'd by themſelves by way of Apologic,and 
vindication,But though I need not, Lwill. add ſome others, 

He therefore brought the means of Recovery 'to all; | ;,,,,,.;z,, 


would not be cur'd,when he had a Remedy whereby. he | © _ _ 
might. mort is ſue can 


ſas fibi aſcribat, qui curari noluit,cum remedium haberet quo poſſet evadere. Ambroſ, 1. 2; 


| 


ge Cain & Abel cap. 13, Even 


propria-ipſors 


that whoſoever periſht might impute it to himſelf who'| operaſaniraris/| 


| 


ruri, datur 


DileFio 0 
odium Det 
vel ex pre- 


lirer naſcitur 
omnibus, 
quanto magis 
Chriftus ? 
——Cum ſin- 
guli ad dona- 


* Patet om- 
nibus fons vi- 
te, negzab ju- 
re potandi 


ibetur, aut 
pellitur. Ar- 
nob.adver- 
ſus Nat. l. 2. 


[P.1 J 
Etiam bis qi Even they that ſhall be wicked have power given 
maliſint fu- '| them of Converſion and Repentance., 


Si dies 4qua- 


tt 


E— 


Reprobation proved by Antiquity 


poteftas converſionis &y penitentia. Hieron. 1, 3. adverſus Pelagianos. 
God's love and hatred ariſes from his przſcience of 


things to come, or from the quality of mens works. 


ſcientia naſcitur faturoram, vel ex operibus. Idem, ad Malach. 1. 


If the day is equally born for all, how much rather is 
Jeſus Chriſt > --- When every man is call'd to a parti- 
cipation ofthe gift, what is the reaſon, that what God 
hath equally diſtributed ſhould by humane interpreta- 
tion by any way lefſen'd ? 


rium vocentur, quid eft ut quod & Deo aqualiter diftribuitur, bumand interpret atione minua - 
tur ? Cyprian. EPiſt. 96, 


* The fountain of life lies opento all. Nor is any 
man forbid or hindred from the right of Drinking. 
Let Dr. Twiſſe himſelf be heard to ſpeakiin this mat- 


, quiſquampro- | ter, and that Ee Piſcator (both Antiarminians)'Dam- 


natio eft Aus Judicis, & procedere debet ſecungum juſti- 
tam windicativam © at ne veſtigium quidem Juſtitie appa= 


ret in Damnatione Reproborum. ( He ſpeaks of abſolute | 


irreſpeRive Reprobation which P:ſcator ſet up ) Nam 
juſtitia neminem damnat niſi merentem, Alt eſſe reprobum, 
nequaquam ſignificat mereri D amnationem, Sola D amna- 
tio peccatoris ſplendere facit Dei Fuſtitiam, Twiſlus in 
vind. Gr, de Przd, I. r. Dipr. 1. $.4.Þp. 57. 

35. Time andpaper will gil ze, and ſufficient Patrence 
would fail my Reader, it I ſhould make repetition of all 
I finde:to my purpoſe. For whatſoever hath been ſpo- 
ken by the Fathers, of univerſal Redemption,doth Dia- 
metrically oppoſe the irreſpe#ive R-probation, And to 
r<ckon up their verdi#s in that behalf, were to ingage 
| my 


To be in Forefybt, aud Reſpets of Stn, 


| 


Fl 


my ſelf ard Reader in a new Ocean of employment. 1 hope 
the account that I have given of my elef in this matter 
is a ſufficient Apologte tot'niy belief, and may ar lealt 2x- 
cuſe it not commend me, Rather then offend any man who 
rakes me pox Truſt to be unſound in my principles, Thave 
made this excuſe tor being orthodox, and do humbly deſire 
tobe forgiven, it I (till adh#reto that Dotrine, which by 
Scripture, and Reaſon, and the Authority of my Teachers, 
Iam verily perlwaded is the irueſt and the molt ſafe : 
( to wit, ) 

I. That az himſelf is the Casſe of his ſin. 

2, That ſj» is properly the Cauſe of its puniſbmen!, 

And by conlequence, 
3. That ma is the procurer of hisown Milery, 
And by cunſequence, 

- 4+ That Reprovation is a Condional thing, 
Notdecreed by God Almighty to ſhew his a&ſolute power, 
but to ſhew his pewer in the exerc:ſe of his Juſtice, Not 
Determin'd before, but becauſe ot his praxſcience, Nor 
without regard or reſpett, but in Relation to ſin, in foreſight, 
and hatred, and Kecompence of it, as ofan jury; on 
which D amnaton is preordain'd, by way of Recompence 
and Revenge, And therefore the laſt day iscall'd a day 
of Judgement, as well as of perdition, And the Judge 
himſelf is called, the Lord God of Recompence, And 
when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed in flaming fire, it 


ſhall be to take wengeazce on them that know nut God, 


and that obey not the Golpel of Jeſus Chriſt, Now 
that which is the #zotrwe to the taking of vengeance, was 
alio the motrve rothe making of the Decree, He who 
therefore takes vengeance, becauſe they obey not the Guſpel of 
Chriſt, did for the very ſame Reoſen, Decree to take it. 

Which 


—————— 


The ſum of all 
that hath been 
ſaid, 


2 Pet. 3. 9. 
Jer. g1- 56: 
2 Theſl. 1.8. | 
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An Obvious Expedzent 
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An obvious 
expedient to 
recon:ile 
diſſenters. 


ui non ſunt 
dn 
ad ſalutem, 
neceſſario 
proprer pecca- 
ta condemna- 
bantur. Art. 
Lamb. 4- 


Atqiid neceſ- 
ſarid ( þ ſic 
laqui placeat) 
ſed neceſſita- 
re ex hypo- 
rhefi, non 
Abſoluti. 14 
eft, ideo quia 
peccarunt, 
non autem 
ideo,quiann 
ſunt predeſti- 
nati. Epiſt. 
Wint. Jud. 
de art. 
Lamb. 


Which to me is, D emonſtrationthat the Decree is Conti 
tional, > yt 20 I27Ie SEL arid 11 
26. LIhavenothing now of Daty that lies upon me ta 
be don, bur that I Jeſcend to the ſecond ground of my 
Belixf. But for the love of Charity and Reconcilement, 
I will endevour to take a Courſe of making ſome Com 
poſitios with my Diſſenters, It they will but come-up 
to my molt Reaſonable Demands, we will not firive 
about words and-phraſes';' ſo ſmall a thing ſhall zever part 
1, I will ſwallow the word | Neceſſity, ] fo Imay take 
it down with a grazz of ſalt, -. I will lay with Dr. Whita- 
ker (.in his 4. Article at Lambeth ) That they who are* not 
predeſtiz*d to ſalvation ſhall be neceſſarily D amn'd ( but ) 
for their fins, Cas hehimlelf ſpeaks. ) I allow my ſelf 
to be nowiſer then Biſhop Andrews, (the firings of whole 
books I am not worthy to untze ) who interprets Neceſſa- 
110, not by an abſolute Necef{ity, but by a Neceſſity which 
follwes ſin, They ſhall bedamn'd. for therr ſins ; that is, 
for that very Reaſon, becauſe they have fin'd, not for that 
ozly Reaſon, becauſe they are wt predeſizy'd, And becauſe 
that Reverend, (1 know not whether.more learned, or 
Saint ike ) Man,allow'd himſelfto be.no wiſer'then all 
the - Fathers and Schoalmen who went before him, he 
thought *rwas fit to abſtain from [ ſuch »«nawi« ] ſuch 
new phraſes, and waies,. of holding forth, and making out, 
the Ancient DoFrizes of the Church ; and therefore in 
ſtead of [ necefiity ] to lay [ without Doubr, ] . : And. for 
my owa part, Idefire: to be zo deeper; 'and taſpeak no| 
better language, then all the F athers of the Church ( who| 
have gon to Heaven with thole. opinions, for which Iam| 
Cenſur'd by ſome to Hell,) 1chaoleto ſay [a Conditional, 
notan abſolge Netefſity. ] 2! oe nin 9. (0h | 


37. I! 
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|| of Gods preſcience or foreſight, Which being conſtant 


" 


To reconcile Diſ enters 


— 
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27. IfI may gueſſe ( without cenſure ) at the Cauſe 
of other mens m:ſtakes, by that which once was mine 
own, I ſhall aſcribe much of itto the vulgar miſconception 


and i-fall:ble, ſeems to give a neceſſity to all events, 
which are the objeas of that preſcience, And this muſt 
certainly be the reaſon , is at leaſt muſt ſo conjeFure 
who can think of no better, and did my ſelf ozce fumble 
upon this very ſtove ) why Mr, Calum will have Gods 
preſcience to {ucceed his preordination, The ground of 
which error does ſo border upon 17uch, as to leffen the 
wonder why men of good parts ſhould ſo frequently mij. 
flake it, for that very truth, on which it &orders, ( And 
does unluckily vercfie the [talian Proverb, Troppo confina 
lawerts col vitio,) Gods preſcience indeed does imply a 


again the word zeceſſity is not by every body diſtinguiſht, 
as by the Admirable Boethiws : (to whom I owe my 
eateſt /;2ht in this particular, ) For if it were, 1 be- 
Os many others might be converted, as I have been, 
But before I ſpeak ofthe Diſt:z#1on, I ſhall chooſe to 
ſay ſomething in preparation to it, *Tis briefly this. - 
38. That the rowleage of the Eternal far tranſcending 
all zzotion and ſucceſſion of tzwe, docs abidein the [impli- 
city of itspreſent being ; beholding all paſt and future 
things in his ſimple knowledge, as jeff zow done, And 
therefore Boethius will have it call'd not Przſcience, but 
Science, Not Previdence, but Providence : which doth 
not change the natures and propreetzes of things future, but 
conſiders them as they are, in reſpe# of himſelf , which 
is as they ſhall be, in reſpe# of Time, For as 


neceſſity, which 'tis miſtaken to have effeF*d, And | 


ſoph. lth, 5. 


The proba- 
ble cauſe of 
the Diſſenti- 
on is a mi- 
ſtake of 
Gods prz- 
ſcience, 


The miſtake 
endeavoured 
to bereR&h- 
fied. 


If. 41-22.23. 
AR. 15.18. 
Pf. 139. 2, 


Boethius de 
conſol. Phila- 


the knowledge of things preſex doth import no Neceſſity 
on\ 


i - 


| 


[+] 


"The chrif Miſtake ts be Reflifyed, 


—_— 
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: 


{ 


| 


twofold neceſ- 
fuy in events. 


Due ſunt ne- 


Smplex 
uns, velaty 
quod neceſſe 
eft amnes h4- 
mines e 


balare files, 
e 

cum 5. 4M 

wceſſe eft. 

Boeth. de 


1 


can. Phil. 
LY /- 


BY the conſi- 
eration of a || 


| on-tharwhich « doxe'; ſo the fore knowledge of things fue 
tne layes no wee) ity on: that which [bell be-;: becauſe 
whoſoever either &owec or ſees things, he kraps and ſees 
them as they are, and not. as they are yot, Gods knows- 
| ledge dorh not confound things, but reaches to all events, 
not only Which come to paile, buy as they come to pale: 
whether cantiageztly, or necef] avily, As (tor illuftration) 
when | ſee'a ax walk uponthe earth,. andat the very 
fame'inftant, the Sun ſbinmg inthe Heavens, I ſee. the 


* | firſd as wolwntar), and the ſecond as zatural, And though 


arthe inſtant thar I fee both done, there isa zeceſſitythar 


|| they 4e done (or elfe I could: not ſee them when Ido) 


yet there-was a neceſliry of onrovly, before they were 
done, ( viz. the Suns ſbhinmg inthe Heavens ) but none 
& all of the other, (viz. the mans walking upox the earth.) 
The Sun could not but ſhize, as being a natural agent ; 
The man might »ot havewalked,as being a voluntary one, 
And benceit followes. | 

'39. Tilere is a twofold neceſſity, Whereofone is abſolute 
| andthe other on: S uppoſition. The Abſolute is that,by which 
& thing wyft be moved when ſomething moves it, The Sup» 
' poſitive 19 that, by whichia man hall be damn'd it he die 
Empenitent, The latter neceſſity (though notthe firſt ) 

does mightily well conſilt both with the 1:berty of man's 
ill, and God's Conditionall Decrees, As for example. 
E am ow writing, and God foreſaw that I am writing, 
yet it. does not follow that I zmff needs write, for T can 
chooſe, What God: foreſees muſt neceſ[arily come to 
paſſe, bur it muſt come to pale 72 the ſame manner that 
he foreſees it, He foreſees I will write, not of zece{ſuy, 
| but chorce 5 ſo that his foreſight doth not awake an abſolute 


| 'N, eceſſity, but infers a Neceſſity upon Sappeſition. ( Wee 


muſt | 


i 
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By a true Notion of Neceſſty. 


muſt mark , in a Parembeſis how great a difference 
thereis, berwixt the waking, and the inferring of a Nee | 
ceſlity.) Whatſoever I do, there is an Abſolute Neceſ= 
ſity that God ſhould foreſee ; yet God foreleeing my v0-. 
| luntary Aion, does not make tt neceſſary, but on ſuppoſi«| 
tion that it is day, It all things are preſent to God, (as 
indeed they are ) bis foreſight muſt needs be all one with 
our ſight, As therefore when I ſee a man dauxce as he! 
pleaſes, it is neceſſary that he do whatT ſee he dves; but 
yet my koking on does not wake the thing neceſſary $ So. 
Gods foreſeeing that man would ſin, Now ar a certainty 
[that fo irwould be, but did not.make it an abſalutely 
neceſſary or involuntary thing. For that a thing may be 
certain ( inreſpet of its event ) and yet not neceſſary 
(in reſp& of its cauſe ) is no newes at all to a conſideri 
perſon, who will burduly diſtinguiſh Gods Omwſcience 
from his Omnipoteace, and his Forefgght from his De- 
cree, and infalleble from neceſſary, and ſpontaneous from w9- 
luntary, and that which follow's as a Conſequence only, from 
that which follow's as a conſequent. If I may judge by 
thoſe errors which I- convince my ſelf to have been in, | 
when was contrary minded to what Iam, I ſee as ma- 
ny miſtakes in other men ariſing from the m15fortune of 
confoundizg thoſe things which I juſt now afinguiſ, as 
from any one «nhappineſſe that I can think of, And from 
all that Thave ſpoken upon this laſt ſubje&; it ſeems in- 
evitably to follow, that a ſuppoſtive Neceſſity, arid one 
elſe, is conſiftent with 4 free and contingent AFiop, Whilft 
1 ſ:e a man ſitting, it is neceſſary that he ſit, but upon ſup- 
poſition that I ſee him ſittizg, His poſture is (till avolun- 
tary contingent thing, - For he ſate down when he would, 
and may 47:fe when he RO - (but till with a -e 
ep." 2 of | 


—_—— —— __ 


| 


| 


Ecclus. 15. 
I4. 


5s | 


_ 


The Cherf miſtake to be reftif yed 


| der me. he leaves mein the hand of mine own counſel, and 


of God's Permiſſion, ) Idefire to be _— what «, if 

this is not, exa# ſpeaking, viz, That God by his prohib;. 
2207 under pexalty, makes my Dyſobedience become liable 
to puniſhment, And by his Decree to permit, or not hin- 


ſo-in-the ſtate of peccab:lty, that I = ſn, and periſh, it I 
will, Sothat by his preſciencethat { will ſix, he hath no 
manner of 7nfluence or cauſality upon my fin; which in- 
ferrs my deftru#:0n to be entirely from »zy ſelf. Iam a lit= 


fifth book; and reading ſhall uxderſtand it, and underſtand- 
ing ſhall: have the -zogeſty to retra8 an error, he will not 
reverence the 4. S246 of the 23, Chapter ofthe 3. hook 


Mr. Calvin becauſe of that S807, 
there is, [ Whether Reprobates were pradeſtin'd to that cor- 
ruption which i the cauſe of Damnation ] To which he 
anſwers with a [ Fateor ] I confeſſe- that all the ſons of A- 
dam; bythe expreſſe will of God, fell down into the miſery of 
that condition, in which they are fetter'd and intangled, And: 
alittle after he profefſerh, that no accompt can be given, 
but by hawing recourſe to the ſole will of God, the cauſe of 
which lies hidden within it ſelf. And that we may not 
think he ſpeaks only of the poſterity of Adam, he tells us 
plainly in-the cloſe of that Se8107, that no other cauſe can be 
= for the defeion of Angels, then; that God did repro- 
ate and reje# them. In this place I would aske, Vas 


why were they reprobated and caſt into charnesof darkneſſe? 
and if it were, how thenis God's Reprobation not only the 
chtef, but the only Cauſe of ſuch a fin > Thisis the ſad effe# 


tle confident, that whoſoever. ſhall but read Boethius his 


of Iyſtitutions, becauſe it is Mr. Calvins, but will ſuſpe8.| 
The Queſtion 


the Angels Defe#0n or Apoſtaſie their ſin, or xot ? if not, | 


of being enſlaved to an opinion, and of being oa” 
| __ nat; 


'| owe of vifiory hath been the cauſe 
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By ariht apprebenſun of Gods Will, 
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that liberty which looks like 5e:7g _—_— | beleeve the 

as many miſchtefs, 
as have been feign'd to leap forth from Pandora's Box. 
Whereas if every one that writes, would but think ita 
noble and an honourable thing, to lead his own pride cap= 
:twe,to triumph over his own concettedreſſe,and to net 
the glory of a well natur'd ſubmiſſ 1013there is perhaps hard- 
ly an Author of any confiderable length, but might think he 
had reaſon to write a book of Retraations, And ſure it will 
not be immodeſty for a young manto ſay, Thatmany ol4 
men might have don it, with as much reaſonas S. Auſtin. 
40. Bur as L have learnt of Boethius ( thar moſt excel. 
lent Chriftian,as well as Senator; & profound D ivine, as 
well as p4:loſopher, who lived a Terror to Hereſfe,and died 
a Martyr for the Truth ) to diſtinguiſh of Nec#{:ty ; fo 
have I learn't from other Antzents, to diſtinguiſh better 
of God's will, then I was wont to-do. Firſt, I diſtinguiſh 
(with S. Chryſoſtome) of afirſt and ſecond will, Gods 
firſt will is, that the ſinner ſhould not die, but return rather 
from hts wickedneſſe and live, His ſecond will is, that he 
who refuſeth to return receivethe wages of 1n1quity, Se- 
condly, I diſtinguiſh (with D amaſcene ) of an antecedent 
and a conſequent will, The antecedent is that, by which 
he wils that every ſinner ſbould repent, His conſequent is 
that, by which he preordarneth the Damnation of the 1m- 
penitent, Which diſtinQtion is not made in reſp:& of 
Gods will ſimply (in which there cannot be either pri: or 
poſterins ) but.in reſpe&ofthe things which are the: 05je# 


of his will, For-every thing 1s »:!l'a by God fo far forth: 


aSit is 200d... Now a thing conſider'd atſolutely may be 
good or evill, which ina comparative conſideration may be 
the contrary as for example, To ſave the life of a man, 


And by a right 
Application of 
a twofold Will 
inthe almigh- 
ty, 


"Chryſoft.in E- 
piſt. ad Eph. 
c.1., Homil. 1. 


Damaſcen.l.2.- 
Orth. Fid. c. 


29. 


Me —..——_ 


2 \'s 


Proſper. in 


Reſpon.ad 0b- 
jec.Vincen.ſub 


finem, 


Anſelmus in 
Mat. Cap. 6. 


The nuyht application of 

is good; and to deſtroy 4 man, 1s e14l, in a firſt and abſo-. 
late conſideration. But if a man ſecondly be compar'd with 
his having been a murderer, then to ſave his life, is evil; 
and to deſtroy it, good. From whence it may be ſaid of 
a juſt Judge, that by his antecedent will, he deſires every 
man ſhould we ; but by a conſequent will, decrees the 
death of the Murderer. And even then, he doth fo di- 
ſinguiſh the murderer from the man, that he wiſheth the 
m4u Were not a murderer, Whomhecondemns as mur- 
derer, and not as many, For whilſt he hath a will to hang 
the murderer, he hath a merciful woulding to ſave the man, 
He doth not hang the #24, but only becauſe he is a war- 
derer, And (if it lay in his power ) he would deftroy 
the awurderer, to ſave the man, Both the one, and the 
other, is not an abſolute, bur a conditional will, He would 
fave the man, ( with an) [ if ] he were not a murderer. 
And doth deſtroy the murderer, (with a) becauſe heis a 
Malefagor, Juſt ſo, God's antecedent will is, that eves- 
ry man would repent that he may xotperiſÞ, It is his con- 
ſequent will, that every one may periſh who will zot re- 
pent, Both the one and the other is reſpe#ive and condi- 
tional, Thirdly, I diſtinguiſh ( with Proſper ) of an in- 
witing, and revenging will, The inviting will is that, by 
which allare bidden to the Wedding Feaſt , his reveng- 
ing will is that, by which he puniſheth thoſe that will zor 
come, Or fourthly, I diſtinguiſh ( with reverend An- 
ſelme) of the will of God's w—_ and of the nll of his 
Juſtice, Ir is the will of his Mercy, that Chriſt ſhould 


die for the ſins of all ; but'tis the wil! of his Juſtice, that 
all ſhould periſh who come not #2 when they are calÞd, 
or who only ſo come, 4s not to continue, and perſe. 
were unto the end, | 


4r. All 


Gods Antecedent and Conſequent Will, 


| 


59 


to cut a ſunder the chiefeſt knots in this Queſtion, For 


thoſe other under his Word only, OF which faith the 
 Councel of Toledo, Jurare Dei ejt, a feipſa ordinata, nulla- 
tenus couvellere, Panitere vero, eadem ordinata, can v- 
luerit,, immutare, Whenhe is refolv'd to execute his pur- 
poſe, he is ſaid to ſnear ; and when it pleaſeth him to 
alter it, he is ſaid to repe?xt, For there are ſome De- 
crees of God which ( being conditional } do zever 


fore, mention'd. Which alfo ferveth to reconcile? many 


that God repenteth ( 1 Sam, 16.29.) it is meant ofthe 
firſt mills and when it is ſaid he canno! repent ( 1 Sam. 


of God, (1 Thef. 5. 19, ) but when it is faid, who hath 
reſiſted his will? ( Rom. 9.19.) it ismeant of the ſe- 
cond, God's Mercy is above and before his Juſtice, and 
therefore thar is his firſt will, that all ſhould be [av'd and 
come to the knowledge of the Iruth ( 1 Tim, 2, 4.) but 
yet ſo as that Juſtice is not excluded by his Mercy, and 
therefore that is his ſecond Will, that ſo many ſhould te 
| damn?d as hated knowledge, and did not chooſe the fear of the 
Lord, ( Prov, x, 29,) Thewill of his Mercy, that all 


ſhould 


4t. Alltheſe Dyſt1n4:ox5 come to oe and the ſame | 
purpoſe » and being rightly underſtood, as well as dexte- | 
ouſly uſed, do ſeem to me a Gladiw Delphicus, ſufficient | 


the þrſt will of God may be repealed, whereas the ſecond | 
emmatable, Which is the ground of that DiſtinRion | 
 betwixt the Threats and Promiſes under God's Oath, and | 


| come to paſſe ; as he thought to have donean Evil of pu- | 
aiſbment unto Iſrael, which yet he did mot, Exod.32.14. | 
And the reaſon of this is given us-from that 4:ftin#roy be- | 


ſeeming repugnances in Scripture, For when ir is faid, | 


6, 29,) it is meantofthe ſecond, Inreſped of the| 
firſt, weare ſaid to grieve, to quench, to refift the Spirit | 
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| 
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The Concluſion of the firſt principle, 


—_—— 


'Rom. 12.18. 


® 


ſhould live, is from nothing but his goodydſe , whereas 
the will of his Juſtice, that 7 ſhould die, depends upon 
ſomething in the Creature, ( So that both parties may 
be gratified, they that are for the dependence, and the 
independency of his Will, ) That the Reprobate is invwi- 
ted, is from the mercy of God's Will ; but that he is 
puniſh'd for not accepting, is from the obliquity of his own, 
In reſpc& of the firſt, it # the man that refuſeth God( Jer. 
8.5.) But in reſpe& of the ſecond, it is God that 
doth reprobate man, ( Rom. 1.28.) The free Love of 
the Creator is the only motive to his firſt will, but man's 
ingratitude and rebellion is his tpellent to the ſecond, The 


firſt ſhewes him a tender and compaſionate Father ; the 


ſecond ſpeaks him a righteous and an impartial Judge, Bath 
proclaimhim a powerful ad a provident God, Now can 
any Diſt:n410n be better choſen, can any word that is equi- 
vocal be more ſafely underſtood., can any Opinion ( of 
God's will, or #z4xs ) be more rationally, more warily, or 
more- religiouſly entertain'd , then that wherein God's 
Merc) doth greet his Juſtice ? and wherein his Lowe doth 
kiſie his Poxer > T appeal toany man living, whether this 
be an Error, or if it 1s, whether it is not a very ſafe oze; 


andif it is ſo , whether itis nota very ſmall one; and-| 


if fo ſafe, that none can ſuffer by it; iſ ſoſwall, that no 
body can ſee it 4 whether the Author of this Appeal is not 
very excuſable, both for not being able to ſee his own Eyes, 
nor to ſee his own Error with other mens, As muchas in me 
lies, I would live peaceably with all men.With thoſe elpeci- 
ally, who when I ſpeak unto them thereof, make they; ready to 
battle, And inordertothat Peace, I deſire them to lay this 
one thing to heart. That as,it I were as they, I would quit 
my Opinion; \o, it they were as I,they would not long keep 


their own, CHA P.f 
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Free and ſpecial Grace defended. 
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Free and ſpecial Grace defended againſt the 
Pelagians and M aſſilians in the ſecond 


Principle propoſed. 


42. Aving proved hitherto, that $:y is really 
the cauſe of Puniſhment, that May: is really 
the cauſe of $in, and therefore that Mar is 

the grand cauſe of Puniſhment, ( as being the cauſe ofthe 

cauſe of his Damnation) intending thereby to ſecure my 
ſelf againſt the errors and blacker guilt of the Mazichees, 
the Marciaites, the Stoicks, and the Turks, who do all 
affirm ( ſome aire#lj, ſome by neceſſary. conſequence ) 
That God's abſolute Will is the cauſe of ſin, and man's only 
the inſtrument ; the ſecond part of my Task is to be an 4d- 
wocate, for the pleading and alerting the Cauſe of God 
too; and that againft the Opiners of the other Extreme, 
to wit, the Pelagians and the Maſſilienſes ; who, to be 
liberal to Nature, do take away from Grace , and to 
ſtrengthen the Handmaid, do Il, enthe forces of the M:. 


ftreſſe. And though I think the latter to be the milder 


Herefje of the two, it being leſſe dangerous to: aſcribe tov 
much goodneſſe to the Poner of Nature, (which very 
power is undoubtedly the Fit of God ) then the very 


leaſt Evil tothe God of all Zrace, (and tnis according 


to the Judgement of the S50d- at Orazge, which pro- 
nounced an Azathema upon the firſt Hereſie, whereas it 
did but c:w1lly reje# the ſecond ) yet ina perfe# diſlike and 
reje1on of this latter Extremity, as well as of the former, 
my ſecond Principle is this, 

That 


NE” 


nears eee ee —_ *= Q a 6. - a ade ls ow 
EAA CASE Xi SG EA 
w Wes PR 
<«. 


A. "oe, EIN 


A ea nn 
CE IA PII REA As 1 he RA 
. 
\ 


l G2 | 


Gods free and ſpectall grace 


pn ENS 


The ſecond 
Frinciple or 


bufineſle. 


Explained. 


AR. 4. 12. 


Ground of my _ 
Belief in this 


Joh.6.44-65. 


| 


That al! the good which I do, Ido firſt receive; not 
from any thing in 2) ſelf, but from the ſpecial Grace and 


| Favour of Almig "ty God, Who freely worketh in me, bath 


to F111, and to do, of his good pleaſure, Phil, 2. 13. 


43. ThatI may not be ſuſpeQted of any ſecret Reſerva- 
t:oz within my ſelf, in the laying down of this Pr:xceple z 
I will endevour to ſpeak out, and make my Reader my 
Confeſſor, by revealing the very utmoſt of what I think in 
this buſinefſe, Tbeleeve, that no man can come to Hea- 
ven, any otherwiſe then by Chriſt 5 nor to Chriſt, un- 
lefle it be given; (that is, unleſſe the Father draw 
him. ) Firſt the Father loves the So ; next he loves #5 
in the Sons then endowes us with his Spirit 5 ſo endow'd 
he eleFs us ; ſo elefed he predeſiines us; fo predeſtis'd 
he will glorifie us 3 by crowning his Gifts and Graces in 


{ us. I ſay his Graces, becauſe they are not acquir'd by w;, 


but z»fus'd by hizz, Nor fo properly grven, as lent us. 
Lent us as Talents, notto hide, but multiph, Wee owe 
it wholly to God, not that he gives us his Grace only, 
but that he gives us the grace to deſire his Grace, as well 
asto ule it to the advancement of his Glory, And we 
are to tha;k him, as for all other merctes, ſo for this 
alſo, even that we have the Grace to thank him, So far 
am I from that Pelazianiſm whereof Ihave wrongfully 


been accus'd, (I beſeech God not to lay it to my Accuſers | 


charge ) that I have never lain under any the leaſt Temp- 
tation to any degree of that Herefie, No, no more, then 
Fulgtentins, or __ or S. Auſtin himſelf, Ir not only 
& , but ever hath bee my aſſertion, That as we cannot 


ſpiritually be nouriſhed,unlefſe the Father of Merczes doth | 


reach out unto us the Bread of Heavens and as we cannot 
take 


| 


at 
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Reconcil'd with Choztce, 


| 63 


200d , but not unable to refuſe tt, 


take it whenit is offered, unleſſe he gives us the hand. of 
Faith ; ſocannot we poſſibly deſire to take it, unlefle he 


gives us our very appetite and hunger, We cannot pant | 


after the waters of life, unleſſe he gives us our very thirſt, 
He ſtirs up, when we are ſleeping, that we may ſeek 
him; and ſhews himſelf, when we are ſeekin2, that we 
may find him; and gives us ſtrength, when we have 


-fourd him, that we may hold him faſt untothe end, There 


ogelted by his 
(a) preventing Grace,No,nor increaſingunlefle fireagthned 
by his (b ) ſubſequent Grace, No nor conſummate, un- 
leſſe ( c ) perfeed by his Grace of perſeverance, IfT am 
better then azy man, it is God that makes me (4d) difer. 
Every good gift is from above, and cometh down from 
the father of lights. And therefore he that will gory, 
let him glory in the Lord , faying with the Plalmiſt, 
Not unto  Olord, not unto wi, but unto thy name give the 
priſe | 
44 Having thus ſecur'd my ſelf from giving the WY of 
anaſacrilegion Liberty I muſt with all provide, that 
I be able to anſwer the Objefion of the Marcionttes ; 
which Tertull;an could not do, but by aſſertizg the [berty 
of the Will, Which Grace doth corre#, but not deſtroy. 
Grace doth ſtrengthen, but not compell, Grace doth 
guide , but not neceſſitate. Grace makes able to chooſe 
M arcion objeRed 
thus. If God is good, and praſcient of all the E will which 
is to come, and withal able to prevent it, why did he ſuſjcr 
mankind to fall > why did he not hol4 him faſt by irreſiſtt- 
ble Grace » Tertulliananſwer'd, That God made man in 


is no good thought ariſing in us, unlefle ſug 


his own Image, and that in nothing more l:vely then 1n | 


the Liberty of a Will, And to that it is, to which hi fall _ 
: K 2 e 


« Phil.1.6.gc 


with Choice, 
which is ir« 
reconcilable 

with Irreſi- 


ftibiltty, 


Obje#. n. 

St Deus bonus 
G7 preſcins 
mali,Cs potens 
depellere, cur 
hominem labi - 
paſſiss eff ? 
Reſp. liberum 
GG [ arbitrit 
0 ſue pote- 
ſtatis invenio 
hominem. & 
ſeqq. 
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Choice not Reconctlable 


—_— 


ObjeF. 2. 
Homo ita de- 
buit inſtitu, 
«t non poſſet 
cadere. Reſp. 
Ergo bonum 
ſuum baberet 
emancipatum 
fibi 4 Deo. Et 
bonus aut 
malus ne- 


ceſſitatefuiſſet 
voluntate Nec 


merces jure 
penſarenur ei. 
Terrvll. ad- 
ver(. Marc. 
8.69. 6. 
1. Proved by 
Scripture. 
Phil.2.12, 
I'J. 


{ be imputed. But (faith Marcioz ) Man ought to have been 
made of fuch a frame, as ot to be able to fell away, Yea 
but then ſaith Tertullian ) Man had not becn a wolun- 
ary bur a neceſſary Aent, ( which is as much as to ſay, 
Fl 

a112ht objeft of Reward and Puniſhment, 

45. Betore I ventureon any rat:onal, or Schelaſlical 
way of arguing, I mult firſt ealizhten miy felt out of fome 


invents, non | 


—_ Wok out your ſalvation nath fear and trembling. 
or it is Gd which worketh in you, both to will, and to do, 
of his good pleaſure, He bids them work , becauſe Gol work 
eth, which they needed not to have been bid to do, If 
God had work: after a ph5yical irreſiſtible manner... That 
they mightnot be betray'd. into a jamming reliance upon 
their being /ſuperaFed to the working out of their ſalvaion, 
he bids them work it out with fear and trembling, ( as 
our Saviour bids us, S:rive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, 
becauſe many ſhall flrive, and ſhall not enter,) which 
they needed not have don, had their ſalvation been (not 
only a certain, bur withall ) a neceſſary, unatoidable thing, 
and ſo inconfiſtent with choice and opt;on, But the Apoe 
ſtle rels chem ( in the zext werſe) that it is G24 wao 
workcth in them, nor oz to do, butto xill, and to vo; 
by his preventing Grace, heworkerh in them to well, by 
afjifting Grace, he worketh in them. to do : by neither fo 
trreſijtzbly , bur thar they muſt work it out Themſel :1es roo z 
and that not only with expeFation and hove, bur with f-ar 
and tremblinz, God worketh in w to will ((airh the Apo= 
file ) not without, or azaialt, bur according tothe nature 
of that very #:ll with which he made us, Grace doxh 
| not 


an ſhould nor have been a Man, ) Nor could have been | 


clear places of Scripture, Amongſt which there is none | 


: that ſeems more proper, then that of S. Paul to the Phi- 
bont nec mall | 
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not deſtroy, but eſtabliſh, and ſtrengthen, and perfe# Na- 
Shall we ſay that we do a thing without Iiberty and 
choice, becauſe Goa worketh in w to will and todo > (that 
is ) to do it by chorce and - option 2 is the liberty loft, be- 
cauſe itis g»:4ed and enatled to do that which is good >? 


if I can do all things throuzh Chriſt that ſtrenzthens me, then 


can 1 ( through him ) both refuſe the evil, and chuſe the 
Graod, 
would or no. AnJ ſo it would be, w-re I unable to reſiſt 
it, (as I ſhall ſhew by and by in the open confeiſion of 
D. Taiſſe, whoſe Favourers cannot be angry with one 


that ſpeaks in his language.) 1 can do all things through 


him that ſtrengthens me, ((aith the Apoſile ) now to 
ſtrengthen, is. not to neceſſitate, For then to ſtrengthen, 
would be to weaken, Becaule to necsſſita'e, or compel, 
with an irreſiſtib:lity, is to.vanquiſb, and over-maſter z not 
to give ſtrength, but rather to- take tt away... Again, our 
Saviour is {aid to tread down S atan under our feet, To what 
end doth he tread the Serpent.down, but that we may 
have the freedom to trample on him > and though he doth 
it with his own feet, yet it 1s under ours, This l:verty and 
freedom of the regenerate will, is at. ance expreſſed and. ex- 


pounded in thoſe words of the Pſalaziit, I will run the way 


of thy Commandments, when thou lhal- ſet m heart at literty, 
To which is agreeable that of our Saviour, and the truth 
ſhall make 1: free, Ir being a grear atſur4ti;y ( inthe opi- 
nion of Tertul/zar) tha: a man ſhould hace hy happineſſe 


ferced.on him by God Almihty,, So tar is God from pro. 


fituting his Bu7ſſ1ag, by ſuch a controlling of the will, and 


ſuch an chtr«4179 of the 04j-7, as makes the objeF una- 


wodat le, that he doth nut only fer and propoſe it to his 
peoples choice, bur dejares them allo to. choofe it, I cail 
heawen 


—_—_— 


Which would not be chorce, it it were whether [ 


Liberti arhbi- 
' Irii nos condi- 
dit Deus. Nec 
ad virtutes 
nec ad vitia 
neceſſitate 
, trabhimutr. 4- 
| lroqui ubi ne- 
ceſſitas,1bi nec 
damnatis, nec 
; corona eff, 
| Hieron, con- 
| tra Jovinian. 
* 2. 


— — 


Valet liberum 
arbitrium ad 
| bong, ft divi- 
nit adjuve- 
tur ; quod fit, 
humiliter pe- 
tendo to faci- 
-endo. Auguſt. 
epiſt. 8g. 

Plal. 119 32, 


Terri!l, lo- 
CO citarnn. 

' 2 Cor. £.20. 
Deur. 30.14; 
19. 


Joh. 8. 3 2. 


— 
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Choice not Reconcilable 


| Joſh. 24.16. 


2. Proved by 
Reaſon. 
Illad proprie 
dicitur irsefi- 
ſtibile, cui re. 
ſiftere nemo 
poteſt, quam- 
vs veller. 
Twill. in 
praf. ad vin» 
Grat. 9.9. 
P- 3T+ 


heaven and earth to record this day againſt you ( faith God 
by Moſes ) that T have ſet before you Life and Death, bleſ- 
ſing and curſing, Therefore chooſe life, that tha and thy 
ſeed may lrve, But chooſe we cannot, it God works in 
us zrreſ:ſtibly ; asT will farther prove by Reaſor. 


46. * That is properly called irre{;tible, which is of 


{uch an over-ruling and prevatling force, that a man cannot 
withſtand it, although he would, ( And thus Dr. Twiffe 
hath well defiz7d it) from whence it followes, that to 
chooſe rrreſiſtibly, is a contradition in AdjeFo, For it is 
to will a thing whether oze well or zo, He that ſaith,God 
worketh in us to chooſe rrreſiſtibly, doth ſay in effet, He 
ſo worketh in us, as that we cannot chooſe but chooſe. Which 
is as much as to ſay, not only that we do, what we cannot 
do, but that we therefore do it, becauſe we cannot do it, He 
that cannot chooſe but choſe, doth chooſe becauſe he cannot 
chooſe. Which is as bad fas to ſay, that: the thing is 
neceſſary, becauſe it is impoſſible, To make this plain to 
my plaineſt Reader, I will ſhew the legality of my dedu- 
#101 by theſe degrees. Firſt, he that is wrought upon by 
God ( to believe, obey, or perſevere) rreſiſtibly, cannot 
poſſibly do otherwiſe ( rhen beleeve, obey, or perſevere, ) 
Secondly, he that cannot poſſibly do otherwiſe then he doth, 
cannot poſſibly chooſe but do what he doth, Thirdly, he 
that cannot chooſe but do what he doth, doth clearly do it 
whether he will or wo, Fourthly, he that doth beleeve, 
obey, or perſevere, whether he mill or no, doth do it by as 
evident undeniable Neceſſity, as that by which a ſtone rexds 
downwards, ( Which tendency of the ftoxe, though it is 
ſpontaneow, yet is not voluntary, and as it is not by 210. 
lence, lo neither is tt by chozce.) Fitthly, he that willeth 
to beleewve, obey, or perſevere, whether he will or zo, doth 


do 
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ſame things with them that hate him, 
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| do it by a Neceſſity, by which a ſtone tends upwards,when | 


it is thrown, ( Which teadency of the ſtoxe is fo far from | 
voluntary, that it is not ſpontaneous, It 1s not only an 
irrational, but an unnatural thing. ) and befides implies 
a coptradiiion in a voluntary Azent, which cannot take 
place in an involuntary floze, For to ſay, a man wlleth 
to obey or beleeve, whether he will or 10, is to ſay he wil- 
leth jt either without his will, or azainſt his wil, orelfe 
not having a will at all, Which is as bad as to ſay, thar 
he muſt needs will it becauſe he cannot any way poſſible, 1 
know not any trick imaginable for the efcaping the od;um 
of theſe Atſurdtties, unlefle by denying the definition of 
irreſiſtible, Which were not to eſcape, but to commute 
abſurdities. And not only the authoritzof Dr, Twiſſe, 
but the very force ofthe word would cry it down. And fo 
lietle is my deduF1oz in a capacity to be blam'd, that Do- 
or Twiſ]e ſaith expreſly of zrrefiſtibility, It hath no place 
inthe af of willing. And though he pleads for a Neceſſi- 
ty, which he will have to follow Gods operation upon the 
$ oul, yet he will have that Neceſſ:ty to be xo other, then 
what may very well agree with the /iberty of the will, So 
that if that learned DoFor, in that his s&:rw2zſb with Ar- 
mini, had not confounded a neceſſity, with a certainty of 
event, and uſed that word inſtead of this, his Antagoniſt 
and He (in that particular) muſt needs have wraxgled 
into Friendſbip, For Arminius denieth the irreſiſtible 
working of Grace upon the W:1l, and ſo doth Dr,Twiſſe. 
Again Dr. Twiſe affirmeth, that the [:berty of the will 
doth agree with the working of Grace upon the Vl, and 
ſo doth Arminius, And therefore I hope for no hard 
uſage from ſuch as are haters of Arminius, whilt I ay the 


47. Me 


In attu volen- 
di locum non 
babefr. In lo- 
co Citato. 
Ex hujuſmodi 
autem operati- 
4 CR 
iftit Neceſſitas 
effetus, cum 
ipſa libertate 
voluntatis 
conſentiens. 
Ibid. 
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63 | Grounds of Miſtake remov'd by diſtingu(ſhing, - | 
The Ground of | 47. Methinks the principal Ground of my miſtakes here- 
6 1g tofore in this buſineſle, (if I may be allow'd to paſſe a con- 
moved. jeFure upon my ſelf) is the wiſapprehenſjon of certain 
Texts, the cauſe of whole miſapprehenſion is the illogical 
confounding of two things, which though they look like one 
another, are yet exceedingly different, As for example 
from [ Ezek. 26. 27. Cant. 1.4. 1]Joh.3.9. I vill 
cauſe you to walk in my Statutes, &c, Draw me, we mill 
run after thee, Whoſoewer is born of God cannot ſin,hecauſe 
he us born of God, and the like ] many conclude that 
Gods working upon the wils of his Ele#, isby ſuch a phy- 
[ical immediate immutation of their wils, as doth not only 
produce a certain, but a neceſſary effe#. And being for- 
getful ( rather then ig7orapt ) to diſtinguiſh eceſſity from 
certainty of events, they call that zeceſſary, which is bur 
certain, and infallible, and ſo ( through haft, or inadver- 
tency,) they ſwallow down the Error of :rreſ;ſtible Grace, 
uſing the word irreſiſtible in ſtead of effeFual, And this 
is a ſecond Tnadvertency begotten of the firſt , as com- 
monly oxe error loves to draw on anther, Now becauſe 
a fallacy undiſcerned in the premiſes cannot poſſibly be 
diſcover d by gazing only on the Concluſion, ( juſt as an 
error in the fir} Concoion, is hardly mended in the ſe- 
cond, ) I muſt mark out the difference betwixt infallible, 
and neceſſary, Before I can uſefully diſtinguiſh betwixt ef- 
feual, and irreſſiſtible, | 
By rightly di- | 48, Lfallible properly is that, that cannot erre, or be 
eucxag deceived, That is properly Neceſſary, which cannot but 
lible and Ne- | be, The firſt relatesto the perfeon of the K nowledge 
ceſſary- of God, but the ſecoud to the Almizhtineſſe of his w:l, 
The firſt is properly applyed unto the objeR of God's 
foreſizht, ( and though 'tis otherwiſe uſed, yet 'ris by 
. | ſuch | | 
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| Bins Infallible and Neceſſary, &. 


ee 


ſuch a Catachreſis, as Ihumbly conceive to be a foxe of | 
ftumbling,) Bur the ſecond more preciſely unto the obje& 
ofhis Decree, The firft is conſiſtent with thoſe contin- 
gent events, to which the ſecond is Dzametrically oppoſed, 
As for example. That I am ow writize, is but contine 
gent, becauſe I do it-upon choſe, Yet! Gods foreknow- 
ledge of this my writing from al! Eternity did infer that 
this my writing would fa!l:bly rome to paſſe, This event 
is contingent, forT can chooſe ; but yet :»fallible, for Gol 
cannot erre, This - com1112944 therefore doth infallibly 
come to paſſe, not hy way of a conſequent, bur by way of 
conſequence, My writing being not the efe#, but the 06- 
je# only of God's Omniſcieuc-, Which is, in point of 
order, before the AF, God foreſces a contingent will con- 
tingently come to paſſe, and therefore we infer it will 
infallibly come to paſſe, becauſe he foreſees it whois 1#- 
fallible, So that his preſcience is a Conſequent of the 
thing's coming topaſle z andit's :»fall;b:lity of coming 
to palle, is zferr'd from his preſcience, only by way of 
Carſequence, Ir is one thing, to follow as the effe# of a 
Carſe, inorder of Nature ; and quite another, to follow as 
the ſequel of an Antecedent, in way of Argumentation, The 
ſhort and plain upſhot of all is this, Theprecious weſels 
of El-#199 do very certaznly and :nfallibly perſevere unto 
the end, and that by reaſon of God's oxzniſcience which | 
cannot be deceived ; but not of zece{{ity and irreſiſtibly, 
by reaſon of his omrnipatence which cannot be fruſtrated 
or defeated, What God foreſees ſhall come to paſle , 
ſball infallibly come to paſſe , and that becauſe he 
cannot erre,who is oxzniſcient. (On the other ſide ) what 
God decrees ſhall come to paſle, -wſt come to palle of 
neceflity,, becauſe he cannot be reſiſted, who is omnipotent, 
49. Hence 


— 


Dare 
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"Attn in Geral, Velitionin particular. © 


Betwixt ſuffi- 
cient, effetu- 
all, and unre- 


ſiftible, 


Berwixt 
ation in ge- 
neral, and vs- 


or three things, which have fo often, and ſo unbappily been 
confounded, I mean ſufficient, effeFual, and irreſiſtible, ap- 
plyed ro Grace, 1 Safficien: Grace 1sthat, which poſ- 


nal is that, which certainly will. $3 Irrejifitble is that, 
which zecefſarily muftl, That which is refiti6le doth 
carry away its obje8 to what it pleaſeth, like a mighty 
Torrent, by indiſputable force, maugre the greateſt oppoſite- 
0# that can be made, and thereforc cannot take place in 
the eleQrons of the will, which ceaſeth to ele# after the 


efjeRual ont, is quite another thing, and doth prevail 
upon the ll not zeluFabl, bur nfelith, It doth fo 
ſtrongly and effeFually ircline the will, at ſuch critical oppoy- 
tunities, and by ſuch congruowm means. as that the will 
doth very certainly and #ydoubtedh aſſent. But it doth 


do what it doth, even whether it will or 70. 


lition in par- 
ticular. Be- 
twixt 7aking 
and Choofang. | 


L- 


and the ſpecrfical notion of willing, or choojing, God in- 


deed ( ifit pleaſe him ) can by his a#ſolute power overhis | 


Creature, make him a# this thing, or take that thing, by 
ineluable Neceſſity, and whether he will or yo, Butthen 
that a#ins is not volition, and that taking is not choſe, For 
the very word choiſe cannot be rightly apprehended, but it 
muſt carry along with it aſonzd of freedom, Optio __ 

e 


fibly may produce thar Ffe# for which it is given, 2 Efje-| 


nature ofa 4, if ir be made to do any thing. whether it | 
willsr no, (as hath already been ſbew'd from no lefle a| 
conceſſion then that of DoRor Tie. ) But that which is | 


not ſo yrreſiſtibly and compulſively neceſſitate, as to take | 
| away the freedom and pofibility of afſenting, by making it { 


49. Hence it is eafie to diſtinguiſh betwixt the 9:her two 


> = 


_— _ 


and 


ee 


50. I diſcern the Truth of this diſtin#ton with greater | 
eaſe, by having alwaies in my proſpe# the very greatdit- | 
ference, betwixt the generical notion of a4ing, or taking, | 


— 
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' Taking and Chooſing, 
| be optimoram, and ſo duorum at the leaſt. It is of two 


| ſounds, Shall I declaremy Judgement then, (although in 


things ot more, that we chooſe the beft, whether in reab- 
ty, or in appearance, And this Uberty of the will, by 
which we chooſe, being acknowledg'd on all fides, (as 
well by Mr. Perkins, and Dr, Twiſſe, as by Bellarmine, 
and Arminius, as every man knows who hath but read 
and compar'd them ) that famous #gme of a twofold Ne- 
ceſſity, the one of coa41on, and the other of rnfalibility , 
( being built upon a marifeſt and groje miſtake both of 
the word Neceſ/it;, and the word 1rfallibility, ) ſeems 
to me tobe ſerviceable to no other end, then to cover a 
wound, which *tis impoſſible to cure. But admit of thar 
diftision of a twofold Neceſſity, or admit a Neceſſity be 
twentifold, yet ſtill it ceaſeth not to have the nature of a 
Necſity, If it is abſolutely Neceſſary that I muſt go to 
London, it doth not ceaſe to be Neceſity, becauſe I am 
_ rather _ cage Coa81on, and nyo rs 
if they both imply an abſolute and peremptory Neceſſity, 
( ad bo by conſequence an ive bilatn and fo by con- 
ſequence are oppoſed to the elefrve faculty of the Wll, ) 
it 15 no matter how they differ in their ſjllables and their 


weakneſſe, yet in ſincerity ) how freenill is neceſſary to the 
chooſing of good, to which, without Grace, it is altogether 
inſufficient 2 My judgement is, that it is zeceſ ary, not 4s 
a Cauſe, but as a Con4:tin, Not as that, by wertue of which, 
we can 4s any thing that is good , but as that, without 
which, we cannot chooſe it. Gol's Grace alone is the 
cauſe of the good, but man'swil is as really the inſtrument 
of the choiſf, VVe can do good, as God's Engeneswithe 
ont 4 will , and fo did Balzams Afſe, witiiout a Reaſos. 


But we cannot chooſe good. without a freew:l, as that 


; 


2 Aſſe 


em 


Taking and C boofong, 


light. And now I ſpeak of the light, ( if my Reager 
pleaſe ) by that 1224: 1 will make it plazz. We know the 
Sun is the fontarn or Cauſe of I3ght, And light the only 
means by which we ſee, But yet the opening of the Eje- 
Lid is a neceſſary condition, becauſe ifI winh, I am dark at 
noon, And ifs my Eyelid is held open by ſuch a pozer as 1 
cannot reſiſt, my Ee in that caſe cannot chooſe but ſee,and 


God that chooſeth that good, and the man doth only a# 
it, I fay God chooſeth, by a catachreſtical way of ſpeak- 
ing, meerly the better to ſhew my thoughts, For though 
God did chooſe to-make a world, and oze world, becauſe 


all , yer I conceive it abſurd, to ſay that God did chooſe 
to be good, or thathe chooſeth to do good, ( in oppoſition 
to evil ) becauſe he ts good, and ot, 

neceſſity ; he cannot chooſe to be, or to do, any otherwiſe, 
And ſo he loves, but does not chooſe it. For it that were 
true ſpeaking, *rwould be as true ſpeaking to ſay, that God 
doth wil his benz and doing 2001, whether he will or x0 z 
or that he cannot chooſe but chooſe, Which is ſure very 
childiſh untoward ſpeaking, Only he chooſeth to. enable 6 
to:40 it, becauſe he can chooſe, whether he will ſo exable 
us, or 30, Whenhe giveth us his Grace, he hath the 
power to withhold it; when he continueth his rg , he hath 
the power to withdraw it ; therefore doth he chooſe both to 
give and to continue it, The goodneſſeof his. eſſence is not 


| Hſſe could not poſſibly underſtand what ſhe ſpake, without 
a Ratiocination, This ſeems to meto be as plary asthe. 


therefore cannot chooſe toſee, Myſight may be with dee | 
lation, but not properly with that which is call'd ele- | 
#:0v, Thus if any.man be delighted in doing good, bur | 
( by reaſon of Neceſſity). cannot. poſſibly 4ut do it, it is | 


it was in his power to have made many worlds, or none at | 


th good, by an abſolute | 


re R 


arbitrary | 
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Poluntary and ſpontaneous £ 
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arbitrary and elervebut ſpontanrow and natural, Where | 
as the goodneſie of his effeFs inall his Creatures, is not 

naturally neceſſary in reſpeR of him, but arbitrary and 

eleFrve, meerly depending upon his pleaſure, For he 

gave us our goodneſſe when we would, and may take it away 
whenhe pleaſeth, To: underſtand this the better,and to hold 
it faſt in my anderſtanding, 

51. Imuſt carefully diſtinguiſh , betwixt ſpontaneum, 

(that which is of zts own accord ) and voluntarium, ( that 
which is freely and upon choſe, ) The firſt is agreeable 
to 7n4nmate creatures, the ſecond only to rational, That 

is properly oppos*d to violence, but reconcilable with xe» 

af ps to which this is oppos*d, As for example. A ſtone 

tends downwards by a natural, and neceſſary, and ſpoxtane= 

ous motion, It tends downwards of zeceſ#1ty, becauſe ir 

cannot but dofo, And yet ſpontaneouſly, becauſe it doth it 

without violence, and of its own accord, Bur yet that mo- 

tion 15.not voluntary, nor doth the ſtoxe chooſe that kind: of 
texdency, becaule it could not refuſe it, as not being fur- 

nifſht with the [:berry of a wil1, Thus when I made my 

entrance out of the wozb into the norld, I did nor coſe 

to go forwards, becauſe I had xot the power to ſtay behin1.; 
I did itas a ſpoxtazeous, not as a voluntary Agent, But 
now that I am capable either of virtue, or of vice, and 

do purſue the oze, in refuſal of the other, Ido itnot only, 


in a ſpontaneou:, but in a Toluntary manner, Ve have 
the perfe# charafer ofa voluntary Ageit in that admira-. 


Berwixt vg* 
lantary and 


| ſpontaneous, 


Ecclefiaſti- 


ble naregdor of the Sor of Syrach, The Lord left man in ! CUS IS, 13, 


the hand of his Counſel ; if thou wilt, to keep the Comman1- 
ments, He hath ſet fire and water before thee, ſtretch forth 
thy hand unto whether thou wilt, Before man us hfe and 


death, and whether him liketh ſhall be given him Idare 
not 


14-15-16.17. 
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A reſult of the 
whole in two 
Examples. 


Mat, 2. 28. 


44 | 
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* Two examples of Grace reſted, 


——— 


man with ſuch a freedom of will;zg or nillizg, then why 
he made the hand with thole two Muſcles, whereof the 
oxe doth move tothe taking of a thing,and the other, to the 
throwing of it _ 
52. Having ſpoken all this in order to the clearing of 
refſtibility in the working of Grace in God's Ele, I think 
I cannot do better, then to apply my preſent reaſonins ts 
tno examples, (ar lealt as much of it as ſhall be needfull) 
whereof one muſt be the Protoplaſt, before his Fall, and 
the other mult be oneof his poſterity, whom we are very 


well afſur'd to have been one of God's Ele&., Adam 
was made in a ſtate of Innocence, and ( God not requir- 
ing any 1mpoſſibilities,as brick without ftraw, ) had grace 
enough to have perform'd a moſt adequate obedience to. 


Gods Command, Which if he had zot reſiſted, how could 
he potlibly have i'd? and if that meaſure of Grace was 


leflen'd, before he ſid, how was the taking away of 


Grace any puniſbment of his Fall > or how was he then 
in the ſtate of Innocence > Tthe was not, then was he 
ſinful, before he ſin'd, God does not take away his Grace, 
unlefſe to puniſh the abuſe ofit, But Adam did not abuſe 
it, before he ſin'd; and by our Saviour's Rule | To hin 
that hath ſhall be given ) God would rather have given 
him ore, then have taken away any, From whence it 


of Aiam, was lo ftrong, and lo perfeF, as. to enable him 
to faxd, and that in no leſle then a ſtate of Innocence, yet 
was it alſo ſo reſiſtible, as to ſuffer him to fall, and that 
into no lefſe then a ſtate of Perditzon, And although he 


had the favour to be rais'd again in ſome meaſure, yet it |- 
| was not to that ſzxocence from whence he fell, So that 


bs 
not (like M a-cion ) be more inquiſttive, why Gad made | 


\ 


| 
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 followes, that though the working of Grace in the heart | 
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Grace refed both totally and fnalhy, 


as to his fir Covenant, and his firſt p:tch of perfe8ron, his | 
Fall was not only total, but final too, And indeed 1 
- would know, why our Saviour hath told us, that from: | 
| hins that hath not, ſhall be taken away eventhat which he 
1 hath, if itis not for this re#ſon, 4ecauſe he hath Iawiſbt 
l out his talent, and hath reſiſted that power of doing well 
: which was offer'd him. There isno better arguing, then 
| 4b afiu ad potentiam, Man caz reſiſt, becauſe he doth, And 
I may wonder, as well as Grotiw, why ſuch men are 
| not corfuted by their own manifold experience, who ſay 
| that Grace inthe Ele# is anreſiſtible, unleſſe they will 
| deny Themſelves to be of the zuwmber of the Ele&.David 
had Grace to havedone better then he did, in the double 
matter of Vriah, but he reſted it with a nitzeſſe, and 
that ſor ſoxze months together, He was a veſſel of eleRion; 
how then did he reſt the Grace of God, ſo as to fallinto 
thoſe damnable and killing fins, in which, if he had dyed, 
he had periſb'd irreverſibly? it was not without Grace, 
(for he was one of the EleS, ) nor by its concurrence, 
( for God was not guilty, ) it was therefore againſt the 
| working and means of Grace, Indeed if God did his ut- 
moſt, ſuch as David could zever fin. Or it they could, 
| it would argue God conqner'd, by man, or Devil. Un- 
| leſſe we ſhould ſay, that ſuch omnipotent Grace doth come, 
| ' and 20, and come again, after the meaſure that God is 
| | | willing,a man ſhould ſz,and repent, andfin agar. And 
therefore it is evident, that God Almighty, in his Ele, 
| doth ſhew only the copgruo 8nd the efficaciou: Power z not 
' the irreſiſ#16:zlity, and Almightineſſe of his Grace, Sure 

David ( and Solomon) did fall from Grace , by reſift- 
| ing it, inboth acceptions of the word Grace as it is ta- 
, ken for gractous living, and as it is. taken for the _ ef 

od, ). 
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=_— | Grace refited both totally and finally, 


\ God, ) and this is invincibly concluſible. even from that 
very anſwer, which is wont to be alledged for irreſiſtib;lity, 
For they ſay, God had decreed the Repentance and new 
life of David, and therefore he could zot de, till he had 
repented, Which is ſpoken by them for thi resſon, be- 
cauſe if David had not repented, he muſt .have- periſht. 
Which yet he could not have don, if he had really cont;- 
nued inthe ſtate of Grace, 
53. Ifagainſt this itis excepted, That though a weſel 
of Ele4:0n may fall damnably from Grace, yer he cannot 
finally, this is unworthy for a Scholar, to ſpeak, or hear ; 
for who cvcr was ſo illy, as to ſay, or think, that the pre- 
cious veſſels of Ele410p can fall away fizally ? this is not 
anſwering the argument, but forſaking the Queſiion, The 
Queſtionis, whether the Grace of God doth work irre. 
/iftibhy in the Ele# ? not, whether or no it rings them to 
a moſt certa;z and infallible degree of #hje, ( For they 
that diſpute againſt the firſt, affirms the ſecond,) Grace js 
proved to be reſiſtible in Gods Ele8, by ſuch examples as 
David. And to that it is anſwer'd,he could not ſoreſiſt,as 
to fall away finally. Which is (firſt ) a s{1ppin2 from the 
firſt Queſtion, to the ſecond ;, and ( ſecondly ) "tis to ſay, 
( what no man living did ever gazzſay ) That ſuch us perſe. 
were unto the end can never fall away fraally, A grofle 1den- 
tical propoſition, which does not only betray the weakneſſe 
of that opinion Which it afſerteth, but does eſtabliſh the 
T7uth of this very cauſe which I am plead:a7. For it con-" 
fefſeth, that Grace is reſi/t:ble ; and only denies, that it is 
finally reſiſted, Nawid was able to reſiſt it, but he did nor 
reſiſt it uato the ead, And every technical Grammarian can 
diſtinguiſh the 4A# which is imp!y'd in the Participle, 
from the Apti:ude which is couched in the Adje&ive in bi- 
| lis, } 
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| Totally and Finally, 


ny 


lis, But ( to haſten towards the end of my Readers 
Task, ) there is allo a final, as well as total reſiſting. of 
ſuch a Grace, as is ſufficient for the attainment of Gly). 
For (not to ſpeak of. thoſe men who reſiſted and /inn'd 
againſt all means which could be us'd, 1/a. 5.4. and who 
| alwates reſiſted the holy Ghoſt, 4.7.51. and who nould 
z0t be gathered, after never ſo many eſazs, Mat. 23.37.) 
how many Chriſtian profeſſors are now in Hel, who when 
they were Irfants, were fit and ſuitable for Heaven 2 
Shall z0t I ſpare Nineveh, in which are above 120000 
ſouls, which cannot diſtinguiſh betwixt the +: hand and the 
left > Jon, 4. 11, God ſpeaks there of Heathen Infants, 
towards whom ('tis ſaid ) his Bowels did yearn within 
him, and that upon the Impendence of but a temporal de- 
firuFion, But I ſpeak here of Infants, both born, and 
baptiz'd, into a memberſhip of the Church, How many 
are there of ſuch, as in their harzzlefſe Nonage were babes 
of Grace, and yethave out I12*d their Innocence, fo as at 
laſt to be transform'd into weſſels of wrath > I will ſhut 


was turned into a Prophet by the Spirit of 
of holineſſe, as well as into an Apoſiate by 
the ſpirit of uncleanneſſe. And the Devil 
entred into Judas, who for ſome time toge= 
ther had beey deputed with the ele#, And 
with the ſaying of S, Auguſtize, Thar if 
the regentrate and juſtified [hall fall away 
into a wicked courſe of living by his own 


Prophetam, quam 
poſtea in a 


not received, becauſe he bath wilfully loſt that Grace of God 

which he hadrecerved, by that will of his which was at liber- 

| ty to fin. And how exaQtly that Father doth ſpeak my 
| M 


ſenſe 


up this Paragraph with the words of Tertullian, Saul | 


Jonah, 4.11, 


Saulem tam Dei Spirits vertit-in 
malus ſpiritus 
atam.Fudam aliquandin 
cum eletis deputatum poftea Diabolus 
tutravit. Terrul. de Anim. c. I, 


Si regeneratus (9g juftificatus in me- 
lam vitam ſua hem relabitar, 
certd is non poteſt dicere, Non accepi, 
uta acceptam gratian! Dei ſuo in mas | 
um arbitrio libero aniſit. Aug. de 


will and pleaſure, he cannot ſay, 1 have Grat. & Correp. c. 6. &. c. 9. 
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The Decree of Bleftion was tin Fore-ſight - 


* Depred. 


Sand. |.1. c, 


14. De bono 
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| The Decree of ; 
EleHion con- ©| 34 
ditional and *| 


reſpeFive. 


} 2nd gratis non nova woluntas crea- 

| tur, neg; invita voluntas cogitur, ſed 
| infirma ſanatar , depravata corrigt- 

f tar, Co ex malk in bonam convertt- 

{ tur, ac interiore quodam modo trahi- 

| tur, at ex nolente volens efficiatur, & 

Diving vocationi libenter conſentiat, 

1 &c- Auguſt. de grar. & lib. arb.. 
Þ ad Valent. c. 13. 


| ſexſe of this buſinefſe, I leave it for any one to judge who 


ſhall confult * him. And 1 would very fait know,whe- 
ther the loft Groat, the loft Sheep, and the prodigal Soy, 
do not ſignifie ( inour Savors Parables ) that a true be- 
leever may be loſt, and being loft may be found, and again 
"become a true belzever. Which is as much as I defice, 
| whereby to prove the thing under conſideration. 


ans = WY 


| 
| Cuar V. 


Aving evinced to my ſelf ( and that is all that I 
pretend to ) Firſt, char my will of :t ſe/f is 7n- 
| **.* clizable to evils and that, ſecondly, of zt ſelf 
' is not-1nclinable tozood; and thar, thirdly, it is inclined 
21 the ſingular and ſpecial operation of 


chooſing of good, and: that therefore in 
the fourth place, that ſingular Grace doth 
not work fo rrrefiſtibly as to compel an un- 


God's ele, as that inevitably it maſt, 
' bur yet ſo- powerfully perſwading, as that it. certainly will, 


to theezd ; I ſhould in cevilityromy Reader, conclude 
his Trouble, If I were ſure that ſome men would not 
call it Zergiverſation, ;, and if I were not obliged by.thoſe 
' papers, which have been ſo. frequently, ſo falſly, (that 
may.not ſay ſo maliciouſly ) tranſcribed, 'and are threat- 
med tobelaid very publiquely to my charge, (as T plead 
often in the defence of this. mine own Publication, which 
| = I ſhould 


race,to the refuſing of evil, and tothe | 


willing wil, bur yer ſo ſtrongly as to heal | 
a [ich one 5, not lo neceſſitatiyg the will of 


| both 2elzeve and obey, and (after repentanceYperſevere un- | 


GT ae wy SV "yy, wo wo © _ 9 


warn tg 


| —_— reſ} pet of our being tn Chriſt, 


—— 


T's 


I ſhould never have choſen on ſuch a ſubje3, as I have 


manlirate the utmoſt of what I think in theſe matter. For 
I do ſteadfaſtly beleeve ( what I alſo aſſerted in that extem- 
porary Diſcourſe, which was the innocent cauſe of this un- 


| acceptable effe, ) That Gods Decree of El:8:0n from all 


eternity, was not abſotute, and irreſpe#:wve, bur in reſpe# 
unto, and in preſcience of ſome qualification, without 
which zo man ts the proper obje# ofſuch Decree, And this 
I prove to my ſelf from theſe waies of Reaſoning. 

55. Firſt, I conſider with my ſelf, that there is x0 
ſalvation but only to ſuch, as are found to be in Chriſt 
Jef, inthe day of Death and of Judgement, Which 
no man living can be, unlefſe he be qualified with ſuch 
conditions, as without which it is impoſſible tro be ſo found x 
( ſuch as are Faith, and Obeatence, and Repenraxce, af. 
ter fin, bringing forth ſuch fruits as are worthy of Repentance, 
and perſeverance in weldoing unto the end,) That God 
will ſave none but ſuch, is all ;ntelligent men's Confeſſion. 


| And that he ſaves none but Them whom he decrees to 


fave, isevery whit as play, Therefore none but ſuch 
are the obje3 of ſuch Decree, Forit he decreed to fave 
any without regard or reſpe# to their being ſuch, he 
might aFualy ſave them without regard or reſpeF to 
their being ſuch, 
may juſtly be execated, as it is decreed. Burir is 
ed on all {ides, ( as I \uppole, ) that God will ſave noxe, 


wal:ficatious ; and therefore it . ſhould be agreed on all 
des, that he decreed to ſave none but ſuch a4 They, And 
what is that but a reſpe4:ve, and conditional Decree ? 


flo 0 hn we hÞ 0 0: Wo. 
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made in'intuit/on of our berng.in Chriſt, and ofour _ 
0 


M 2 


leaft of all tudied, and am the leaſt delighted in,) to re- | & 


Becauſe wharſocver is juſtly decreed, | 
grant- | 


except ſuch as are'found to be in Chriſt with the aforeſaid | 


| Sicut preſcit, 
predeftinat , 


met.Aug.in 


ſub inirium 1, | 
6. Hypogno- | 
ſticen. 
Proved by 
reaſon, from 
its being reſ- 
peftive of our 
being in 
Chrift, and of 
the conditions 
by, which we 
are ſo, 
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-. ha | 


Eleftton proved to be Reſpeftive MO Me 


] Eph. r. 4.6. 
.| Rom. 8. 39, 
2 Cor. 5.15, | 


is not of works, but of him that calleth, = good works are 
required as a xecef/ar condition, though utterly unwore 
thy to be a cauſe of our eleion, Nor can it be without 
reſpe& to the condition of the Covenant, that the Cove- 
zant is made, and the promiſe decreed to be fulfiled, 


ther to ſend the Son to be a ſecond Adam, was in reſpe# 


which it was impoſſible, that the Son of Go1 ſhould have 
been ſent to be the $Sawiour of the world, And the decree 
of God Almighty to fave the firſt Adam, was in regard 
of and reſpe# to the meritoriouſneſſe ofthe ſecond Adam, 
For God adopteth never a child, nor doth acknowledge him 
for hs own, ſo as to give him eternal life, unlefle ir be for 
the ſake of his ozly begotten Son, Firſt God pitied a woful 
world, then he lod what 'be pitzed, next he gave his 
own Soz to ſave what he lov'd, and upon the condition of 
beleeving in his Son , he gave it a promiſe of eternal 
life, For ſo beleevingis interpos'd betwixt love and life, 
inthe 3.of $. Johaverſ, 26. - God fo lov'd the world,that 
he gave his only begottes Son, thatwholoever beleeveth in 
him, (hould not periſh, buthave everlaſting life, From 
this Text it appeareth, that God loved the norld, before 
he gave his Sozto it ; for therefore gave he his Son, be- 
cauſe he lov'd ir. But it was not a love by which helov'd 
it to life everlaſtin? ; for with ſuch ove he only loved it 
in his Sov. And the world is not capable of ſuch a love, 
without the cod:tion of Beleeving, Ir was therefore in 
przſcience of our Beleeving in Chriſt, that God elefed 


ſome affirm) but the meritorious cauſe, and the Head of 
| our 


and regard to the backeſi:ding ofthe firfl Adam, Without 


us to hfe eternal, For Chriſt is not oly- the means, ( as 


| ſo qualified to be in Chriſt > So that although our eleR;on | 


56. Secondly, I conſider, that-the Decree of the Fas- | 


—_— 


| For firſt he giveth us his Sox ,. next he giveth us' his 


ne... 
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our Ele8;on, Chrift was foreknown, 1 Pet, 1, 2, and 
we inhim, Rom. $. 29, Chriſt was predeſiii'd, and we 
byhim, Eph.1.5. | 

57. Thirdly, 1 conſider, that there muſt be a Difſe- | ag from the 
rence, before there can be an Ele#joz, Lowe indeed: is | natwe of Ele- 
an a of favour , but Ele8ion' is properly\ an*a# of |*'® 


\ Judgement z a preferring of the better, before the worſe, | 'Eimar xar”, - 


noyin, ide | 


They that ſay God Ele#ed ſuch a number of men, with- | z, 551 » 54- 
out the leaſt 7ntuitzoa of their qualifications, 'by which | #7 «miner 
X sf He nie 
they are differenced from the reprobated crew, do ſpeak !\,..u trig 
tllogically ( to ſay no worſe, ) how much'fafer is it to} «* inige, 
ſay, That becauſe ſuch men as are iz Chriſt by Faith, are | uo 
better then ſuch as are out of Chriſt by Iufidelity, there- | cecum. apud 
fore Thoſe are taken, and -Theſe are left > Nor doth this | TR _ 
derogate from God, or arrogateto man, to lay he chooſeth | Lam. Jud. 
his own gifts z, any more then it doth, to lay he crowr's 
them, For God doth give us the advantage of our bee 


Ing-in Chriſt , as well as chooſe us for that advantage; 


Grace whercby to exeble us to believe in his Son, and ſo 
beleeving he doth ele4 us, So that here is no matter for 
man'to Joaf of ; he having zothing which he hathnot re- 
ceived, no not ſo much as his «ntdov. It:is God that 
makes the difference, as well as God that chooſeth, And 
it ſeems this very argument from the Nature and Vſe of 
the word El-#ion, did prevail with S. Az{f;z and Oecn- 
menius, $, Auſtin ſaith expreſly, that Juſtification prece- 


© . . 


$ 


deth Ele810n ; and his reafon is, becauleno man is ele- ce" 
Red, unleſſe he differ from him that 1s rejefted, , | dit Juftifica- | 


- tionern ,, ſed 
EleHionem Fuſtificatio. Nemo enim eligitur, niſi jam diſtans ab jllo gui rejicitur. Unde quod 
dium eft, Quia elegit nos Deus ante nundi conftitutiouem, non video quomodo ſit dicendum 
nfs preſcientia. Auguſt. ad Simpl. 1, 2. . 


58. Fourthly, 


| 
j 
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Proved by 
Scripture. . 


Joh. 8. $t. 
Gal. 6. 7. 9. 
Rev, 3. 20+ 


Eph. 9. 
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58. Fourthly, I conſiders. that the. whole Texor of the 
Scriptures, inthe Judgement of al the: Fathers, who are 
beſt able ro underſtand them, teacheth no other. Prede- 
ſtination,' then in, and through Chriſt, which is reſpeFive 
and conditional, Firlt the Scripture gives us none bur 
canditional promiſes, 'ſuch as, If any man keep my ſaying, 
he ſhall never taſte Death, Whatſoever a man faneth, 
that ſhall hereap. And we ſpall reap, if we faint not, If 


' | ay man will hear my voice, and open the dore, I will come 


in to him, &c, Nay even the very Texts which are 
wont to be urged fot rreſpe3rve Ele8ion, do ſeem ver 

preciſely to ezxce the contrary, For when God is ſaid to 
pradeſtine according to his own good pleaſure which he had 


'purpoſed in himſelf, the word kia rendred good pleaſure, 


doth not ſignifie the abſoluteneſſe, bur the reſpeFiveneſe 


of his will, For it relateth unto ſomething in which : 


God is well pleaſed, and that is Chriſt, It being im- 
poſlible for God to pleaſe himſelf with »axkiad, or for 
men to be acceptable and ——_— God, any other- 
wiſe then in him, of whom it was ſaid, 19s vi my be- 
loved Son in whom I am well pleaſed, Beſides , all thoſe 
Scriptures which doe teach univerſal Grace, and Re- 
demption, ( which I ſuppoſe hath been proved in the 
proſecution of my firſt Principle, do ſeem to me moſt 
clearly to inferre a reſpe&ive and conditional Elefion, For 
if itis true, that Chriſt did offer up himſelf, not only 
ſufficiently, but intentionally for all; if he did earneſth 
deſire that every one would. come in, upon the preaching 
of his Wor, and receive the benefit of his Death and 
Paſſion ; if his warzings were not in jeſt, and his Invi- 


tations ſerious ; if [, depart from: me ye curſed | was there- | 
fore foretold, that every one might beware, and not obrrude | 
himſelf 
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himſelf upon thar ſentence 5 ifhe is a,wiiling that afy one 
-ſhould be caxghtin the Serpents ſnare, who ſhewes to all 
-( without exception')- a certazn 'way to eſcape , if ( as 
S. Auſtin ſpeaks) he isdefirous 49t to ſtrike, who bids us 
look to our poſture, and ſiand upon our Guard, if (as S. 
Auſtin ſpeaks 4g41y) he ſhews his power to to puniſh none, 
but only thoſe that refuſe his Mercy; and would nor 


Soto die for Al ; then his refuſing of the Goats, in 
reſpe# of that which makes them differ from Sheep, -in- 
fers his El-#:01 of the ſheep, in reſpe& of that which 
makes them differ from Goats, And I have made the 
more haſte to make this Iiferexce, becauſe as the 
reſpeFiveneſſe of El:f/0n needs not otherwiſe to be 
prov'd , than by the reſpe#rverrſſe of Reprobation ; fo 


tronally for All, Towards which ( having diſcourſed 
ſo largely of it already I will only offer this oze confi 
aeration, which meets my pen as I arh writing, and even 


this. Thar ſince our Sawzar upon the Croſſe , did 
very heartily pray, even for thoſe very homicides, "and 
parricides, and Decides that K:ilfd him, we have ro 
reaſon but to believe, That he laid down his life even 
for them that took it away; and that he dyed for all for 
whom he prazed, And yet we reading of their Mur. 


| tell -zy prople, thar thoſe crucifying wretches, were pre- 
tious weſſels of Ele#1on, ( in complyance with that opi- 


ſhould comfort up themſelves 'in the moſt crimſon ſins 


they are both taken for granted, upon the ſuppoſition 
of Chriſi's having dyed not only ſufficiently, but inten- 


obtrudes it ſelf upon me to be-delrver'd, *Tis briefly. 


ders, but not of their Repentance, I ſhould be loth to. 


nion , that Chriſt died only for the Ele ,) leſt they 


— 


damn any one without reſpe# unto iz, who gave his ops | ! 


| : thar. 
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Elefion proved to be Reſpefiive 

thar can be nam'd, (like ſome in the world,) as well con- 
ffting with their pretenſions to the K ingdom of Heaven. 
And yet in my ſballow Judgemet,(which becauſc it is ſbal- 
low,1 do ſubmit to thoſe of deeper & profounder reach, how 
Jogmatically ſoever. 1 may ſeem to = ſpoken in many 
places of this Diſcourſe, ) I ſay in my ſhallow Judge- 
ment, Chriſtdyed for All, for whom he pray; and he 
prayed for them that curſt themſelves, His bloud be upon us 
(laid they,) and yet ( laid he,) Father forgive them, He 
made his Murderers Execration become his prayer, He 
took the pozſon out of their Curſe, & made it wholeſome for 
them. He wiſbed,as well as they,that his bloud might beboth 
upon them,and upon their childrengbut in his own moſt mer- 
ciful,not in their barbarous and cruel ſexſe ; for they meant 
the guilt, He the benefit of his Hloud z and would have it 
light on themnot to accuſe,but cleanſe them. And yer Idare 
not affirm, that they were all a portzoz of God's BleF, 

59. Laſtly,I confider,that the main ffireaz of the Fathers 


a Catalogue of particulars,as I gave in before,for a Con4i- 
tional Reprobation, (which yet I think were very eafie upon 
| a very ſmal warning, ) I will content my ſelfat preſent to 
prove what I ſay from the confeſſions of Beza, & Door 
Twiſſe.Firſt Beza in his Comment upon Rom.11,2, rejects 
the Judgementof the Fathers, becauſe they are not (as he 
would have them) for the a#ſolute,irreſpeFive,unconditonal 
way.And Dr. T:{*- conteſſeth,that all the Ancients,before 
S. Auſtin, did place the obje# of God's Ele8io in Fide 
| previſa. Ar which S. Auſtiz was fo far from being any 
way diſpleas'd,as that(with very great reverence to their 
Auhori;y) he made it appear to be an 7nnocent and harms. 

lefje Tenet. He affirm'd that all the Fathers, who liv'd 
| | before 
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doth 747 this waj.And not to trouble my Reader with ſuch 
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Divme predeflination. To which ſlaying of S. Auſtin be- 
cauſe I find that Dr. Twiſe doth very readily ſubſcribe , 1 
ought in reaſon to be ſecured from any very hard cenſure, 
becauſe I am not an affirmer of humane merits, much lefſe 
do place them in a precedency to Grace, He 


60. Icenclude with a defire of ſo much Lberty of conſer- 
ence,as to believe with S. Paal, That God ts a reſpeFer,not 
of * Perſons,but of * Works. That my ſins areperfe#l and 


it is 202 T that doitybut the Grace of God in me. Yet ſo,as 
that I cx do all things, through himi that ſtrengthens me. 
And who indeeddoth ſo ftrengthen,as that I may dothem, 
| but not fo force meas that I uf. In this,and every other 
 thing,l have been long (ince taught by I" ncentan Livinen- 
| fis, (whom I ſhall ever obſerve to the'utmoſt ofmy Dif- 


then with the feweſt, and leaſt diſcerning, Opinionaſtrete is 
2 fault ; but Fallibility is none. If my Teachers are in the 


] r:2ht, they have knowledge enough, to make me aode- 


 rately inflrufed , if they are any where in the wrong,they 
have authority enough, to make me pardonably erroneow , 


| if I have not perſpicacity to comprehend them as they de- 


ſerve, it ſeems they have Depths enough to prove, I am 
Trvincibly ignorant, 
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before himſelf, agreed in this, Tat the Grace of God its | 
| not prevented by humane merits, Which oze profeſſion he 
| chought ſufficient, for the afferting of the free Grace of the 


entirely mine own, And that if I do any thing that is good, 


cretion ) To opine with the moſt and oft Judiciow, rather | 


The Conclu- | 
fon. 


* Rom.2.11. 
* Ver. 14. 


x Cor.15.10. 


Phil. 4, 13. 


